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Comparing Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 and 
Microsoft Office Standard Edition 2003 for Volume Licensing Customers

Overview

The Microsoft® Office 2003 editions are tailored to different customer needs and uses. As such, the editions are differentiated by their component applications as well as by capability differences in the individual applications (Microsoft Word 2003, Microsoft Excel 2003, Microsoft Outlook® 2003, Microsoft InfoPath® 2003, Microsoft Access 2003, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft PowerPoint® 2003). This document outlines differences and describes the corresponding scenarios for Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 and Microsoft Office Standard Edition 2003. In order for companies to purchase Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003, they must be eligible for Microsoft volume licensing programs. These programs provide volume pricing for customers acquiring five or more software licenses through an authorized reseller. See our volume licensing and purchasing options at: http://www.microsoft.com/licensing/howtoacquire.mspx
With the advent of the Microsoft Office System, Microsoft provides a collaboration platform that allows teams to work together without a huge burden on IT. Microsoft has also made advances in the Microsoft Office programs that help them become a part of organizational solutions or structured business processes. While the advances in personal productivity alone are exciting, it is the addition of team and organizational relevance that differentiates Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 from others. As you move from personal to team to organizational, the complexity of the solutions increases, along with the associated value. By installing the desktop applications, you acquire personal advances. With the support of the servers, your team gains improvements. Together, these advances allow IT to develop solutions based on Microsoft Office that address core organizational business processes and needs.

Enterprise organizations investing in XML and Web services infrastructures desire lower-cost methods for integrating systems. Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 empowers information workers by providing the right information to the right people at the right time. Thus, decision making is improved and costs are reduced by leveraging familiar tools to access the right information and connect to business processes. 

With Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003, your employees can help your company respond more quickly to changes in the business landscape and economy, play a critical role in linking corporate strategy and operational plans, and improve the speed and quality of decision making across your enterprise. By leveraging the tools your company knows and understands, Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 can help you improve productivity and cut costs while maximizing the value of your investments in infrastructure and people.
Included Applications

As mentioned above, Office Standard Edition and Office Professional Enterprise Edition are tailored for different customer needs and uses. The table below shows the applications included in each. 

	Application
	Standard Edition
	Professional Enterprise Edition

	Microsoft Word 2003
	●
	●

	Microsoft Excel 2003
	●
	●

	Microsoft Outlook 2003
	●
	●

	Microsoft PowerPoint 2003
	●
	●

	Microsoft Access 2003
	
	●

	Microsoft InfoPath 2003
	
	●

	Microsoft Publisher 2003
	
	●


Application Differences

This section gives more information about the three applications that differentiate Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition from Microsoft Office Standard Edition. 

Microsoft Access
Access 2003, the Office database management program, provides a powerful set of tools that are sophisticated enough for professional developers, yet easy for new users to learn. Now everyone in your organization can create or use powerful database solutions that make organizing, accessing, and sharing information easier than ever.

A database is a collection of information that is related to a particular subject or purpose, such as tracking customer orders or maintaining a music collection. The structure provided from a database can benefit any collection of information.  For example, by entering information about your customers’ orders or employee sales, you can keep track of revenue and sales according to either criterion.

Access 2003 supports a variety of data formats, including Extensible Markup Language (XML), OLE, Open Database Connectivity (ODBC), and Microsoft Windows SharePoint® Services. You can link tables and access data from multiple databases at one time in Access 2003 forms, reports, and data-access pages. Access also allows you to link tables from other Microsoft Access databases, Microsoft Excel spreadsheets, ODBC data sources, Microsoft SQL Server™ databases, and other data sources. In addition, you can use data access pages in Access to access your database from the Internet or an intranet. 

Using Access 2003, you can manage all your information from a single database file. Within the file, you can store your data using tables and create queries to pinpoint specific data. Using forms, you can easily view, add, and update data or further analyze the data using the report feature. 
Microsoft InfoPath
InfoPath XE "InfoPath:Introduction"  2003 provides information workers with a set of tools that enable the creation of dynamic forms to gather and share information across a wide range of formal and informal business processes. Unlike traditional forms packages, InfoPath 2003 provides a high degree of information-gathering flexibility, enabling people to obtain the information they need in a timely fashion and to make well-informed decisions. InfoPath 2003 helps improve collaboration and decision-making to positively impact your business.

