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Microsoft Business Solutions(Axapta Object server

Microsoft® Business Solutions–Axapta® Object Server is a scalable solution that helps improve the performance of Microsoft Business Solutions–Axapta while helping ensure flexibility and connectivity throughout your organization.
Key Benefits
· Performance—enhance the performance of your Microsoft Axapta solution

· Flexibility—start small and build as you grow—the system will grow with your business
· Security—enhance the security of your data

A Microsoft Business Solutions–Axapta Application Object Server (AOS) is an application server that can execute business logic for thin clients and allow multiple connections and other types of clients to access the database, conduct load balancing, and much more. AOS technology is scalable and helps enhance the flexibility, performance, and connectivity of your solution. 

Microsoft Business Solutions–Axapta is an all-in-one solution that gives you real-time connectivity across your business. Using Microsoft Axapta Object Server, you can extend this connectivity to your employees in a flexible and stable environment as you grow your company. 

Improve the performance of Microsoft Axapta 

Whether your company is a growing business or is already large and established, the performance of your enterprise resource planning (ERP) solution is always an important issue. Often, the performance challenge is met by sinking an increasing amount of money in expensive hardware that can become obsolete faster than your investment would pay back. Microsoft AOS technology can help you face this challenge cost-effectively. 

Microsoft Axapta AOS technology enables Microsoft Axapta to support thin clients, a low-cost client technology in which the server executes calculations and runs the business logic for the client computers. Therefore, thin client computers don’t have to be as powerful and expensive as their rich client siblings that run all the calculations and the business logic locally on the computer. Thin client environments are popular because they are easy to deploy and maintain, which leads to a lower total cost of ownership (TCO) for the entire solution. 

With a Microsoft Axapta AOS system, you can enjoy the benefits of both thin and rich client environments. The choice of environment is yours, and you can even mix them together to gain the full benefits of both worlds. For example, an AOS lets your IT department set up clients with different hardware capabilities (clock speed, network, memory, etc.). The AOS system allocates high bandwidth to heavy client machinery (usually newer computers) so they can exploit their capabilities by accessing the database directly. At the same time, the system will allow older computers with less capability to run as thin clients, with the AOS executing business logic for them. The technology not only increases the value and lifetime of your current server “farm,” but it also provide your users with a better experience and helps your company get the best possible performance from its IT resources.

A scalable solution that can grow with your company 

As your company grows, your needs change. You need a system that will scale as the demands on your system evolve. That’s why Microsoft Axapta Application Object Server supports clustering—that is, many servers linked together to form what appears to users as a single, highly available high-performance system. Clustering lets your Microsoft Axapta solution grow with your needs, without forcing you to replace existing hardware. All you need is a standard Microsoft Windows® 2000 Server.

Whether you need to add 200 new users, five new locations, or just want your solution to perform even better, the AOS is there to do the hard work for you and your users. If your solution is running out of power due to increased loads, simply install another AOS to compensate for the additional load on the system. Because there is only one set of business logic, you can even add more servers without shutting down the system. 

Microsoft Axapta AOS systems also provide redundancy. If one AOS is taken down for service or suffers an error, other AOS’s automatically take over. There is no need to stop the system, and all your users can keep working without ever knowing a problem existed. 

A flexible solution that can match your unique needs
With one or more Microsoft Axapta Application Object Servers in place, you don’t need to worry about integrating different data access methods like Web browsers, TCP/IP traffic or third-party products. Since the business logic is executed by the server and not the client, the AOS can work with a wide range of clients, including 2 or 3-tier Windows clients, Web browsers, XML, COM-enabled clients (Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel®, etc.), mobile clients, and much more. Or you can connect to Microsoft Axapta over the Internet using Microsoft Business Solutions–Axapta Web Deployment. Web Deployment lets you install, update, configure or launch Microsoft Axapta, all with the touch of a button.

A Microsoft Axapta AOS system will work efficiently, whether a user is working inside or outside the company walls—or even in another country. With the very low bandwidth requirements of an AOS, your users can connect to Microsoft Axapta over a phone line. Depending on the processes being performed, five users can share the same 64kbps ISDN connection. The technology’s bandwidth optimization also provides an important benefit for local area networks (LANs), which have a reputation for creating bottlenecks. With an AOS system, you can get a much lower load on your network when clients are running 3-tier thin clients, since there is less data transmission between the client and the AOS.

Enhance the security of your data
Microsoft Axapta AOS technology supports a long list of security measures so you can rest assured that your data is safe, even when opening up your systems to the Internet. As with the rest of Microsoft Axapta, the AOS is also highly flexible and versatile, and lets you secure your data according to your company’s unique needs. Whether you want to provide access through a Virtual Private Network (VPN), firewall(s) or by using physical security measures, the AOS is ready to extend your data security with features such as: 

· Built-in data encryption based on common standards 
· Microsoft-standard security measures
· No direct access to the database
· The user must be known to Microsoft Axapta
· Individual user configuration and security setup
· Individual user access to data
· Record level security

In addition, the client configuration does not store the information that would allow it to connect to the Microsoft Axapta database. Therefore, the client machine can’t use query analyzers or similar tools to access the database directly.
Part of a total solution
Microsoft Axapta Object Servers are designed to work with Microsoft Business Solutions–Axapta, a customizable, scalable and global ERP solution that provides you with a fast and powerful way to gain a competitive advantage.

For more information about Microsoft Axapta

To learn more about Microsoft Axapta, contact your local Microsoft Business Solutions office, a Microsoft Certified Business Solutions reselling partner, and/or visit www.microsoft.com/BusinessSolutions.
About Microsoft Business Solutions

Microsoft Business Solutions, a business group of Microsoft, offers a wide range of integrated, end-to-end business applications and services designed to help small, midmarket and corporate businesses become more connected with customers, employees, partners and suppliers. Microsoft Business Solutions applications optimize strategic business processes across financial management, analytics, human resources management, project management, customer relationship management, field service management, supply chain management, e-commerce, manufacturing and retail management. The applications are designed to help provide insight to help customers achieve business success. More information about Microsoft Business Solutions can be found at www.microsoft.com/BusinessSolutions.
Address

Microsoft Business Solutions 
Frydenlunds Allé 6 
2950 Vedbaek 
Denmark 
Tel +45 45 67 80 00 
Fax +45 45 67 80 01 
www.microsoft.com/BusinessSolutions
	Key Features
	Description

	2- and 3-tier environment support
	· 3-tier thin client

· Low client bandwidth

· Less requirements for client machinery

· High database security

· 3-tier rich client

· Maximum utilization of hardware capacity of powerful clients

· Ideal for batch execution and “heavy clients”
· 2- and 3-tier mixed environment

· Maximum utilization of overall company hardware capacity

· Ideal for companies with mixed user needs (some heavy, some light needs)

	Cluster technology
	· Automatically balance users between servers in the cluster

· Increase redundancy by adding extra AOS servers

· If one server fails, clients only have to reconnect to continue working

	Scalability
	· Increase number of users to expand your business solution as your business grows

· Expand capacity by adding another server to your AOS cluster

	Web deployment
	· Install, update, configure or launch Axapta by the touch of a button

· No manual installation process

· Button showing status of local installation

· Client configuration stored on the server-side


	System Requirements
	

	To obtain all of the features mentioned in this fact sheet, 
the following modules and technologies are required
	· Microsoft Business Solutions-Axapta 3.0
· Microsoft Business Solutions-Axapta Object Server + Users
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