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Partners in Learning Grants Program
 Executive Summary
The Partners in Learning Grants Program provides government and education leaders with the local resources to deliver information and communication technology (ICT) skills training and curriculum leadership to primary and secondary teachers, school leaders, and students within their countries.

Value

The Partners in Learning initiative supports Microsoft’s long-term vision for the education marketplace—to empower teachers and students to achieve their fullest potential by providing greater access to the latest computer technologies and training in how to use them.

To act on this vision, Microsoft® will invest U.S.$253 million and 101 people directly into the 70 Microsoft subsidiaries over the next five years. By applying these resources locally—including products, services, and people—Microsoft can empower schools and improve student achievement. One area that Microsoft’s investment will support is the Microsoft IT Academy Program, which involves the establishment of local Microsoft IT Academy Centers through joint partnerships with local community organizations, education institutions, and training providers. Microsoft will enable the day-to-day management of the facilities and provide access to software, hardware, trainers, and curriculum.

Functionality

The Microsoft IT Academy Center model is a solution built around the creation of physical (site-based and/or mobile) and virtual centers that will develop communities of educators through training and professional development. These educators may come from schools, Local Education Authorities (LEAs), or teacher development organizations. They will be trained to mentor and coach others in their organizations, thereby becoming Teacher Leaders. Incentives will be given for completing such training.

Each Microsoft IT Academy Center will offer:
· For ICT-focused educators:
· Training for teachers to deliver skills-based curriculum to students.
· Student assessments, certification, and recognition.
· Technical support communities for students.
· For non-ICT-focused educators:
· Training and development for teachers to better use ICT to support learning.
· Teacher assessments.
· Support communities that promote the sharing of curriculum ideas and best practices.
An extended grants focus will be on school leadership and peer coaching.
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Availability 

The Partners in Learning Grants Program will be extended to many countries around the world. Italy, Czech Republic, Spain, Namibia, Honduras, El Salvador, Philippines, Thailand, and China are just a few of the countries that have implemented this progressive program. To determine if the Partners in Learning Grants Program is available in your area, please contact a Microsoft representative. 
More Information

For more information about the Partners in Learning Grants Program, see http://www.microsoft.com/education/?ID=PiLLearningGrants 
For more information about Partners in Learning, see http://www.microsoft.com/education/?ID=PartnersinLearning 
For more information about Microsoft in Education, see http://www.microsoft.com/education 
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