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The Internet, many believe, has become one of the greatest research tools in the history of human scholarship. At one time, researchers were limited to the libraries, institutions, and experts that they could physically reach. Today most of the world’s great depositories of information are linked together by the Internet. Many resources are being put online—more every day—and anyone with access to a computer and a browser can research almost any subject with the click of a mouse. Because of the amount of information available on the Web, today’s students are faced with greater challenges than simply finding information. Students who research online now need to sort through sources to determine which are the most accurate, collect relevant data from a variety of these sources, analyze the data, and present their findings in a relevant, coherent manner.

Suppose your students are researching stream flow levels and how they affect water quality. They can easily find a variety of sites with information that may help them. Your students must then pick and choose which Web sites to use and select appropriate information from those sites, thus forming logical conclusions about the data and the sites.

Because of these new challenges, every student can benefit from learning the technology designed to help make sense of the abundance of information available to them. By using Microsoft® Internet Explorer 5 in conjunction with the other Office applications, you and your students can:

· Search for and explore relevant information on the Internet.

· Collect Web pages, pictures, addresses, and files for future reference.

· Compile and analyze collections of information.

· Organize and use valuable research in a study or report.

New for Internet Explorer 5 

Internet Explorer 5 includes the following new features to make research on the Web easier than ever:

· Internet Scrapbook. The Internet Scrapbook allows you to save entire Web pages and pictures, and organize them in a way that makes the information easy to manage for a study or report. The Scrapbook provides a snapshot in time; even if a Web page changes, you still have a record of the page. For example, if part of your study involves water flow levels of a particular river or stream, you can collect the data each day and store it chronologically in your scrapbook.

· Page Holder. This feature enables you to store a Web page in a pane to the left of the main browser window temporarily. Page Holder is extremely useful when you want to explore multiple links on a page. For example, if you are collecting data about several streams in your area and they are all listed on a single page with different links to data about each stream, you can store the page, with its links, in Page Holder and go directly from one link to another by using the page stored in the Page Holder pane.

Discovering Internet Explorer 5

When you launch Internet Explorer 5, the browser displays your home page. The following illustration shows Internet Explorer 5 with a typical page open.
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· Button bar. You can customize the button bar by adding and removing buttons and changing the location of the bar. For information on customizing the button bar, see Internet Explorer 5 Help.

· Address bar. If you know the address of the page you want to visit, you can type it directly into the address text box. You can also search for pages using the address text box. For more information, see Searching the Web later in this chapter.

· Favorites bar. You can save links to the Web pages you visit most frequently in Favorites. For information on adding links to your list of Favorites, see Collecting Web page addresses later in this chapter.

· Explorer bar. You can access your Favorites or your Scrapbook, create a search, see the sites you’ve visited, and use Page Holder from the Explorer bar. Click the tab for a feature to open its pane, and then click the tab again to close the pane when you are done using it.

Note   Microsoft works closely with users to create software that is easy for everyone to use. In Internet Explorer 5, some of the built‑in accessibility features include increased control over how Web pages are displayed, improved operation with accessibility aids, time-saving navigational aids, and a more interactive user interface. For more information about these features, visit www.microsoft.com/enable/
Searching the Web
The Web can provide you and your students with an amazing range of information on any subject you care to research. In the initial stages of a research project, however, your students may feel overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of facts, articles, data, and ideas they discover on the Web. You can allay their concerns by providing tools and techniques for conducting research on the Web.

You may want to start by emphasizing the benefits of an exploratory approach to research. When students can’t think of a research topic, or when they have a topic, but they need to narrow their approach, they can brainstorm ideas by conducting a Web search. One quick and easy option is to conduct an exploratory search from the address bar of an open browser.

To search from the address bar

1. In the Address box, type go followed by a space, and then type the word or phrase you want to find. For example, to find Web sites about stream flow, type go stream flow.

