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SignSecure and SignDoc earn best Biometric Solution ranking in Microsoft's International Tablet PC Developer Contest  

Convenient Provision of Authenticity and Integrity of Electronic Processes using Handwritten Signatures – on show in San Francisco 


San Francisco, CA. / Boeblingen (Germany) — 2005-02-07 — SOFTPRO (www.softpro.de), a Microsoft Tablet PC Premier Partner and vendor of systems for the verification of handwritten signatures, is demonstrating its solutions at the shows VS Live! and Microsoft Windows Anywhere in San Francisco from February 7 to 10 (booth #620).  The company adds value to the Tablet PC platform by offering a Software Development Kit named SignWare (www.softpro.de/signware) - a perfect match to the Tablet PC SDK - for all those who want to add the functionality of capturing and verifying signatures according to various e-sign laws in the world. 

Recently products of the company were ranked as best Biometrics application for Tablet PCs worldwide. Microsoft held an international developer contest titled "Does Your Application Think in Ink?" where Softpro's products SignDoc and SignSecure ended as one of twelve winners out of 260 global submissions from independent software vendors. SignDoc securely embeds a handwritten signature into a document according to various e-sign laws. SignSecure allows to log on to PC or a network with the handwritten signature. Both products already won Microsoft's national "Tablet PC Challenge" in Germany.  

 Signatures are outstanding Biometrics 

The signature is the most popular and trusted feature for authentication as it is never given accidentally. It actively proves the intent of a signer, which is significantly different to the use of passive biometrics - body characteristics such as finger, hand, face or iris. Tablet PCs and specially selected writing tablets or pen pads capture static images and dynamic signals of a signature. Softpro’s software is capturing both character sets, stores them encrypted and offers a sophisticated option to verify signatures and thus providing a convenient way to secure e-processes. Additionally the verification automatically takes into account the natural variations in the characteristics of a signer. 

Securing Documents and Log-In with Handwritten Signatures

SignDoc secures the authenticity and integrity of documents while also ensuring non-repudiation. Straight after the document is signed it receives a unique integrity value (hash code). If the document is altered at a later stage this integrity value is void and signatures are no longer displayed in the document when checked with the SignDoc Reader. The software is currently available for documents in Microsoft Word, Microsoft InfoPath, Lotus Notes and Adobe Acrobat. It is already used for example in hospitals, of a mobile insurance sales force and in e-government processes. 

SignSecure offers an easy biometric alternative to passwords and PINs for the log on to a PC or a network. It is also good option for cost cutting as forgotten passwords are responsible for costs of system administration of up 350 US-Dollar per user every year (according to studies of the Gartner Group and Aberdeen Research). The signature is never forgotten and cannot be spied-out or re-used like PINs or passwords. 

Solutions live at Microsoft Windows Anywhere and CeBIT 2005

SignDoc and SignSecure will be demonstrated at VS Live! and Microsoft Windows Anywhere (www.microsoftwindowsanywhere.com) in San Francisco in February. At the world’s largest IT- fair - CeBIT (www.cebit.de) - in Hanover Softpro’s product may be seen in various booths - e.g. at Microsoft booths in hall 4 and 9, booths of Fujitsu Siemens and Toshiba in hall 1 and in the special show "Banking Finance Solutions" in hall 17. 

About SOFTPRO


SOFTPRO is based in Boeblingen, Germany and has local subsidiaries for the North American and Asian-Pacific market in Newark (Delaware) and Singapore. The group currently employs an international staff of over 60. 

SOFTPRO is the leading vendor of systems for the verification of handwritten signatures, worldwide. The company's portfolio contains solutions for authentication processes and documents. Therefore static and dynamic (biometric) characteristics of signatures are extracted and evaluated.

More than 200 international companies are using modules of the SOFTPRO SignPlus® system successfully such as American Express, ABN Amro, Bank of America, Barclays, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, DaimlerChrysler, Discover Financial, HypoVereinsbank, Lloyds TSB, Mercedes-AMG and SEB.

The two major investors in SOFTPRO are GECapital (since 1998) and AdCapital (since 2001).. 
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For More Information, Press Only:

Additional information about company, market and products is available from www.signplus.com For individual information please contact: 

SOFTPRO - Software Professional GmbH & Co. KG, Joerg-M. Lenz, Public Relations Manager, jle@softpro.de, Wilhelmstrasse 34, 71034 Boeblingen, Germany,  Phone: + 49 (0) 7031 66 06 – 55, Fax: + 49 (0) 7031 66 06 - 66 

or  SOFTPRO NORTH AMERICA Inc., Jeff Bottari, President of SOFTPRO NA, jbottari@softpro-na.com, 111 Continental Drive, Suite # 204, Newark, DE 19173 , USA, Phone: + 1 302 738 7587, Fax: + 1 302 738 7657. 
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