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A lot of people love the classes and trainers at Microsoft Certified Partners for Learning Solutions (CPLS). But Andrey Kazanov goes them one better. He loved his trainer so much, he married her.

The story of Andrey and his bride, Polina Vasilchenko, may be unique for the Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP) program, which is better known for helping people to enhance their careers than to find true love. But sometimes, as in the case of Polina and Andrey, the MCP program is the highly efficient route to bettering both one’s personal and professional lives at the same time.

Their story begins in July, 2003. Andrey was a system administrator at two small companies in St. Petersburg, Russia. He had gained his knowledge of the Microsoft Windows operating system on the job and from becoming a Microsoft Certified Systems Administrator (MCSA) in 2000. But he sometimes encountered issues for which he wasn’t prepared. Updating his Microsoft certification and becoming a Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer (MCSE), he decided, would give him the knowledge he needed on the job, as well as prepare him for better jobs and higher salaries.

Andrey decided to take two courses in the MCSE track at LIMTU, a Learning Solutions partner in St. Petersburg. The first course proceeded unexceptionally. But when he entered the second course, he was surprised, if not shocked: his trainer was a woman—Polina Vasilchenko.

Polina had earned her first Microsoft certification in 1999 and, by 2003, had gone on to become a Microsoft Certified Solution Developer, MCSE, and MCSA. Microsoft certification led to her job opportunity with LIMTU and, after the first day there, Polina had been determined to become an Microsoft Certified Trainer; she quickly achieved her goal.

As part of his MCSE exam preparation, he and Polina met to review the course material. And that’s when they began to realize they had more than technology in common. “After our studies ended, I knew I wanted to see her again,” Andrey says of Polina. They courted over the course of two years before marrying on April 1, 2005. 

[image: image4.png]Now, the members of this MCP power-couple are planning both their personal and professional futures. Andrey is preparing for his MCSE + Security certification. He says that certification has already made him more effective in his job by giving him the knowledge he needs and a credential that lets his colleagues and supervisors know that he has that knowledge. Polina is preparing to upgrade her certifications for Windows Server 2003.

Both say that having an MCP for a spouse is an extra source of help. “Each of us encounters different problems in our work,” says Polina. “But having an MCP for a spouse means we can discuss these problems with each other and come up with solutions that the other person may not have considered. And in the future? Who knows what we might choose to do together professionally.”
“Until the day I walked into Polina’s class, I’d always believed that only men can understand computers,” says Andrey. “Now I know better. Microsoft has helped me find my life and my wife.”

“Microsoft not only helps with new products and technologies,” agrees Polina. “Thanks to Microsoft I found a good partner for my life. I hope he will be a good husband!”
.
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Microsoft Learning


Microsoft Learning builds innovative learning products that enable both individuals and organizations to make the most of their investment in Microsoft technology. Offerings from Microsoft Learning—encompassing Microsoft training and certification, Microsoft Press® books, and Microsoft TechNet publications—include skills assessments, books, certification programs, classroom and lab-format curriculum, e-learning, and other online reference materials. Our goal? To make you a more efficient user of Microsoft technology. Learn more about Microsoft Learning: 
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“Certification forces you to learn the whole product, the whole solution. You become more valuable to your company and to your clients as a result.”—


“Microsoft has helped me find my life and my wife.”— �Andrey Kazanov