Today's organizations create and use massive amounts of information, from sales figures to performance appraisals to purchase orders. Gathering this data is a top priority for teams and organizations. InfoPath 2003 streamlines the process of gathering information and makes it easy to reuse that information throughout the organization. Information collected with InfoPath 2003 can be integrated with a broad range of business processes because InfoPath 2003 supports any customer-defined XML schema and integrates with Web services. As a result, InfoPath 2003 can help you connect directly to organizational information and then act on it, which leads to greater business impact.

InfoPath 2003 supports three key activities: the creation of dynamic forms, the completion of these forms, and submission of these forms to the systems and processes that need the collected information. InfoPath 2003 provides a robust, flexible, and easy-to-use design environment that enables the creation of dynamic forms. In addition, the same InfoPath client provides an application environment in which information workers can complete forms quickly and easily. The InfoPath client then connects this information to organizations business processes and makes that information easy to reuse through its support of XML, customer-defined schemas, and Web services. 

Microsoft Publisher
In today’s competitive environment, keeping in touch with existing customers and reaching out to prospective customers is essential to staying in business. With Publisher 2003, the business publishing and marketing materials solution, it’s easier than ever to create, design, and publish professional marketing and communication materials in-house.

Publisher 2003 is a comprehensive solution for creating and publishing a wide variety of publications for desktop printing, commercial printing, e-mail distribution, or viewing on the Web. Publisher 2003 provides all the help you need for professional results. Start from professionally designed templates that you can customize with color schemes, font schemes, various layout options, and your own design sense. Or, start from blank publications and get creative with sophisticated typography and page layout tools. Publisher 2003 looks and works like other programs in Office Professional Enterprise Edition, making it easier than ever to use the right Office tool for the task, while still making the most of your knowledge and experience with Microsoft Office.

Feature/Capability Differences

The table below details the capabilities and features offered in Standard Edition and Professional Enterprise Edition. 

	Application
	Standard Edition
	Professional Enterprise Edition

	Information Rights Management (consumer)
	●
	●

	Information Rights Management (author)
	
	●

	XML Custom Schema Support
	
	●

	Smart Documents
	
	●

	Microsoft SharePoint List Data Support (Excel)
	
	●

	Office Solution Accelerators
	
	●

	Visual Studio® Tools for Office (developer)
	
	●


Information Rights Management

Applies to Outlook, Word, Excel, and PowerPoint

Microsoft Office Professional Edition 2003 provides Information Rights Management (IRM) functionality to help organizations and employees protect and have greater control over digital information, such as confidential planning documents or financial reports. You can set policies that wield greater control over who can open, copy, print, or forward information created in Word 2003, Excel 2003, PowerPoint 2003, and Outlook 2003.
IRM technology enables enterprise organizations to define how a recipient can use information in company files or e-mail, such as who can open, modify, print, forward, or take other actions with the file. Permissions may be granted to an individual recipient or to a group. These permissions stay with the information wherever it goes. IRM is information protection technology, not network security technology. It allows documents to be shared and sent in e-mail messages while helping to maintain control over those who may view or edit the document. Once a document or e-mail message is protected with this technology, the access and usage restrictions are enforced regardless of the information’s destination, even if the file is sent outside of the firewall. Because IRM protection accompanies each file, usage restrictions are enforced constantly. 

Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 users have the following capabilities not available in the Standard edition:

· Creation of IRM-protected e-mail messages and files, defining who can access the information as well as defining various attributes such as read-only and editing.
· Application of company-defined templates to information, providing a quick and easy way to protect access and use of information while complying with company policies.