2. Press RETURN. The search results appear in the main browser window.

3. To access one of the sites in the search results, click its link.

Using search engines

When your students are ready to conduct a more structured Web search, teach them how to use a search engine. Using a search engine is like using a database at your local library. You provide criteria for the search in the form of key words, and the search engine scans the Web for sites containing content relevant to your criteria, and returns a list of relevant Web sites to you. Major search engines, such as Lycos®, look on every searchable Web site for information related to your search criteria. Depending on your criteria, such search engines can return hundreds of sites for you to explore. To conduct a thorough search, you can use the Internet Explorer Search Assistant, which uses a combination of all the major search engines.

Once your students have defined their topics, however, a general search with the Search Assistant can cause information overload. This is the time to introduce specialized content search engines to your class. These search engines focus on one subject area, selectively scan higher-quality sites, and return a shorter, more focused list of results. Students can still use the Search Assistant; they simply need to specify which search engine the Search Assistant uses. For more information on using search engines, visit http://www.microsoft.com/INSIDER/internet/articles/search/
To search the Web with Search Assistant

4. On the Explorer bar, click Search.

5. In the Search pane, enter your search criteria and click Search. A list of links to Web sites that meet your search criteria appears. Click on a link to go to the Web site.

To specify a search engine for Search Assistant 

6. Click the Customize button in the Search Assistant.

7. Select Use one search service for all searches inside the Customize Search Settings - - Web Page Dialog box.

8. Select the search engine that you want to use and click OK.

Narrowing your search

Your students have now located several Web sites related to water quality that they think will be of use in their research project. Now is the time to introduce Web Search. Web Search searches the Web for pages related to a specific word or phrase on the current Web page, and then lists links to the matches in the Search pane. For example, when your students find a site with information about the effects of stream flow levels on water quality in the community, they can use Web Search to search for a related page based on the text in the active page.

To narrow your search with Web Search

9. Select the word or phrase on the current Web page that you want to narrow your search around.

10. Hold down the CONTROL key, click the selected word or phrase, and then click Web Search in the contextual menu that appears. A list of links to Web sites that contain the word or phrase appears. Click on a link to go to the Web site.

Searching with Sherlock

Sherlock is a search tool available to people using Macintosh® OS 8.5 or later. With Sherlock, you can conduct a search for files or information on your hard disk, or you can search the Internet for terms or specific items. You can also create your own Internet channels for Sherlock to search. A channel contains only the type of sites you’re interested in searching. For information on creating and editing Internet channels, see Apple® Help.

To search with Sherlock

11. To open Sherlock, click the Sherlock [image: image2.png]2
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 button.

12. Select the Web as the medium you want to search by clicking the Internet [image: image3.png]


 button.

13. Enter your search criteria, such as “water quality.”

14. In the Search Sites list, select the check box next to the search engines you want to use. 

15. Click the Search [image: image4.png]


 button.

16. To open a page on the search results list, select the listing for that page and click the link to it that appears in the field below the search results list.

Exploring Web Sites

Finding Web sites relevant to a topic is only the first step in the research process. Once your students have found the sites they want to use, they need to navigate through these sites and analyze the contents. They can use Page Holder and the Find feature in Internet Explorer to explore and assess the contents of a site.

To store a Web page in a pane while browsing

Use Page Holder when you are on a page with a list of links that you want to explore. Page Holder stores the page, with its list of links, in the Page Holder pane to the left of the main browser window. You can easily access each link on the list without going back to the original page in the main browser window.

17. Open a Web page that has a list of links that you want to visit.

18. Open the Page Holder pane by clicking the Page Holder tab.
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19. Click Add in the Page Holder pane. The Web page you opened is copied to the Page Holder pane. Page Holder holds a Web page until you select another one or click Clear.

To search for text on a Web page

You can use the Find command to search for a word or phrase on the page you’re currently viewing or on a page in Page Holder. Using Find, you can sort through large numbers of Web pages to locate the pages with the most relevant information. For example, if you have used Web Search to find pages related to water quality, you can use Find to identify those pages that specifically address water quality in your region of the country.

