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Press Release 
Microsoft, ICMEC and Interpol train law enforcers to prevent online crimes against children
Part of Microsoft’s global campaign to counter online child pornography
New Delhi, January 17, 2007 – In an effort to curb the growing menace of computer facilitated crimes against children, Microsoft India in collaboration with International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children (ICMEC) and Interpol has brought global experts to train Indian law enforcement agencies on technology to investigate online crimes committed against children. The training “Advanced Workshop on Cyber Crimes and Computer Facilitated Crimes Against Children”, will be conducted at the CBI Training Academy at Ghaziabad. 

The course topics will range from Malicious Software, Phishing, Botnet Attacks, Advanced Windows/XP Forensics, Windows Vista Security Enhancements, and Log Analysis to the specific methods used by predators to facilitate crimes against children, like the use of technology to look for victims through newsgroups, chat rooms, and email and global sharing of abusive images and videos of children through the Net. 
With the increasing usage of Internet the potential for its abuse has also increased. It is increasingly important for computer users, policy makers and others to understand the risks that children could encounter online and the challenges law enforcement authorities face in countries world wide on this issue. According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), in India alone, the proportion of cybercrimes is increasingly proliferating with a 38.6 % rise in 2005 as compared to 2004. 
In April 2004, Microsoft, Interpol and the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children (ICMEC) jointly announced the launch of the International Centre’s Global Campaign Against Child Pornography. As part of this campaign, Microsoft has contributed $1.5 million to develop and implement a global training program for law enforcement. This program is designed to educate law enforcement officers around the world on identifying and investigating online criminal conduct against children; how to interact with victims and prevent further abuses; key issues such as human rights, data protection, and compliance with national laws; and managing complex international investigations. 
As of October 2006, more than 1,800 law enforcement officers from 93 countries have been trained in 19 regional training sessions in Europe, Central and South America, South Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, including New Zealand in 2005, Australia in 2006 with plans for trainings in India and Singapore in 2007.  
Elaborating on the initiative and the need for creating a secure online environment, Mr Ravi Venkatesan, Chairman, Microsoft India said, “Technology is a great enabler. The potential of technology to change, transform and empower lives is undisputed. However this powerful tool could also be misused to portend undue online exploitation. At Microsoft, we recognize this peril and are committed towards harnessing a safer online environment especially for children. Our collaboration with industry partners and governments worldwide is to implement and deploy effective programs to build technology capacities to enhance internet safety. This training program is a key initiative to empower and equip our law enforcers to effectively arrest this social malaise.”

Mr HC  Singh  DIG (Trg), CBI  Academy said, “Online crime against children is increasingly rapidly in countries like India. With technology growing at such a rapid pace, it is critical for law enforcement agencies like ours to be fully equipped to tackle such crimes. We are very happy to see companies like Microsoft partner with us to train our officers in technology which will enable them to track the online criminals in a more effective manner.”

He further added, “The partnerships developed by Interpol with the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children and law enforcement agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation and the national central Interpol bureau in New Delhi, with the support of Microsoft, allows us to reach out to investigators who may not be aware that they are in possession of valuable information that can lead to a child being rescued from abuse.”

“This type of criminal activity is an international issue transcending borders and jurisdiction,” said Mr Guillermo Galarza, senior program manger, ICMEC. “By approaching the problem of online child exploitation from a global perspective, law enforcement and prosecutors from around the world can be taught effective strategies for capturing and prosecuting online predators and ultimately abolishing this heinous crime.” 
“Interpol has been co-ordinating law enforcements efforts to identify the victims of online abuse since 2001 and with 186 member countries, is uniquely placed to achieve this. It is essential that countries recognise that the only way forward is through working together and sharing all available information," said Kristin Kvigne, Assistant Director of Interpol's Trafficking in Human Beings unit.
About Microsoft

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ "MSFT") is the worldwide leader in software for personal and business computing. The company offers a wide range of products and services designed to empower people through great software-any time, any place and on any device. Microsoft has been in India since 1990 and employs over 4000 people across its offices in New Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Calcutta, Chennai, Hyderabad and Pune.
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