· A simple user interface based on customizable rights templates available in the standard toolbar makes IRM convenient and easy to use. 
For IT managers, IRM helps enforce enterprise policies regarding document confidentiality, workflow, and e-mail retention. For CEOs and security officers, it helps reduce the risk of having key company information get into the hands of the wrong people, whether due to accident, thoughtlessness, or malicious intent. When enabled by the organization, users of Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 will be able to take advantage of this technology easily.
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E-mail example using Information Rights Management (IRM).
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Applying IRM permissions to a Word document (basic view).
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“More Options” choices.
XML Custom Schema Support

Applies to Word, Excel, Access, and InfoPath
A surprising amount of business information stored is already in XML format or can be easily converted to XML as it is used. All major database tools on the market today—from any vendor—support access to stored information in XML format. A solution developer can request information in XML format by using the correct interface, and the database server automatically generates the XML. Advanced XML support in Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 allows organizations to define the structure and content of a file, enabling efficient indexing, searching, aggregation, and reuse of text-based information. 

Word 2003 can open and save files in any XML schema. When saving as XML, users also have the option to include, in addition to their own XML data, XML that describes the document formatting by using the WordML schema.

The support for XML in Excel 2003 opens a wide range of possibilities for processing data from an Excel file in other programs. For example, an expense report solution could be created that consists of an Excel spreadsheet template mapped to an organization’s XML schema for expense reports. After entering data in Excel and producing an XML file matching the expense report schema, that data could easily be consumed by the company’s SAP accounting system—or any other back-end system or platform that supports XML—for processing. The XML capabilities of Excel unlock this information so that it can be used across multiple disparate systems within heterogeneous environments.

Support for customer-defined XML schemas enables more information creation, capture, exchange, and reuse through familiar tools while also minimizing end-user training requirements. Save, edit, and retrieve information by defining your own XML tags or using industry standard tags and schemas, depending on your business needs. While opening and saving documents, you can customize how the data is formatted.

The following are some of the benefits of XML:
· Straightforward exchange of data. XML allows data to be retrieved and used from disparate and otherwise incompatible systems. 

· Simple reuse of data. Reuse of information through XML eliminates the need 
to re-key or recode, and thereby reduces the time required and errors 
generated in repurposing information.

· Easily searchable information. XML gives structure and meaning to electronic information so that information becomes much easier to search and organize.

· Different views of the same data. Because XML separates content from its presentation, the same information can be used in different environments, formats, programs, and devices, depending on the user's needs.

Because XML is the current industry standard for importing and exporting data, the systems used in your organization may employ several different XML schemas. Access 2003 enables you to transform the schema used by one set of data into the schema used by another set, using an XSL transform when exporting and importing XML.

For example, a Human Resources (HR) director can use Access 2003 to store HR data but use another application for payroll data. On a quarterly basis, the director can add the payroll data to the HR data to track each employee’s use of vacation time and sick leave. The payroll application includes functionality to export data to XML, but the schema used by the payroll system is different from the schema used by the HR system. When importing the data, Access 2003 enables a user to seamlessly merge the data used in both payroll and HR. 

Smart Documents

Applies to Access, Word, and Excel

Smart documents can be easily incorporated into a variety of business processes like expense reporting. In addition, they can help companies efficiently deal with contact or information creation that involves multiple authors or sources. Smart documents are those that have embedded smart tags, an XML-based solution development and deployment platform. 

Smart documents are a foundation technology used by many of the Office Solution Accelerators and can be designed by organizations to support custom business processes. Office Solution Accelerators leverage XML extensively in their implementation and design, and as such leverage Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 and Microsoft Windows SharePoint 2003 collaborative technologies extensively.

Smart documents are a new feature in Word 2003. Depending on the user type or ID, or on input from the user, a Word 2003 document could reconfigure itself to include the necessary sections that the user needs to complete, such as a performance review form that has different sections for management and employees.

In Access 2003, smart tags enable the dynamic recognition of data within documents and spreadsheets. Such actions include inserting relevant data, linking to a Web page, looking up data, and converting data. Smart tags can be added to any field in a table, query, form, report, or data access page in a database.

