Second great innovative teachers competition in Slovakia

Microsoft and P-MAT has decided to cooperate on a diffucult task of the project Modern Teacher. Slovakia has thus joined group of countries, where the project Innovative Teachers is already in full swing. As in other countries, the goal of the project in Slovakia is to introduce innovative instructional methods in schools and use of ICT in education. Whole process of implementation of this project is based around the portal www.modernyucitel.net which for this purpose uses competitions in virtual classroom tours that are held twice a year.

The previous one, the Second great competition of the best instructional material in the form of a virtual classroom tour on the portal was announced on September 1 and lasted till February 15. During this time could teachers registered on the portal, except members of the jury, submit their works on www.p-mat.sk/modernyucitel. Reviewers afterwards divided these works into cathegories and evaluated their functionality, originality and best design.

Results of the competition were decided during the weekend around the turn of February and March, when competing teachers met members of the jury on weekend seminar for Innovative teachers. This provided an opportunity for teachers to share their experiences and for reviewers to explain their decisions, present most common flaws with recommendations into the future.

The jury in the cathegory for first four grades of elementary and special elementary schools, Mgr. Martina Chalachánová, PaedDr. Ľubica Steinerová, Mgr. Ľubica Bezeková, composed results on the basis of given points. On the first place was a virtual classroom tour by Gabriela Kapjorová, depicting a home region and discovering its beauties, called Potulky po Orave (Walks around Orava). Students used information and communication technologies to process their findings, either in form of pictures, tables or presentations. Second and third place were taken over by fairytale motives. The virtual classroom tour “Loďka”(Boat) on the second place arised from the work of Janka Fábryová and the project by Jana Jakabová gained third price.

Most projects were in the second cathegory for higher grades of elementary schools and special elementary schools. Jury consisted of five members, Mgr. Ján Gmiterko, Mgr, Anna Prachová, Ing. Katarína Šafárová, RNDr. Emil Válek, PaedDr. ThDr. Terézia Žigová, PhD. It was not easy decision, but they finally came to the results. The first place was given to Lýdia Rezničáková with virtual classroom tour in the classes of Geography: America, come closer. Students could during these classes gain and strengthen their knowledge about American continent using presentations and computer tests. A virtual classroom tour in the area of chemistry, called Ions for health, conducted by Jarmila Tatarková was placed second. We could travel the capitals of Europe or learn about state authorities of Slovak republic with students of Gabriel Nehmanová and Milan Urda, whose effort gained them together third price. Last but not least, the jury in this cathegory awarded also special price for a virtual classroom tour of Jana Balážová named Drugs kill – sport joins. This project was exceptional, because it joins not only sport, and gathering knowledge about drugs but also presentation of students themselves in the form of presentations and lectures.

High schools had also two cathegories, but there was not as large number of competing projects as was in the cathegories for elementary schools. In the cathegory of general subjects had the best virtual classroom tour Renáta Milčáková. Her work in the classes of Slovak language consisted of introducing Avant-garde in words and pictures. My town, in the visual field of camera (Moje mesto, obec očami fotoaparátu) watched students of Marcela Jurčová, who took second price. Martina Malková for her students prepared more interesting guide for MS Excel 2003 and database, which gained her third position. These virtual classroom tours evaluated jury consisting of these members: Mgr. Júlia Illéšová, PaedDr. Jarmila Janisková, PaedDr. Ľubomír Konrád, Mgr. Miroslava Konrádová, RNDr. Dáša Škodyová and Ing. Kvetoslava Danková.

Last cathegory dealt with specialized subjects on high schools. This cathegory won Zdenka Biloveská with a virtual classroom tour not only for business schools, which she named Step by step from production to market. The second place was devoted to useful topic for every citizen of Slovak republic, Advertising, protection of consumer and claims from Mária Kotrusová. Jana Merkechová focused with her students on My profession, and this put her on the third place. As every cathegory, also this one had its jury which consisted of Ing. Mgr. Martin Hriňák, Ing Daniela Skladanová and PaedDr. Beáta Šenkárová.

In the Second great competition, about the best instructional material in the form of virtual classroom tour on the portal www.modernyucitel.net, took part 79 works, among which 71 met all the requirements and were registered in the competition. Quality of submitted materials hugely increased, among other reasons, because of reviewers, who tried to suggest improvements for individual works.

