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About the Outlbar.inf File

Outlbar.inf is similar to other .ini or .inf files. It is a text file that consists of a set of sections. Each section begins with a section heading and may contain various commands or properties. A section name may contain any combination of alphanumeric characters, but may not contain any spaces. The following table describes the sections of a basic Outlbar.inf file.

	Section
	Description

	

	[Version]
	Required. Provides basic version information for validating the Outlbar.inf file.

	[DefaultOutlookBar]
	Required. This section runs whenever the default Outlook Bar is being constructed. It contains pointers to other sections, which specify the groups and shortcuts to create.

	[DefaultOutlookBarPIMOnly]
	Used in place of [DefaultOutlookBar], if Outlook is set up in PIM Only mode.

	[DefaultOutlookBarNoIFM]
	Used in place of [DefaultOutlookBar], if Outlook is set up without installing Integrated File Management (IFM).

	[DefaultOutlookBarPIMOnlyNoIFM]
	Used in place of [DefaultOutlookBar], if Outlook is set up in PIM Only mode and Integrated File Management (IFM) is not installed.

	[UpgradeOutlookBar]
	Used in place of [DefaultOutlookBar], if you are upgrading from Outlook 97. If [UpgradeOutlookBar] is used, [UpgradeGroupSections] applies rather than [GroupSections].

	[GroupSections]
	Represents an Outlook Bar Group. This section contains pointers to collections of shortcuts represented by [ShortcutsSections].

	[UpgradeGroupSections]
	Used in place of [GroupSections], if you are upgrading from Outlook 97. If [UpgradeOutlookBar] is used, [UpgradeGroupSections] applies rather than [GroupSections].

	[ShortcutsSections]
	Represents a collection of shortcuts. This section contains pointers to shortcuts described by [ShortcutSections].

	[ShortcutSections]
	Specifies properties for a single shortcut.

	[Strings]
	Optional. Lists localizable strings used throughout the Outlbar.inf file.


 [Version]

This following format defines the standard header for all Outlbar.inf files:

[Version]

Signature="$Chicago$"

OutlookInfVersion=1

If the signature is not $Chicago$ or if the OutlookInfVersion is not specified, Outlook will not accept the .inf file as valid. The signature string recognition is not case-sensitive.

[DefaultOutlookBar]

The [DefaultOutlookBar] sections create groups of shortcuts for [GroupSections] that you specify. These sections use the following basic format:

AddGroups=

<group-section>[,<group-section>]…

Each listed section must correspond to a section in the Outlbar.inf file. The following example shows a typical [DefaultOutlookBar] section that creates three groups of shortcuts:

[DefaultOutlookBar]

AddGroups=OutlookGroup,MailGroup,OtherGroup

In this example, the Outlbar.inf file would contain at least three other sections that defined the contents of each group.

[GroupSections]

[GroupSections] contain three parts:

· Name=<group name>

Specifies a name for the Outlook Bar Group represented by this section. If this property is omitted, the section name is used.

· Shortcuts=<shortcuts-section>
[,<shortcuts-section>]…

Lists pointers to other sections in the Outlbar.inf file that describe sets of shortcuts in the group. Each section of this type represents an Outlook Bar Group.

· ViewType=<integer>

If set to a value of 1, creates the group in small icon mode.

If you are upgrading from Outlook 97 and using [UpgradeGroupSections], the commands specify the values that you want to change for the group. Also, the OldName command specifies the name of the previous group that you want to change; the ShortcutsGroupIndex command (integer value) specifies that the shortcuts should be added to a group at a particular index, rather than the group specified by the OldName command.

The following example shows a typical [GroupSection]:

[OutlookGroup]

Name=Outlook

Shortcuts=OutlookShortcuts

If the name of the section is used as a parameter to a command in an [DefaultOutlookBar] section, the command affects that section and its contents. For example, if this sample section were referred to by the AddGroup command in the [DefaultOutlookBar] section, a group with a display name of "Outlook" would be created and would contain all of the shortcuts listed in the "OutlookShortcuts" section.

Note   Make sure you define the Name and Shortcuts properties when you create a group. If you leave out these properties, a blank group appears on the Outlook Bar.

[ShortcutsSections]

The following syntax lets you list a shortcut as part of the [ShortcutsSections] collection:

<shortcut-section-reference>

[=<target-namespace>{,<rootid> | ,[<rootid>],<path>}]

The properties for the shortcut are specified in the [ShortcutSection] pointed to by this line. Optionally, you can also set the Target property, and the [ShortcutSection] of the same name will be ignored; all other properties will use their default values.

