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Ladies and gentlemen,
Today in Seattle, Lenovo Group and Microsoft Corporation signed a Genuine Windows Software Cooperative Engagement Agreement. It is expected that Lenovo will purchase Microsoft products worth more than US$ 1.2 Billion. Congratulations on your successful cooperation. 
The rapid development of the bilateral cooperation between China and the United States meant both nations are the most important trade partners to each other. Both Lenovo and Microsoft play an active role in the stable development of China-U.S. economic and trade ties. I appreciate your efforts and achievements. 
The Chinese government is firm on its open policy and IPR to create a favorable business environment for mutually benefiting cooperation between Chinese and U.S. companies. Protecting IPR is not only consistent with China’s needs to build international credit and pursue international cooperation, but also consistent with China’s needs to improve Chinese market economy system. Strengthening protection of IPR is agreed upon and is where the common interests of the two countries lie. 
China has and must constantly improve the IPR protection system and create a good environment in which knowledge and innovation are respected. The Chinese government attaches great importance to IPR protection and our attitudes are unequivocal and our actions are resolute. 
For the past two decades, China has not only established a comprehensive legal framework for IPR protection, joined major international treaties and conventions regarding IPR protection, but has also built a IPR protection model featured by dual tracks of administrative and judicial protection.  The National IPR Working Group under my leadership is devoted to leading and coordinating national IPR protection programs. 
The Chinese government this year will take a series of strong measures to continue improving the level of IPR protection---at different levels we have completed software legalization programs by the end of 2005.  The Chinese government has also developed a working plan for use of legal software by enterprise, which will be announced before the end of this April.   One focus this year will be advancing use of legal software by large scale enterprises including state owned enterprises.  On March 31, the Ministry of Information Industry, National Copyright Administration and the Ministry of Commerce issued rules requiring all computers manufactured within the boundaries of PRC should have legal operating system software pre-installed before they are shipped out, and computers imported from foreign countries should be pre-installed with legal operating system software before they are sold in China.  In early April, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Information Industry, National Copyright Administration and the Government Offices Administration of the State Council issued formal documents, requiring that all the computers procured in the future by government offices should be pre-installed with legal operating system software. 
Moreover, the following measures are a few examples which will be taken by the Chinese government to protect IPR this year:  announcing "China IPR Action Plan 2006"; establishing IPR law courts around the country; establishing 50 IPR Infringement Reporting Centers in 50 key cities; assigning IPR commissioners to China's embassy to the United States and so on.
I believe that better IPR protection in China will create more favorable conditions for China-U.S. cooperation in the software area.  I hope that Lenovo, as the largest PC manufacturer in China, and Microsoft, the world's largest software supplier, will be able to shoulder greater social responsibilities, actively support the Chinese government in its IPR protection programs, and in the meantime publicize in an objective and fair way the great achievements China has made in IPR protection,  thus making due contribution to the healthy and stable development of the China-US economic and trade relations. 
Finally, I wish that the cooperation between Lenovo Group and Microsoft Corporation will yield more fruitful results. 
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