20. On the Edit menu, click Find.

21. In the Find text box, type the word or phrase you want to find.

22. Click the hyperlink in Page Holder for the site you want to search.

23. Click Find.

24. To continue searching for the same text, click Find Again in the Edit menu. You will receive notification if the search term is not found.

Collecting and Organizing Information from the Web 

Your students are past the exploratory stage. They have identified the sites they want to use for their water study, and now they need to learn the art of tracking source material on the Web. Using a combination of tools in Internet Explorer, you and your students can collect and organize Web pages, pictures, addresses, and files from the Web in several ways:

· To collect entire Web pages and pictures, which are called “clippings,” use the Internet Explorer Scrapbook.

· Use Favorites to collect the addresses to Web sites you visit frequently.

· Use History to return to sites that you have visited, but not added to your Scrapbook or list of Favorites.

· You can also download files from pages you visit by using the Download Manager feature. For more information about downloading, see Downloading files from a Web page later in this chapter.

Using the Scrapbook

With the Internet Scrapbook, you can collect pages and pictures from one or more Web sites. The scrapbook stores a “snapshot” of the page at a given time, so you can save data that you know will be replaced on the site for more current data. The Scrapbook is great for saving articles posted daily to a news site, for example, or weather data that changes daily. Each Web page or picture you choose to store in your Scrapbook is called a clipping.

To collect clippings

25. Go to the page or picture you want to add as a clipping.

26. Click the Scrapbook tab to open the Scrapbook pane.

27. To add a Web page as a clipping, click Add in the Scrapbook pane.
28. To add a picture or selected text as a clipping, click and drag the item to the Scrapbook pane.
To view the list of your clippings in the Scrapbook pane, click the Scrapbook tab on the Explorer bar; from there, you can click a clipping to open it.

Note   If you add a Web page as a clipping, Internet Explorer automatically disables any scripts on the page, ensuring that the clipping will appear exactly as it did when you added it to the Scrapbook. You can enable scripts and customize toolbars and viewing options. For more information about enabling scripts and customizing, see Internet Explorer 5 Help.

Collecting Web page addresses

Use Favorites to collect the addresses of pages you visit frequently, and pages you think will be useful for your class—such as water flow and water quality pages. In Favorites you save the addresses as links so you can quickly get to a page without having to search or enter the address. Unlike Internet Scrapbook, Favorites does not save the entire Web page, so each time you link to the page you will see the latest version with the most recent information.

To add a Web page to your Favorites

29. Navigate to one of your favorite Web pages.

30. Open the Favorites pane by clicking the Favorites tab.

31. Click Add.

To view your list of favorite Web pages, in the Favorites pane, click the Favorites tab on the Explorer bar; from there, you can click a link to open the Web page.

To access history

In the throes of research, it is easy to lose track of all the sources consulted and cited. You can use Internet Explorer 5 History to retrace your research steps. For those times when you do not remember a site address and you did not save it in Favorites, you can find that page in the History pane. Your Web history is tied to your user profile and continues from one session to another, so you can see the Web sites you’ve visited each day from the day you began your research project.

32. Open the History pane by clicking the History tab.

33. Click the arrow next to a date to view the list of Web sites you visited on that day.

34. Click the link to a Web page to revisit it.

Downloading files from a Web page

Occasionally, you may find files on the Web that you want to download to your computer. For example, your students may discover a Microsoft Excel file containing water flow data that they want to download so they can import it into a Microsoft PowerPoint® presentation. With Microsoft Internet Explorer 5, you can download multiple files at the same time, while simultaneously browsing the Web. If your students are downloading the latest stream flow reports, they can continue looking for more information related to their studies. This is especially helpful when you have a slow Internet connection and would like to continue browsing while you are waiting for a download. Some Web pages have a “Click to download” button or link that you can use to download a file. If that is not an option, you can download a file in Internet Explorer by using one of two methods.

