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Epicor Offers Robust User Experience with Microsoft .NET and Smart Client Technology

Epicor Leverages .NET Technology to Deliver Flexible, Intuitive and Mobile Enterprise Solution for Manufacturers—from Job Shops to Multi-company, Multinational Organizations
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. — (2005 VSLive! San Francisco) — February [7], 2005 — Epicor Software Corporation (NASDAQ: EPIC), a leading provider of integrated enterprise software solutions for the midmarket, is redefining rich user experience for midmarket manufacturers with its Vantage 8.0 release, one of the industry’s first manufacturing solution based on a 100-percent service-oriented architecture (SOA) and optimized for high performance and collaboration across the globally expanding supply chain.  
“When we set out to develop our next-generation manufacturing solution, one of the benefits we saw in Microsoft .NET technologies was the ability to build applications based on an SOA that have either a smart client or a browser-based user interface, or both,” said Paul Farrell, vice president of worldwide research and development for Epicor. “This capability has allowed Epicor to develop, in Vantage, a smart client application that can be deployed across global enterprises using over a variety of network bandwidths—providing accessibility to the application anytime, anywhere, and on any device.” [suggested quote for approval] 

The driving technology in the development of Vantage 8.0 is the Microsoft .NET Framework.  The application’s rich user interface, built using Microsoft Visual Studio .NET 2003, is intuitive, easy to use, and scalable for both large and small organizations.  
Microsoft Smart Client Technology and Vantage

Highly interactive applications like Vantage require dynamic, rich user interfaces traditionally found in Microsoft Windows client-server applications; Vantage 8.0 incorporates a Windows-based smart client that creates this type of rich user interface. Smart Client applications take advantage of the processing power available on the local PC or mobile device, delivering improved performance and functionality over traditional applications.

The Microsoft .NET-based smart client delivers a very rich user experience along with simple automated deployment and the ability to be used on a low bandwidth network. The objective of the smart client is to provide a highly functional, flexible, intuitive, and attractive user interface that works through the Microsoft .NET Framework interface layer against business objects on the application server. While the smart client is the primary means of accessing the Vantage business logic on the application server, other smart clients are also able to access that business logic, such as Web browsers, .NET Framework-enabled handheld devices such as bar code scanners, and Web services. 

“Epicor has shown innovation incorporating Microsoft .NET-based smart client technology to deliver a rich user experience to its manufacturing customers,” said Christopher Flores, group product manager in the .NET Developer Product Management Group at Microsoft Corp.  “In Vantage 8.0, Epicor has delivered an enterprise solution that utilizes powerful and productive smart-client architecture, offering a rich user experience with new levels of application reliability, scalability, system interoperability and flexibility — at a low total cost of ownership.” 
Next-Generation Global ERP for Manufacturers
Vantage 8.0, introduced in September (see September 12, 2004 news release: Epicor Showcases Vantage 8.0), features an n-tier architecture built with Microsoft .NET and Web services technology.  Vantage is a complete end-to-end manufacturing system that addresses the core business needs of make-to-order (MTO) and mixed-mode manufacturers with built-in workflows managing the entire order cycle: from Marketing and Sales through Production and Planning, Sourcing and Procurement, Installation and Service, through to Financial recognition.
About Epicor Software Corporation

For 20 years, Epicor has been a recognized leader dedicated to providing integrated enterprise resource planning (ERP), customer relationship management (CRM) and supply chain management (SCM) software solutions to midmarket companies around the world.  With the acquisition of Scala, Epicor is a global leader in the midmarket serving over 20,000 customers in over 140 countries.  Epicor leverages innovative technologies like Web services in developing end-to-end, industry-specific solutions for manufacturing, distribution, enterprise service automation, and hospitality that enable companies to immediately drive efficiency throughout business operations and build competitive advantage. With the scalability and flexibility to support long-term growth, Epicor's solutions are complemented by a full range of services, providing a single point of accountability to promote rapid return on investment and low total cost of ownership.  Epicor's worldwide headquarters are located in Irvine, California with offices and affiliates around the world.  For more information, visit the company's Web site at www.epicor.com.
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