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Introducing the “Longhorn” Ready PC Program

The “Longhorn” Ready PC Program is a new program designed to help computer buyers and manufacturers easily make the transition from Microsoft® Windows® XP-based PCs to PCs running “Longhorn,” code name for the next version of Windows. The program helps ensure computer buyers that the PC they purchase in advance of “Longhorn”’s release, beginning in late 2005, will run the “Longhorn” operating system. PC and component manufacturers will receive technical guidelines and further guidance to help ensure their products optimize the “Longhorn” experience. The program also provides PC manufacturers with opportunities to plan and market “Longhorn”-capable PCs and help enterprises plan for the arrival of the new operating system well in advance.

To qualify for the “Longhorn” Ready PC Program, PCs must have the following:

· A modern CPU 

· 512 MB or more of RAM

· A graphics component with a “Longhorn” Display Driver Model (LDDM). 

Benefits of the “Longhorn” Ready PC Program

For consumers

· For the “Longhorn” release, Microsoft Corp. is heavily investing in the fundamentals — security, reliability, performance and deployment — and is committed to improving these with “Longhorn” to provide a better computing experience.

· Consumers who purchase a “Longhorn” Ready PC will get a familiar, predictable and more secure experience and the ability to do more of what they want to do.

· “Longhorn” Ready PCs are designed to operate optimally with the “Longhorn” operating system.

· Consumers do not need to postpone a computer purchase until the release date of “Longhorn.”

· Computer purchases in the near-term will retain their value after the availability of “Longhorn” protecting investments.

· Consumers will have a smoother migration path to the “Longhorn” platform.

For PC manufacturers

· The “Longhorn” Ready PC Program will help maintain PC sales momentum while readying for the launch of “Longhorn.” 

· PC manufacturers can build and market PCs in the near-term that will efficiently run “Longhorn.”

· Computer manufacturers benefit from a phased marketing plan to increase customer awareness and create demand in a market ready and eager for the “Longhorn” computing experience.

· PC manufacturers get an early advantage in product development before the “Longhorn” launch to help drive product differentiation and value.
· The value of partner products increases via Microsoft’s marketing activities.
· The “Longhorn” Ready PC Program provides experience building and promoting “Longhorn” Ready PC products to help prepare manufacturers for the new “Longhorn” Logo Program. 
Features of the “Longhorn” Ready PC Program

The “Longhorn” Ready PC Program is a combination of essential PC hardware that will define great overall “Longhorn” performance — the triumvirate of CPU plus memory plus graphics.

Memory is a great investment for “Longhorn” PC performance. “Longhorn” will run fine on 256MB systems, but Microsoft believes that 512 MB or more of RAM provides really good multitasking performance.

With graphics Microsoft wants to provide the customer with a stable and reliable user experience, and this is provided by the new “Longhorn” Display Driver. This driver is also the foundation for enabling the new visual experience. 

The majority of current CPUs will be fine, and the new multicore CPUs promise better multitasking performance and lay the foundation for richer and more demanding scenarios when “Longhorn” debuts. 

How to Join the “Longhorn” Ready PC Program

Licensed PC and component manufacturers can learn how to engage with the 
“Longhorn” Ready PC program by contacting their Microsoft account manager or going online through OEM Connect at https://members.microsoft.com/oemconnect.

#########

Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

For more information, press only:

Sarah Howell, Waggener Edstrom, (425) 638-7000, showell@wagged.com 

Rapid Response Team, Waggener Edstrom, (503) 443-7070, rrt@wagged.com

For electronic media: 
Media Relations at WCTV, (212) 445-8220, mediarelations@wctv.com

[image: image1.png]



- more -


