
Making and reading maps in the 21st century
Student handout
In this activity, you will use Bing Maps to create a customized map project and then present your project to the class.
Step 1: Create your Bing Maps project
· Software: Bing Maps
· What to do: Create your Bing Maps project and review it.
1. Review your teacher's expectations and directions for your project, and make sure you understand how to use the Bing Maps tools.

2. Use Bing Maps to begin finding information and creating your customized map project. Decide which kinds of information you will include and how the user will interact with your map.

3. Meet with your team or teacher to help solve problems and check your progress. Check to make sure that you have used all the Bing Maps tools on the project list provided by your teacher. 

4. Make sure you can answer the following questions:

· How are the digital maps of today different than traditional maps?

· What are the benefits and limitations of digital maps?
· How are locations determined on digital maps?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of the different views available with digital maps? For example, what information does an aerial view provide? A three-dimensional view? When might you prefer to use a standard two-dimensional view? What is the advantage to being able to compare different views of the same location?

· How are maps used differently today than they have been in the past? Would you say their roles are more or less important? Why?

Step 2: Finalize your Bing Maps project and present it
· Software: Bing Maps
· What to do: Finalize your Bing Maps project, reflect on mapmaking, and present your map to the class.
1. Finalize your map project. Make sure you have included and completed all the required elements.

2. Have your team and/or teacher do a final review of your project.

3. Prepare your map project for class viewing.

4. Present your map to the class.

5. Complete the Student Reflection your teacher gave you.

