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Abstract

This guide compares the requirements of the Microsoft® Windows® Server 2003 and Windows 2000 Server Certified for Windows program.
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Introduction

This is a high level guide that compares the requirements for the Certified for Windows program for Windows 2000 Server and Windows Server 2003. Both programs are described in detail on Certified for Windows.

Certification for Windows Requirements for Windows Server 2003

Windows Server 2003 has certification requirements that Windows 2000 Server does not have. To be certified for Windows Server 2003, applications are required to:, such as
· Degrade gracefully when services are unavailable.
· Not require an inappropriate reboot.

· Install kernel mode components.  

· Support smart card log on.
· Support Secure Credential Management.
· Run in a highly secure configuration.
· Not make insecure additions to the secure desktop.
· Use secure network connections. 

· Not cause services to become unavailable.

· Execute appropriately in a multi-lingual environment.

· Use kernel resources appropriately. 
· Never install or cause to install services that both present a user interface and run as LocalSystem.

· Be compatible with virus scanning of input output (I/O) write to files (Enterprise Edition and Datacenter Edition.)

· Follow QFE and Service Pack Guidelines for support centers (Datacenter Edition only.)
Updated Requirements for the Certified for Windows Program
The following table details the previous and current requirements for the Windows Server 2003 family of products.
	Previous Requirement
	Updated Requirement
	Edition

	Applications must perform primary functionality and maintain stability.
	Applications must not cause unplanned downtime.
	All Editions

	Kernel testing with DevCTL.

	Kernel testing coverage is increased by identifying and testing hidden driver interfaces

	Datacenter Edition

	Installation to program files by default. 
	Administrator must have control of install locations.
	All Editions

	Active Directory® (made optional in Windows 2000, unless the application extended the Active Directory Schema.)
	Policy remains the same, but it is now an official supplement.
	All Editions

	Clustering support.
 

	Clustering support restricted to infrastructure applications and is focused on looking for security holes.
	Enterprise and Datacenter Edition

	Crash recovery and downtime avoidance 
	This has been updated to include increased system coverage, and more testing options.  
	All Editions (partially applies to Enterprise Edition)

	Applications must demonstrate stability under stress. 
	This has been updated to include a driver verifier during the stress test.
	Datacenter Edition


Previous Requirements for the Certified for Windows Program
There were a number of requirements that applications developed for previous editions of Windows Server had to meet for certification that do not apply to Windows Server 2003. Applications certified for Windows Server 2003 do not:
· Read from or write to Win.ini, System.ini, Autoexec.bat, or Config.sys.
· Document any 16-bit code.
· Require Chapter 3 User Interface Fundamentals (accessibility.)

· Document all services that require more than user level privileges to run.
· Require that Win32 clients running in the context of a trusted domain account support Single Sign-On.

Related Links

See the following resources for further information:

Certified for Windows Program at http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/partners/isvs/cfw.mspx
Certified for Windows Program Frequently Asked Questions at http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/partners/isvs/cfwfaq.mspx
For the latest information about Windows Server 2003, see the Windows Server 2003 Web site at http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/.