Among the smart tag capabilities, Access 2003 uses smart tags for error checking and propagating field properties. Access 2003 flags common errors on forms and reports, and offers options for correcting them. Propagating field properties is as simple as modifying a property in one location and then selecting to propagate the change throughout all controls bound to that field.

In Excel 2003, smart tags integrate with XML support, and smart tag actions can be linked to XML elements in documents or spreadsheets. Word also extends the functionality of smart tags to apply to XML elements directly, so actions can be provided for entire sections of documents rather than just a few words, and actions can work on types or collections of data rather than relying on text recognition. For example, a custom smart tag can be written that appears on fields that require the user to enter data and then offers to pre-populate the data. A smart tag action can also be provided that applies different views of the XML data that the Research task pane retrieves.

A smart tag can help users take advantage of external resources. For example, when a U.S. financial symbol such as "MSFT" is typed in a cell, smart tag actions provide a list of available smart tag actions. Users can click the smart tag (the purple triangle in the corner of a worksheet cell), and then select the action "Recent news on MSN Money Central." The browser opens to a Web page that contains news and information about the company. When finished, the user can close the browser and continue to work in Excel 2003.
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With Office Professional Edition 2003, smart tags can be attached to fields on tables, queries, forms, and data access pages in Access.

Electronic Forms

Applies to InfoPath
Today's organizations create and use massive amounts of information, from sales figures to performance appraisals to purchase orders. Gathering this data is a top priority for teams and organizations. For example, a Microsoft study shows that as part of the process of gathering and managing information, currently 70 million workers, or 59 percent of working adults in the United States, complete forms on a regular basis as part of their job responsibilities.

Currently, many information workers collect that information through paper forms or electronic documents, spreadsheets, and e-mail. Others have built custom in-house applications using Web-based or proprietary forms tools. Because of the difficulty of extracting and reusing information from these applications or tools, information workers often must retype information leading to data-entry errors and inefficient business processes.

InfoPath was designed to address all of these customer needs. It streamlines the process of gathering information and makes it easy to reuse information throughout the organization. InfoPath is the “premier smart client” for Web services—a user-friendly application that enables information workers use Web services at their desktops to access enterprise information.

For example, business people may create travel itineraries while on business trips or meeting with people across organizations. These documents may include the purpose, location, and other relevant information about the meeting agenda. A smart document solution would enable seamless and integrated access to pertinent customer information in real-time fashion, shortening the cycle time for generating these documents. This directly enhances productivity by reducing the copy-and-paste operations currently necessary to complete these tasks today across multiple applications and systems. 
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Example of a travel itinerary in InfoPath. 
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InfoPath allows integration with e-mail forms. 

SharePoint List Data Support

Applies to Excel
Windows SharePoint Services allows teams to create Web sites for information sharing and document collaboration, benefits that help increase individual and team productivity. Windows SharePoint Services is a component of the Windows Server™ 2003 information worker infrastructure and provides team services and sites to Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition and other desktop programs. It also serves as a platform for application development. 

Windows SharePoint Services sites take file storage to a new level, providing communities for team collaboration and making it easy for users to work together on documents, tasks, contacts, events, and other information. In addition, team and site managers can coordinate site content and user activity easily. The Windows SharePoint Services environment is designed for easy and flexible deployment, administration, and application development.

Users of Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 can edit Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services lists using Excel 2003. If the list is linked to a Windows SharePoint Services site, any changes made to the data in the Excel worksheet are reflected in the Windows SharePoint Services site when synchronized. The SharePoint Datasheet List Control makes an Excel-like editing experience available in a browser for editing content in Windows SharePoint Services. The Datasheet List Control is the quickest and easiest way to edit SharePoint list data.
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SharePoint list and Excel edit/synchronize experience. 
Solution Accelerators

Applies to various Office System components specific to each accelerator
Designed for and built on the Microsoft Office System, Office Solution Accelerators are software components, templates, and best practices guides crafted to solve common business problems and ease the burden of everyday business tasks. Each accelerator is designed to help develop a solution to a problem, enabling a person or team to accomplish a specific task, such as streamlining recruiting functions, consolidating administrative tasks, creating customized reports, and writing proposals. 