[ShortcutsSections] list a sequence of shortcuts. If a section is referred to by a Shortcuts command in [GroupSections], it is considered an element of that group. Therefore, any commands will also affect the shortcuts in that group. For example, consider the following segment from Outlbar.inf:

[DefaultOutlookBar]

AddGroup=OutlookBarGroup

[OutlookBarGroup]

Shortcuts=OutlookShortcuts

[OutlookShortcuts]

Inbox

If Outlook processes this segment, an Outlook Bar Group named OutlookBarGroup is created. A single icon, Inbox, is installed in that group.

This example shows a typical [ShortcutsSection]:

[OutlookShortcuts]

Inbox=1,1

; Special syntax. No need for an [Inbox] section.

Calendar

Contacts=1,3
; Also uses special syntax.

Tasks

Journal

Notes

DeletedItems

Note the use of the optional syntax to specify the Target property for both the Inbox and the Contacts shortcut. Because the other shortcuts use the standard syntax, the following [ShortcutSections] would be expected from this example: [Calendar], [Tasks], [Journal], [Notes], and [DeletedItems].

[ShortcutSections]

[ShortcutSections] contain two parts:

· Target=<target-namespace>
{,<rootid> | ,[<rootid>],<path>}

Required. Specifies the shortcut target.

· Name=<name>

Optional. Overrides the default name for the shortcut, which is determined by the <namespace> field.

Each [ShortcutSection] describes a single shortcut and must have a target. Optionally, you can override the display name by setting the Name property. You can specify the target with either the <rootid> or the <path> field. If you use the <path> field, the <rootid> field must have a value of 0 (as a placeholder), and the <path> field must be either a full path (for example, \\Public Folders\All Public Folders\Office), or a path relative to the default store root (for example, Inbox\subfoldername).

The following are available values for the <namespace> field:

· MAPI namespace - Integer value of 1. Shortcuts point to MAPI folders. For a list of valid codes, see “MAPI Namespace <Rootid> Codes”.
· File System namespace - Integer value of 2. Shortcuts point to file system objects (files). For a list of valid codes, see “File System Namespace <Rootid> Codes.
· URL namespace – Integer value of 3. Shortcuts point to Web addresses (URLs). Any valid Web address is accepted.

The following example shows a possible [ShortcutSections] for a default MAPI calendar folder:

[Calendar]

Target=1,1



; 1 is Calendar

[Strings]

This section must be named [Strings]. Use the following format for this section:

<Strings-key>=<value>

This section defines one or more <Strings-key> fields. <Strings-key> must be a unique name consisting of letters and digits. <Value> is a string consisting of letters, digits, or other printable characters. It should be enclosed in double quotation marks if the corresponding <Strings-key> is used for an item that requires double quotation marks.

Although the [Strings] section is generally the last section in the Outlbar.inf file, a <Strings-key> defined in this section may be used anywhere in the Outlbar.inf file that the corresponding string would be used. Outlook expands the <Strings-key> to the given string and uses it for further processing. A <Strings-key> used in another section must be enclosed in percent signs (%). Also, the [Strings] section makes it easier to translate strings for international markets by placing all strings that can be displayed by the Outlook Bar in a single section of the Outlbar.inf file.

The following example shows the [Strings] section for a sample Outlbar.inf file:

[Strings]

OUTLGRP="Outlook"

MAILGRP="Mail"

OTHRGRP="Other"

This example shows how to use a string from the [Strings] section:

[OutlookGroup]

Name=%OUTLGRP% Group
; Names the group "Outlook Group"

Tasks

Using String Substitution in the Outlbar.inf file

The Outlbar.inf file provides support for a table of localizable strings. The Outlbar.inf file can contain a [Strings] section that provides a table of strings for substitution. Generally, the Outlbar.inf string table should include all of the strings that appear in the Outlook Bar user interface.

The following example shows a typical substitution string:

[MyGroup]

Name=%GROUPNAME%

; %GROUPNAME% is expanded to "Microsoft Ren"

[Strings]

GROUPNAME="Microsoft Ren"

Using comments in the Outlbar.inf file

Comments may appear on any line in the Outlbar.inf file. A comment is preceded by a semicolon (;). Comment text appears between the semicolon and the end of a line. Note that semicolons within quotation marks do not begin comments.

