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The VHD Test Drive Program is a new software distribution channel designed to enable Microsoft customers and partners to confidently evaluate mainstream business software from Microsoft or Microsoft partners with a fraction of the time and effort traditionally associated with software evaluation. While software producers are enthusiastic for IT professionals decision makers to experience their software solutions, the challenge for customers is installing and configuring the evaluation software that they have obtained in an appropriately isolated hardware environment.
For more information about the VHD Test Drive Program or to participate in it, visit

www.microsoft.com/vhd

Even when handled properly, evaluating software for your organization can be extremely resource-intensive. Finding dedicated hardware or an appropriately shared environment—to ensure that the evaluation does not interfere with business operations—can be difficult. Business software can also be complex to configure, and until now, individuals doing the evaluation always had to manage this configuration. One solution that addresses both of these challenges is server virtualization.
The Microsoft VHD Test Drive Program is designed to leverage the inherent isolation of virtual machines with their easy and nearly ubiquitous portability to simplify and enrich the process of software evaluation for both consumers and software producers.

Introducing the VHD Test Drive Program
The VHD Test Drive Program is for everyone. The program is designed to extend the ‘plug and play’ paradigm of easy-to-use hardware to software evaluation, saving customers time and letting them focus on what the software can do for them rather than how to configure it.
The base virtual machine image (also referred to as the base image) used in the VHD Test Drive Program is a virtual hard disk image with a Microsoft operating system installed on it. The VHD Test Drive Program includes several virtual machine images, each of which is comprised of one or more Microsoft applications that are installed and preconfigured to work together. The resulting virtual machine images can then be distributed to customers physically or electronically to provide an immediate product experience, without the hassle of software installation and hardware configuration.
VHD Test Drive Program VHDs are distributed primarily through three principal channels: a free channel, a subscription channel, and the partner channel.

Program VHDs are available for free customer download on the Microsoft® TechNet® Web site at www.microsoft.com/vhd. Parallel to this distribution channel, TechNet Plus and MSDN® subscribers have access to the same site and can adjust their evaluation period through their subscriptions.

Microsoft partners also act as a distribution channel for the program. Partners can create base images with evaluation applications preinstalled and make them available for customer download from their Web sites. Partners can also distribute images to customers via other means, such as a DVD or a USB flash drive.
Microsoft Customer Benefits
IT professionals will find the installation and evaluation of products featured in the VHD Test Drive Program to be simple and convenient, with quick installation and preconfigured images, thereby reducing time and expertise commitments. IT professionals will also be able to evaluate applications in an isolated environment, which will not affect existing tools and applications. The program can help reduce costs due to the shortened time for evaluation, minimal hardware requirements, and fast replication of these environments.
Microsoft Partner Benefits
The VHD Test Drive Program provides Microsoft partners with a convenient and straightforward process for creating application images, including detailed, documented steps for image creation and a simple configuration experience. The program also allows for widespread distribution of applications due to the ease with which images can be replicated, downloaded, and distributed. Application testing and evaluation will be accelerated because images and demos will be preinstalled and pre-configured, enabling faster customer evaluations and more efficient sales cycles.
VHD Distribution Program Details
Partners who want to add their software for distribution can do so the Microsoft Connect Web site (http://connect.microsoft.com/), where you can register, download pre-built VHD images, and add your software applications for distribution to customers.

Partners who want to test images can use MSDN to download pre-built VHD images that contain Microsoft software. These images can be used for testing and development, but not for distribution.

Customers who want to evaluate Microsoft software can use TechNet. From this Web site customers can download pre-built VHD images for evaluation, but not for distribution.
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Windows
Server System™
Engineered

Windows Server Systemmw software is
engineered with industry-leading
standards and delivers better manage-
ability, security, and integration.
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