Since Modern teacher is a worldwide project, Slovak teachers had great opportunity to present their works on the international Innovative Teachers Forum. At this forum, which took place in Croatian Zagreb from 5th to 8th March 2008, participated five teachers: PaedDr. Ľubica Steinerová from elementary school Dolný Ohaj, Mgr. Gabriela Kapjorová from elementary school on Hviezdoslavova 8 in Trstené, Mgr. Milan Urda from elementary school of P. K. Hostinský in Rimavská Sobota, Ing. Maria Kotrusová from business school in Levice and Mgr. Lýdia Rezníčková from special school on Partizánska 2 in Poprad.

The end of the Second great competition about the best instructional material doesn’t pose the end to the opportunities for innovative teachers to show their skills. New projects will certainly find their place in the next Great competition and they can still be shared on the portal www.modernyucitel.net.
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Her students don’t like vacation 




Teacher Gabriela Kapjorová.


Komenský would have been very happy with this. While ministry clerks and members of parliament have for years theorized and debated about how to engage students with their schools, Gabriela Kapjorová, together with her colleagues, didn’t wait and children began to study anew. The teacher at the grammar school in Trstena in Orava replaced sitting in school and methodical, theoretical dictation by shooting the children out into nature, leading them through mountains and open-air museums, floating with them on river rafts and competing in knowledge competitions.  


Apart from classic teaching, she has a musical side. Eighteen second-year students play with her in a recorder orchestra. Many of her colleagues look at her as an initiative fool. “To be a modern teacher isn’t difficult. It’s enough to use the energy of the hyperactive children to your advantage,” is the recipe for success revealed by Ms. Kapjorová. She loves her work but fears the time when she won’t have anyone else to teach. “Finally, even in catholic Orava, where there was always the most children, I feel that we are having fewer,” said the apprehensive young teacher. 


She cares most for local history. “The first year I taught classically. Open the book, read some facts, look at pictures and ‘hup’ on to the next theme,” she remembers. Later she met her colleagues from the local religious grammar school in Trstena. She connected with a project for modern teachers, worked with computers, teaching students through experience. “I said to myself, enough! I won’t disgust another student with local history!” She’s happiest teaching children who are still enthusiastic for school. “And now the tell me sadly: Jeez, vacation again? They never said that before,” said the teacher. 

Kapjorová prepared a completely new project for local history. “Students studied lessons on local history, natural history, musical education, occupational education and Slovak language for three months. Through an effortless form, in a pleasant and open atmosphere, they practiced communication skills and creative thinking, studied how to search for information from different sources as well as to publicise and present their work,” said Ms. Kapjorová about the overall project. And in practice? The children chose a village from around Trstena and discovered as much information about it as possible. Then the entire class took four excursions together. They experienced the mountains, travelled on horses, learned old folk stories from an old Orava woman and notably studied crafts and rafted down the Orava River. “Their families really enjoyed it. We also travelled with them and they financed the activities. When one father saw that we were gathering stories, he stood up at the podium and sang along with us,“ said Ms. Kapjorová.

When the excursions were behind us, the children created a computer presentation about the trip. The lessons, of course, didn’t stop with local history. “The collected stories and legends had to be incorporated into lessons on Slovak language. Here they were really obsessed because they had room for their own childish fantasies,” explained the innovative teacher about how the old folk songs were sung in musical education. 
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First level teacher Gabriela Kapjorová is not just an “ordinary” educator. She seeks to educate children through experiences. The winning teaching project about native Orava is shown.

Author: PRAVDA Hüttner Robert


The children also competed in a local history version of “Who wants to be a Millionaire?” “Individually they prepared questions and in pairs they moved into the hot seat,” explained the teacher. At the end, they all received a diploma. For artistic, civic and occupational education, the students prepared a photo exhibition after their excursion. “At the end, they all received a CD with photos and the presentations,” she added.


Kapjorová sees value in this as children learn other things easier as a result. “When we discussed Kysuce or Liptov for example, they could already imagine a wooden house as they had seen on their excursions,” said Ms. Kapjorová. As a result, children not only studied local history. "We let some young ten year olds to go with local people and let them enlighten the students as to what was happening. That way, they studied how to communicate with their elders and formulate ideas in the real world,“ she said.

Her colleagues sometimes looked at her as an initiative fool, but Kapjorová had none of it. She soon enlightened them that once children are motivated correctly, the students do the teachers work and it is only necessary to guide them. “Let them learn from each other. They will enjoy it, remember more, act as team players and you can count on them,” closed Ms. Kapjorová. 
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First level teacher Gabriela Kapjorová is not just any “ordinary” educator. She 

seeks to teach children through experiences and this is why she is beloved 

among her students. The photo shows the winning presentation about native 

Orava. 

