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Fact Sheet

October 2004

Leading consumer electronics manufacturers offer a broad array of devices for Microsoft® Windows Media®, providing consumers with more choice, flexibility and simplicity in enjoying digital entertainment at home and on the go.

Adoption of Windows Media has grown to encompass more than 
700 devices supporting Windows Media Audio (WMA) and/or Windows Media Video (WMV), including portable music players, Windows Mobile™-based devices, car stereos, DVD players and home theater systems, digital media receivers, game consoles, and other home electronics products.
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Windows Media Audio is the format of choice for secured music distribution. Windows Media Digital Rights Management (DRM) technology is supported on more than 75 portable devices, empowering consumers with a broad range of options when playing back purchased music from one of more than 60 services and Web sites worldwide, including Napster 2.0, BuyMusic.com, Liquid Audio digital downloads, MSN® Music, Musicmatch, MusicNow, On Demand Distribution (OD2), Virgin Digital and Wal-Mart Music Downloads.

With Windows Media Player 10, Windows Media DRM 10, Media Transfer Protocol (MTP) and Windows Media Connect, Microsoft Corp. has made key developments in technologies that enable the flow of high-quality media into the home and then make it easily accessible to consumers on a wide variety of devices.

Windows Media Player 10
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Windows Media Player 10 makes it faster and easier for consumers to discover, download, play and transport their digital media. Windows Media Player 10 includes the first built-in Digital Media Mall along with Auto Sync, which enables the seamless, automatic synchronization of music, video, recorded TV and photos to next-generation and mass-storage-class portable devices. With Windows Media Player 10 Mobile, Pocket PC and Smartphone users can transfer album art and playlists, as well as sync their television and video content easily with a Windows® XP-based PC, and take advantage of new digital entertainment scenarios powered by Windows Media DRM 10.

Windows Media DRM 10

Microsoft Windows Media DRM 10 technology makes it possible to protect, deliver and play a la carte, subscription and promotional digital media content on PCs, portable audio devices, cellular phones and PDAs, Portable Media Centers, and networked devices connected to a home network. Consumer electronics manufacturers that have announced support for Windows Media DRM 10 include Audiovox Corp., D-Link Systems Inc., Dell Inc., Gateway, HP, iRiver, Linksys, Omnifi, Rio, Roc Digital, Roku, Samsung Electronics and Virgin Electronics.
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Media Transfer Protocol
MTP offers no-software, no-driver, plug-and-play installation and configuration for portable media players that support the technology, making it incredibly fast and easy to connect devices and transfer digital content.


Windows Media Connect
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With Windows Media Connect, Windows XP users can further enjoy the benefits of a home network through new devices that pull music either via wires or wirelessly from the PC to a supported device. Windows Media Connect also enables playback of protected content via supported devices such as digital audio receivers and televisions, allowing consumers to enjoy purchased content from a wide variety of online services anywhere in the home.

PlaysForSure

PlaysForSure is a new logo program that will assure consumers their digital media purchases will play on their portable media device every time while providing a better out-of-the-box device experience for consumers with driverless setup using Windows Media Player 10. The PlaysForSure experience is designed to help consumers choose devices and online music and video stores that work together, taking the guesswork out of compatibility. The following is a list of verified PlaysForSure devices, with more to come later this year:

Portable Audio Devices

· Creative MuVo2 (1.5GB, 4GB)*

· Creative MuVo2 X-Trainer (512MB, 1GB)*

· Creative MuVo NX (128MB, 256MB)*

· Creative MuVo Slim (128MB, 256MB)*

· Creative MuVo TX (128MB, 256MB, 512MB)*

· Creative MuVo TX FM (128MB, 256MB, 512MB)*

· GoVideo ILO 256

· iRiver H-320 and H-340 Series hard-drive music players

· Rave MP AMP (128MB, 256MB)

· Rio Carbon*

· Rio Forge (128MB, 256MB, 512MB)*

· Samsung YP-T5VC (128MB, 256MB)

· Thomson/RCA RD2760

· Thomson/RCA RD1021

Portable Media Centers

· Creative Zen Portable Media Center*

· Samsung YH-999*

Digital Audio Receivers

· D-Link MediaLounge DSM-320 Wireless Media Player**

· Roku SoundBridge M1000 and M2000**

Smartphones and Pocket PCs

· Audiovox SMT5600 (for AT&T)*

· Dell Axim X50 Series Pocket PC*

* Auto Sync-capable with Windows Media Player 10

** Windows Media Connect-enabled devices

Online Resources

· Microsoft Windows Media: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/default.aspx

· Windows Media Cool Devices: http://windowsmedia.com/9series/personalization/cooldevices.asp
· PlaysForSure: 
http://playsforsure.com
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