In this example, the bold text is a comment:

[Inbox]

Name="Hello;World"
; This also sets the display name
MAPI Namespace <Rootid> Codes

The following table defines the values for the <rootid> codes used for [ShortcutsSections] and [ShortcutSections].

	Value
	Special Folder
	Icon

	

	0
	Inbox
	Inbox

	1
	Calendar
	Calendar

	2
	Contacts
	Contacts

	3
	Tasks
	Tasks

	4
	Journal
	Journal

	5
	Notes
	Notes

	6
	Deleted Items
	Trash can

	7
	Sent Items
	Sent Items folder

	8
	Outbox
	Outbox tray

	9
	Drafts
	Drafts folder

	10
	Outlook Today
	Outlook Today

	11
	Public Folders Root
	Generic store

	12
	Public Folder Favorites folder
	Mail folder

	13
	News
	News

	14
	User Public Folder Favorites
	None

	15
	User Store folders
	None


File System Namespace <Rootid> Codes

The following table lists the <rootid> values that you can use with the File System namespace. The values are derived from constants documented in the Win32® Software Developer's Kit (SDK). Consult this SDK for more information about these constants.

	Value
	Win32 Constant (from SHLOBJ.H)
	Interpretation

	

	0
	CSIDL_DESKTOP
	Desktop folder

	1
	CSIDL_INTERNET
	The Internet

	2
	CSIDL_PROGRAMS
	Start Menu Programs folder

	3
	CSIDL_CONTROLS
	Control Panel

	4
	CSIDL_PRINTERS
	Printers

	5
	CSIDL_PERSONAL
	My Documents

	6
	CSIDL_FAVORITES
	Internet Favorites Bookmarks folder

	7
	CSIDL_STARTUP
	Start Menu Programs Startup folder

	8
	CSIDL_RECENT
	Recent Documents; contains links

	9
	CSIDL_SENDTO
	Contains items placed on Send To shortcut menu

	10
	CSIDL_BITBUCKET
	Recycle Bin

	11
	CSIDL_STARTMENU
	Start Menu folder

	16
	CSIDL_DESKTOPDIRECTORY
	Desktop folder

	17
	CSIDL_DRIVES
	My Computer

	18
	CSIDL_NETWORK
	Network Neighborhood

	19
	CSIDL_NETHOOD
	Consult Win32 documentation

	20
	CSIDL_FONTS
	Fonts folder

	21
	CSIDL_TEMPLATES
	Consult Win32 documentation

	22
	CSIDL_COMMON_STARTMENU
	Common Start Menu folder

	23
	CSIDL_COMMON_PROGRAMS
	Common Start Menu Programs folder

	24
	CSIDL_COMMON_STARTUP
	Common Start Menu Programs Startup folder

	25
	CSIDL_COMMON_DESKTOPDIRECTORY
	Common Desktop folder

	26
	CSIDL_APPDATA
	Consult Win32 documentation

	27
	CSIDL_PRINTHOOD
	Consult Win32 documentation

	28
	None
	Outlook Installation Directory

	29
	CSIDL_ALTSTARTUP
	Consult Win32 documentation

	30
	CSIDL_COMMON_ALTSTARTUP
	Consult Win32 documentation

	31
	CSIDL_COMMON_FAVORITES
	Consult Win32 documentation

	32
	CSIDL_INTERNET_CACHE
	Internet Explorer Cache folder

	33
	CSIDL_COOKIES
	Internet Explorer Cookies folder

	34
	CSIDL_HISTORY
	Internet Explorer History folder


Predefined Substitution Strings

Outlook includes several predefined strings that you can use in the Outlbar.inf file. These strings expand as paths to various directory locations based on the end-user setup. You cannot use these strings in the [Strings] section.

The following example shows a predefined substitution string:

[Notepad]

%11%\NOTEPAD.EXE
; %11% is the user's Windows System directory

The following table lists the available substitution strings.

	ID
	Location

	

	01
	Location of the operating system

	10
	Machine directory (maps to the Windows directory on a server-based setup)

	11
	Windows System directory

	12
	Windows System Drivers directory

	13
	Windows Command directory (Windows 95 only)

	17
	Windows INF directory

	18
	Windows Help directory

	20
	Windows Fonts directory

	21
	Windows Viewers directory

	22
	Windows VMM32 directory (Windows 95 only)

	23
	Windows Color directory (Windows 95 only)

	24
	Root of the drive containing the Windows directory

	25
	Windows directory

	26
	Guaranteed boot device for Windows Winboot (Windows 95 only)

	28
	Host Winboot (Windows 95 only)

	30
	Root directory of boot drive

	31
	Root directory for the host drive of a virtual boot drive - compressed volume (Windows 95 only)


Sample Outlbar.inf File

; -----------------------------------------------------------------

; This file is used to construct the default Outlook Bar, and to

; upgrade from an old version.