The list below represents the current Office Solution Accelerators: 

Office Solution Accelerator for Proposals
Office components utilized: Word, InfoPath, and SharePoint 
The Microsoft Office Solution Accelerator for Proposals helps organizations increase revenues through a greater proposal win rate and broader participation. At the same time, it saves proposal development costs by deploying resources more effectively. These benefits are achieved by creating more compelling, accurate, and compliant proposals in a streamlined proposal development process.

Office Solution Accelerator for Recruiting (Human Resources)
Office components utilized: Word, Excel, Outlook, InfoPath, and SharePoint 
The Microsoft Office Solution Accelerator for Recruiting empowers customers to reduce redundant effort and costs, and increase enterprise productivity. It is designed to cut costs by improving the company’s hiring process and compliance with hiring regulations, while enabling employees to share data more efficiently.

Office Solution Accelerator for Sarbanes-Oxley (Finance)
Office components utilized: Excel, InfoPath, and SharePoint 
The Microsoft Office Solution Accelerator for Sarbanes-Oxley facilitates regulatory compliance and sustainable corporate governance by enhancing visibility over financial processes and internal controls. The Solution Accelerator seamlessly combines Microsoft technologies to enable document and information management, automated workflow, worker collaboration, and status reporting.

Office Solution Accelerator for Six Sigma (Operations)
Office components utilized: Microsoft Project, InfoPath, and SharePoint 
The Microsoft Office Solution Accelerator for Six Sigma is an integrated set of products and services customized for Six Sigma practitioners. The Solution Accelerator can help Six Sigma teams more effectively manage a large number of projects, more easily track their financial impact, and electronically share knowledge gathered across the enterprise. The Six Sigma accelerator collectively utilizes the Microsoft Enterprise Project Management platform and extensible third-party products and services together with deployment partners to deliver the tools, guidance, and support to ensure the success of Six Sigma professionals.

Visual Studio Tools for Office

Applies to Word and Excel
Visual Studio Tools for Office enables developers and end-users to build and utilize solutions using Microsoft Visual Studio .NET 2003 and the Microsoft .NET Framework. These solutions add functionality to Excel 2003 and Word 2003 files opened with Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 and provide a common development environment and toolset across the Microsoft platform. Visual Studio Tools for Office cannot be installed or invoked without Office Professional Edition 2003. 

Futures

While at present Microsoft does not have any detailed information regarding the differences between the Standard and Professional Enterprise Edition in future releases of Microsoft Office, it is Microsoft’s strategy to continue to deliver high-value capabilities for connected enterprise customers in the Professional Enterprise Edition. These enhancements will continue to drive organizational productivity gains in the years to come and remove cost from business processes by connecting the front office and the back office systems in an intuitive and consistent fashion for end users.

Conclusion

Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 is designed to make it easier for people to manage an ever-increasing volume of business information. Improvements and new features in Outlook 2003 enable users to organize and prioritize e-mail messages quickly and easily, and new security settings offer increased support for junk e-mail filtering. Support for remote and mobile workers includes improvements to connectivity performance, such as better caching, and shared calendars. Obtaining information from a variety of locations is made easier with organizational tools, such as the Research Task Pane. Including applications like Access and InfoPath makes this edition different than any other. InfoPath removes the need to create custom in-house applications using Web-based tools and streamlines the process of information-gathering. With Access, everyone in your organization can create or use powerful database solutions that make organizing, accessing, and sharing information easier than ever.

Critical business information is often kept separate from the programs that workers know and use. With its extensive support for industry-standard XML, Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition helps bring business processes and information together on the desktop. To facilitate greater efficiency, features such as Smart documents and Programmable Task Panes help users to share customizable, task-specific information easily.

Through integration with Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services, Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 offers advances in intranet collaboration to help users gain access to and share information both internally and externally. Support for Information Rights Management, and industry-standard XML provides a platform on which to build cost-effective solutions that can have an immediate, positive impact. In addition, Microsoft Office Professional Enterprise Edition 2003 offers new ways to organize and manage e-mail and make more use out of the workday. 
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