 

The students of an industrious Trstena teacher not only know theories but also 

the beautiful nature of their region  – from floating on rafts to hiking in the 

mountains.  

 

 

Orava adventures charmed the professional jury panel  

 

Gabriela Kapjorová won for her project about nati ve Orava the Slovakia wide 

competition for modern teachers. In the category of first level grammar school 

there wasn’t any competition. In the category of second level grammar schools, 

Lýdia Rezničáková from the specialized grammar school for the handicapp ed in 

Poprad won for her geography project about America. For secondary schools, 

Renáta Milčáková from the Gymnasium in Levoca won with here theme of 

Avant-garde in words and pictures. A teacher of business economics from the 

Business Academy in Banska Bys trica, Zdenka Biloveská, prepared the best 

professional project about production processes. 96 teachers from all over 

Slovakia participated in the competition. The second year of the best modern 

teacher competition was organized by Microsoft together with  the Ministry of 

Education.   
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First level teacher Gabriela Kapjorová is not just any “ordinary” educator. She seeks to teach children through experiences and this is why she is beloved among her students. The photo shows the winning presentation about native Orava.


The students of an industrious Trstena teacher not only know theories but also the beautiful nature of their region – from floating on rafts to hiking in the mountains. 
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Gabriela Kapjorová won for her project about native Orava the Slovakia wide competition for modern teachers. In the category of first level grammar school there wasn’t any competition. In the category of second level grammar schools, Lýdia Rezničáková from the specialized grammar school for the handicapped in Poprad won for her geography project about America. For secondary schools, Renáta Milčáková from the Gymnasium in Levoca won with here theme of Avant-garde in words and pictures. A teacher of business economics from the Business Academy in Banska Bystrica, Zdenka Biloveská, prepared the best professional project about production processes. 96 teachers from all over Slovakia participated in the competition. The second year of the best modern teacher competition was organized by Microsoft together with the Ministry of Education.  
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Rambling through Local History   

27 fourth-year students from the grammar school in Trstena  experienced an unusual 

lesson in local history. Teacher Gabriela  Kapjorová had prepared for them  the 

“Potulky po Orave” (Rambling Around Orava) Project.  

TRSTENÁ. "I’ve been teaching ten years and when I  first taught local history, I  saw just 

how challenging it was for fourth -year students. Lessons could only be managed 

according to a textbook, at best with some pictures, and students never spoke about 

them,“ said Gabriela Kapjorová (see photo, SME), teacher at the grammar school on 

Hviezdoslavová Street in Trstena.    

"After, I told myself that I wasn’t going to teach that way. So, I  decided to teach using 

projects instead. The children supported the decision even when  it was something 

really new for them and, at time, extremely di fficult.”  

They had to independently look for information in books, on the Internet and from 

their grandparents, using a dictation  recorder when interacting with people.    

This first section lasted a month, after which each pair wrote down what they had 

discovered and presented their findings to their fellow students. Little did they know 

that this wouldn’t be enough for their former class.  

Rambling Shoes 

"I decided that the children would find  out everything about their native Orava and 

I was going to show them. There is nothing like seeing something with your own eyes,” 

said Gabriela Kapjorová.  

The class of fourth-year students then put on their “rambling“ shoes and began their 

outings to both their immediate and distant surroundings. These were not ordinary 

trips; rather the children hunted for the most information from each locale during the 

trips. They wrote songs, made crafts, created reports and came into contact with 

people who could speak  to them about interesting topics. On each trip they strove to 

use as many forms of transportation as possible.  

For example, in Oravský podzámok, they went by local train and then by raft. They 

travelled on horses and to Roháčske plesá on foot.  

Families didn’t remain on the sidelines   

The project for teaching local history to fourth -year students also included the 

students‘ families. They also could join the trips.  
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27 fourth-year students from the grammar school in Trstena experienced an unusual lesson in local history. Teacher Gabriela Kapjorová had prepared for them the “Potulky po Orave” (Rambling Around Orava) Project.


TRSTENÁ. "I’ve been teaching ten years and when I first taught local history, I saw just how challenging it was for fourth-year students. Lessons could only be managed according to a textbook, at best with some pictures, and students never spoke about them,“ said Gabriela Kapjorová (see photo, SME), teacher at the grammar school on Hviezdoslavová Street in Trstena.  