· Follow a link on a Web page. Point to the link and hold down the mouse button, and then click Download Link to Disk on the contextual menu.

· Type the file address. In the Address text box, type the address of the file you want to download, and then press OPTION+RETURN.

If your file did not download with either of the two methods above, click Download Manager from the Tools menu and double-click the file name. In the Status area, Internet Explorer reports any errors it encountered while downloading the file.

Organizing information from the Web

As you collect clippings, you can organize your Scrapbook by rearranging clippings in the list, moving them into folders, and adding dividers. You could even teach your students to use this as an organizational strategy in research projects. For example, with the water flow data in the Scrapbook, your students might organize the information about the rivers and streams into folders that match a general outline for their papers. Then, inside the folders, they might use dividers to distinguish between information that matches the supporting points in their outline. They could organize the addresses in their Favorites list in the same way.
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To organize clippings and addresses

To work with clippings, open the Scrapbook pane by clicking Scrapbook on the Explorer bar. To work with addresses, open the Favorites pane by clicking Favorites on the Explorer bar. After opening the appropriate pane, use the following procedures to organize your clippings and addresses.

	To

	Do this

	Add a folder
	Click Organize, and then click New Folder.

	Add a divider

	Click Organize, and then click New Divider.

	Move a folder, divider, clipping, or address
	Drag the item to a new location.

	Rename a folder, clipping, or address
	Point to the item, hold down the mouse button, and then click Edit Name in the contextual menu. Type a new name, and then press RETURN.

	Delete a folder, divider, clipping, or address
	Point to the item, hold down the mouse button, and then click Delete in the contextual menu.


Putting It Together

Diverse search capabilities and management features make Microsoft Internet Explorer 5 a unique tool that dramatically increases productivity, organization, and information access. Use Internet Explorer to open up the world to your classroom. To explore the vast store of information on the Web with your students, consider the following activities.

Using Internet Explorer 5 in the classroom

· Build a Favorites list of Web sites relevant to class content, and distribute the list by e‑mail to your students for class research and reading.

· Use the World Wide Web to encourage inquiry-based learning. Ask your students to generate one question each week on some aspect of class readings, and then have them use Internet Explorer 5 to search for answers to their questions. You could use this activity to prompt discussion on what constitutes a good research question.

· In a computer lab or computer-assisted classroom, divide your students into groups. Ask each group to use Internet Explorer search tools to find specific data sets. Use this activity to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of finding information on the Web versus in the library.

· Guide students in thinking critically about source material by providing them with a set of criteria for evaluating sources. Have them evaluate the information they find on the Web related to their research topics.

· In a student project, have students use the information they found on the Internet in PowerPoint presentations or in reports composed in Word. Teach students how to properly note the resource from which they found their information.

· Have your students use Excel 2001 to chart data that they find on the Web and ask them to hypothesize about what may happen when variables of the data change. They can then manipulate the data in Excel to test their hypotheses.

What you will do:�


Explore the features of Internet Explorer 5.�


Search for Web pages related to Stream Flow levels.�


Save Web pages and pictures by using the Scrapbook feature.�


Download relevant files from Web pages.�





Click here to increase or decrease the window size.
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To collect data daily from a site, store the site address as a favorite. The site is always just a click away.
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To quickly share a Web page with colleagues or students, use the Mail button on the button bar. You can send the link without opening Outlook. You must have an e�mail account to use this feature.








�





For easier viewing, you can change the color of your Web user interface. On the Tools menu, click Internet Options. Click the General tab, and then click Colors. You can select your color preferences for the text, the background, and the hyperlinks.
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To increase the text size on a Web page, press the PLUS SIGN (+) while holding down the COMMAND key.
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Save hard disk space and improve your computer’s performance by reducing the number of sites stored in History. For instructions, see Internet Explorer Help.








Click here to view your Favorites.








Click here to view your History.








Click here to create a Web search.








Click here to open and close your Scrapbook.








Click here to open Page Holder.
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