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LeftHand Networks Announces SAN Filer 150,

Based on Microsoft Windows Storage Server 2003 R2

LeftHand SAN Filer Product to Incorporate New Release
STORAGE NETWORKING WORLD, San Diego, CA, April 4, 2006 — LeftHand Networks®, a provider of complete iSCSI storage area network (SAN) solutions built using patented storage clustering technology, today announced the SAN Filer 150, a refresh of the SAN Filer 100 product based on Microsoft’s Windows Storage Server 2003 R2.  LeftHand licenses Windows Storage Server 2003 R2 from Microsoft.

The LeftHand SAN Filer 150 is a NAS gateway into the LeftHand SAN, enabling the customer to leverage a single, scalable network storage repository for both file and block-based storage.  This unified approach allows customers to take advantage of LeftHand’s just-in-time scalability, ease of management and flexible data availability for both file and block data.  The SAN Filer supports file and print services for Microsoft Windows (SMB/CIFS), Unix/Linux (NFS), Apple (through NFS), and HTTP environments.  
“The capabilities of Windows Storage Server 2003 R2 allow LeftHand Networks to combine file and print services for a variety of platforms with their Open iSCSI SAN offering,” said Dr. Claude Lorenson, group product manager, Storage Technologies at Microsoft Corporation.  “We’re pleased to work with LeftHand to bring the dependability, seamless integration and best economics of Windows Storage Server to LeftHand customers.”
LeftHand customer Specialty Sports, a conglomerate of 120 premier ski, bike, golf, and fly fishing shops, is using the SAN Filer 150 to provide file services for their Microsoft Windows clients.  “It’s ideal for us to manage all of our data – both block and file -- through our SAN,” said Andrew Miller, IT consultant for Specialty Sports.  “With the SAN Filer 150, we get the file management improvements introduced in this new version of Windows Storage Server while taking advantage of the just-in-time scalability of the LeftHand SAN to store all the data from our sports shops.”

“Purchasing the SAN Filer along with the LeftHand SAN lets customers simplify their environment and take advantage of the unique grid-like architecture of the LeftHand SAN for both their block and file data,” said Karl Chen, vice president of marketing and business development at LeftHand. “We’re excited to offer our customers the improved file management available with the release of Windows Storage Server 2003 R2.” 

SAN Filer 150 featuring Windows Storage Server R2 will be available in April.  LeftHand will be demonstrating the SAN Filer 150, along with ‘boot from SAN’ capability in conjunction with emBoot Inc., in the Microsoft Partner Pavilion at SNW.  Stop by Pavilion PPV 3-11 for more information.

About LeftHand Networks

LeftHand Networks pioneered IP-based storage area networks (SAN) in 2001. SANs built using LeftHand’s SAN/iQ® software are uniquely able to distribute and protect data across a cluster of industry-standard storage servers. The company’s patented architecture increases data availability, allows users to start small and grow the SAN seamlessly, and simplifies management. The LeftHand SAN is ideal for primary storage and server consolidation, centralized backup, and disaster recovery. For more information, contact LeftHand at info@lefthandnetworks.com.

Microsoft (plus any other Microsoft trademarks mentioned) is either a registered trademark or trademark of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.
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