"After, I told myself that I wasn’t going to teach that way. So, I decided to teach using projects instead. The children supported the decision even when it was something really new for them and, at time, extremely difficult.” 


They had to independently look for information in books, on the Internet and from their grandparents, using a dictation recorder when interacting with people.  


This first section lasted a month, after which each pair wrote down what they had discovered and presented their findings to their fellow students. Little did they know that this wouldn’t be enough for their former class.


Rambling Shoes

"I decided that the children would find out everything about their native Orava and I was going to show them. There is nothing like seeing something with your own eyes,” said Gabriela Kapjorová.


The class of fourth-year students then put on their “rambling“ shoes and began their outings to both their immediate and distant surroundings. These were not ordinary trips; rather the children hunted for the most information from each locale during the trips. They wrote songs, made crafts, created reports and came into contact with people who could speak to them about interesting topics. On each trip they strove to use as many forms of transportation as possible.


For example, in Oravský podzámok, they went by local train and then by raft. They travelled on horses and to Roháčske plesá on foot.


Families didn’t remain on the sidelines 

The project for teaching local history to fourth-year students also included the students‘ families. They also could join the trips.


"After taking four expeditions, the kids had a lot of electronic material and they began to place it all in electronic form books together with songs. With the possibility to place photos in a class gallery, they voted on the best one. The photo with a young boy who was guiding a raft won and it was later used for the case of the CD containing a presentation about our rambling around Orava,“ said the teacher.   




The rambling fourth-year students also visited the Orava Village Museum in Zverovka.
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Projects teach students to think   

Individual work on various topics, utilizing knowledge from many subjects, searching 

and working with information, partnership with the teacher: These are the 

characteristics of project -based teaching that is being utilize d by more and more 

teachers. 

BRATISLAVA. More than 8000 Slovak teachers currently use the modern teacher portal. 

They have more than 2000 pieces of educational material in front of them that make 

instruction hours more interesting and teach children, throu gh instruction, how to use 

acquired information as well as use information and communication technology.  

Lýdia Rezničáková, a special educator at the specialized grammar school in Poprad 

said that she visited the portal often, as she knew that she could le arn to teach 

something better and in a  more interesting manner. A  group of colleagues repeatedly 

matched her statements. “It is an immense time -saver. It has inspired me many times 

to do something different."  

Project-based teaching of local history, for ex ample, helped an eighth -year student in 

her class, Lukáš Lang, who has physical disabilities so that he could create his own 

simple presentation about America  

One of those who supply the portal with projects is Martina Chalachánová, the 

headmaster of the grammar school in Lieskovec. Project -based teaching has so 

inspired her that she founded a  club of modern teachers and writes a  blog about 

projects. 

The authors of thirteen of the most interesting projects that were posted on the 

portal in the first half of  the school year were recognized Microsoft this week.  

Personal experience as motivation  

Gabriela Kapjorová from the grammar school on Hviezdoslavova Street in Trstena 

belongs among the winners for the most interesting projects. With her fourth -year 

students, they roamed around Orava and the students weren’t the only ones 

delighted, also their parents.  

"That kind of lesson was a  game for the children and, what is most important, the 

children studied essential things,“ said one fan of the young teacher and th e school 

headmaster, Milena Smitková.  

A project is improved on a  continual basis and can be integrated into each hour of 

instruction. Children work in an open and creative atmosphere; they feel important, 

useful, exceptional and, with the final results, al so successful.   
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Individual work on various topics, utilizing knowledge from many subjects, searching and working with information, partnership with the teacher: These are the characteristics of project-based teaching that is being utilized by more and more teachers.


BRATISLAVA. More than 8000 Slovak teachers currently use the modern teacher portal. They have more than 2000 pieces of educational material in front of them that make instruction hours more interesting and teach children, through instruction, how to use acquired information as well as use information and communication technology.


Lýdia Rezničáková, a special educator at the specialized grammar school in Poprad said that she visited the portal often, as she knew that she could learn to teach something better and in a more interesting manner. A group of colleagues repeatedly matched her statements. “It is an immense time-saver. It has inspired me many times to do something different."


Project-based teaching of local history, for example, helped an eighth-year student in her class, Lukáš Lang, who has physical disabilities so that he could create his own simple presentation about America


One of those who supply the portal with projects is Martina Chalachánová, the headmaster of the grammar school in Lieskovec. Project-based teaching has so inspired her that she founded a club of modern teachers and writes a blog about projects.


The authors of thirteen of the most interesting projects that were posted on the portal in the first half of the school year were recognized Microsoft this week.