; -----------------------------------------------------------------

[Version]

Signature="$CHICAGO$"

Class=Outlook

OutlookInfVersion=1

[UpgradeOutlookBar]

UpgradeGroup=UpgradeOutlook,UpgradeMail,UpgradeOther

[UpgradeOutlook]

OldName=%OLDOUTLGRP%

Name=%OUTLGRP%

ShortcutsGroupIndex=0

Shortcuts=UpgradeOutlookShortcuts

[UpgradeOutlookShortcuts]

TodaysOutlook

[UpgradeMail]

OldName=%OLDMAILGRP%

Name=%MAILGRP%

ViewType=1

Shortcuts=UpgradeMailShortcuts

[UpgradeMailShortcuts]

Drafts=1,9

[UpgradeOther]

OldName=%OLDOTHRGRP%

Name=%OTHRGRP%

Shortcuts=UpgradeOtherShortcuts

[UpgradeOtherShortcuts]

OutlookWebSite

[DefaultOutlookBar]

AddGroup=OutlookGroup,MailGroup,OtherGroup

[DefaultOutlookBarPIMOnly]

AddGroup=OutlookGroupPIM,MailGroupPIM,OtherGroup

[DefaultOutlookBarNoIFM]

AddGroup=OutlookGroup,MailGroup

[DefaultOutlookBarPIMOnlyNoIFM]

AddGroup=OutlookGroupPIM,MailGroupPIM

[OutlookGroup]

Name=%OUTLGRP%

Shortcuts=OutlookGroupShortcuts

[OutlookGroupPIM]

Name=%OUTLGRP%

Shortcuts=OutlookGroupShortcutsPIM

[MailGroup]

Name=%MAILGRP%

ViewType=1

Shortcuts=MailGroupShortcuts

[MailGroupPIM]

Name=%MAILGRP%

ViewType=1

Shortcuts=MailGroupShortcutsPIM

[OtherGroup]

Name=%OTHRGRP%

Shortcuts=OtherGroupShortcuts

[OutlookGroupShortcuts]

TodaysOutlook

Inbox=1,0

Calendar=1,1

Contacts=1,2

Tasks=1,3

Notes=1,5

Deleted=1,6

[MailGroupShortcuts]

Drafts=1,9

Outbox=1,8

Sent=1,7

Journal=1,4

OfficeUpdateWebSite

[OutlookGroupShortcutsPIM]

TodaysOutlook

Calendar=1,1

Contacts=1,2

Tasks=1,3

Notes=1,5

Deleted=1,6

[MailGroupShortcutsPIM]

Inbox=1,0

Drafts=1,9

Journal=1,4

OfficeUpdateWebSite

[OtherGroupShortcuts]

UserComputer

UserDocuments

UserFavorites

[TodaysOutlook]

Target=1,10

Name=%TODAYSOUTLOOK%

[PublicFoldersRoot]

Target=1,11

[UserPfFavorites]

Target=1,14

[UserTopLevelFolders]

Target=1,15

[UserComputer]

Target=2,17    ; FATNS,CSIDL_DRIVES      (My Computer)

[UserDocuments]

Target=2,5     ; FATNS,CSIDL_PERSONAL    (My Documents)

[UserFavorites]

Target=2,6     ; FATNS,CSIDL_FAVORITES   (Favorites)

[OfficeUpdateWebSite]

Target=3,,%OFFICEUPDATEURL%

Name=%OFFICEUPDATEURLNAME%

[Strings]

OUTLGRP="Outlook Shortcuts"

MAILGRP="My Shortcuts"

OTHRGRP="Other Shortcuts"

OLDOUTLGRP="Outlook"

OLDMAILGRP="Mail"

OLDOTHRGRP="Other"

TODAYSOUTLOOK="Outlook Today"

OFFICEUPDATEURL="http://www.microsoft.com/isapi/redir.dll?prd=outlook&pver=9.0&ar=officeupdate&clcid=0x0409"

OFFICEUPDATEURLNAME="Outlook Update"
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