Personal experience as motivation

Gabriela Kapjorová from the grammar school on Hviezdoslavova Street in Trstena belongs among the winners for the most interesting projects. With her fourth-year students, they roamed around Orava and the students weren’t the only ones delighted, also their parents.


"That kind of lesson was a game for the children and, what is most important, the children studied essential things,“ said one fan of the young teacher and the school headmaster, Milena Smitková.


A project is improved on a continual basis and can be integrated into each hour of instruction. Children work in an open and creative atmosphere; they feel important, useful, exceptional and, with the final results, also successful.  


Critical thinking competes with memorization 

The "Škola, ktorej to myslí" (School that thinks) Project has been running in 8 grammar schools for a year. It is designed to break the bonds of passive study, to teach students to think subjectively and creatively, to give them the self-confidence to create and express their own ideas as well as the ability to support their ideas in discussion. Students study how to gather information actively, how to process it properly and its overall use in practice.


At present, there is a model school in each region, and 250 teachers have been trained who then go on to teach this new method to 3600 students. By the end the year another 16 schools will participate using the same teaching model.


The teacher no longer lectures children 

Emília Hlobenová from the grammar school on Vančurova Street in Trnava has been teaching Slovak and history for the past 31 years. The said that this is the first project that allows independent teaching. That’s why she’s so excited about it.


No longer is a teacher required to perform her work from the cantor that stands in front of the children and to lecture them. Her task is to teach the children to think, to express their own ideas. As well as what they don’t like about the teacher.


The school, according to her, finally breathes a new atmosphere; the teacher is no longer the terror from behind the desk, rather a friend and partner on the carpet.  Even the chairs in class are no longer perfectly arranged in formation: if a student needs a copy, there is a make one in the classroom. Same for the library: one can compare information or take it directly from the Internet.


"The most beautiful thing is when a student comes to me and I discover that in contemplating their work they surprise me with their own opinions,” said teacher Ms. Hlobenová.


How do students see the “Škola, ktorej to myslí” (School that thinks) project?

In this school year, we and our teachers are experimenting with teaching a little differently, so that for our students it will be interesting and effortless. 


For example, for Slovak we played Bingo in groups or the game „Sorry“, happy to work in pairs. Or we developed readings according to our own fantasies and we imagined fables or poems. I really like this kind of teaching. 


Samko Maixner

I liked painting by numbers the most. It was completely funny. After, I really liked the group posters. Sometimes we can’t decide in a group how something should be. It doesn’t compare to normal lessons. It is fun and I like group work the best. 


Samko Ďurinský

I like these lessons because it is better to play and so remember the given words or play to practice mathematics.


Katka Labancová, third-year student at the grammar school on Vančurova Street in Trnava. 



Project-based teaching is far more interesting for children. It motivates them, supports their dreams and it relates to everyday life. It teaches them to use their knowledge and to search for information on the Internet or other sources.
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Her students don’t like vacation   

 

 

Teacher Gabriela Kapjorová.  

 

Komenský would have been very happy with this. While ministry clerks and members 

of parliament have for years theorized and debated about how to engage students 

with their schools, Gabriela Kapjorová, together with her colleagues, didn’t wait and 

children began to study anew. The teacher at the grammar school in Trstena in Orava 

replaced sitting in school and methodical, theoretical dictation by shooting the 

children out into nature, leading them through mountains and open -air museums, 

floating with them on river rafts and competing in knowledge competitions.    

Apart from classic teaching, she has a  musical side. Eighteen second -year students 

play with her in a recorder orchestra. Many of her colleagues look at her as an 

initiative fool. “To be a  modern teacher isn’t difficult. It’s enough to use the energy 

of the hyperactive children to your advantage ,” is the recipe for success revealed by 

Ms. Kapjorová. She loves her work but fears the time when she won’t have anyone 

else to teach. “Finally, even in catholic Orava, where there was always the most 

children, I feel that we are having fewer,” said the a pprehensive young teacher.   

She cares most for local history. “The first year I  taught classically. Open the book, 

read some facts, look at pictures and ‘hup’ on to the next theme,” she remembers. 

Later she met her colleagues from the local religious gramm ar school in Trstena. She 

connected with a project for modern teachers, worked with computers, teaching 

students through experience. “I said to myself, enough! I  won’t disgust another 

student with local history!” She’s happiest teaching children who are st ill enthusiastic 

for school. “And now the tell me sadly: Jeez, vacation again? They never said that 

before,” said the teacher.   


