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Introducing Windows Media Connect
You can use Microsoft® Windows® Media Connect to share the digital media files on your computer with the digital media receivers (DMRs) that are connected to your home network.
Digital media receiver is a term used to describe a broad range of consumer electronics devices that let you play your digital media (such as the digital music, video, and photo files on your computer) in any room in your home—even in rooms that do not have a personal computer.
DMRs are available in numerous sizes, shapes, and configurations from a variety of manufacturers. Depending upon the model, the device might be able to play audio only, audio and video, or audio, video, and photos. Some DMRs have integrated displays, while others connect to TVs or other display devices.

Windows Media Connect makes the digital media files on your computer available to your DMRs. To maximize your privacy and security, it lets you choose which DMR devices you want to use and which files each can play.
Windows Media Connect has two components:

· A wizard that automatically appears when you install Windows Media Connect or when a new device is detected on your network. The wizard guides you through the configuration process quickly and gives you access to the most common settings.

· A Control Panel item that gives you access to more advanced settings and that lets you manage your devices and shared folders whenever you choose.

This section covers:

· Common tasks. Highlights common tasks that you can accomplish with Windows Media Connect.

· Network and device requirements. Lists the required network and device hardware, as well as the supported file types.
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Note

Except where noted, this Help document only covers the use of the Windows Media Connect Control Panel item. Instructions for using the Windows Media Connect Wizard appear on each of the wizard screens.
Related topics

· Using Windows Media Connect
· Troubleshooting
Common tasks

To help you get up and running quickly, this section highlights common tasks that you can accomplish with Windows Media Connect.
This section covers:

· To add a device
· To start sharing a folder
· Customizing settings
Related topics

· Introducing Windows Media Connect
· Network and device requirements
· Troubleshooting
Network and device requirements
Windows Media Connect works well with most home networking equipment and digital media receivers; however, there are a few basic requirements that you should consider.
This section covers:

· Network requirements
· Device requirements
· Supported file types
Related topics

· Introducing Windows Media Connect
· Common tasks
Network requirements

Windows Media Connect is compatible with most common home networking environments. At a minimum, you need:

· A computer running Windows Media Connect.
· A wired or wireless network with a private network address (you cannot use a public network address). Your network address must be within one of the following ranges:
· 10.0.0.0–10.255.255.255

· 169.254.0.0–169.254.255.255

· 172.16.0.0–172.31.255.255

· 192.168.0.0–192.168.255.255

· A compatible digital media receiver (DMR).
The other requirements vary depending upon how your computers and DMRs are assigned Internet Protocol (IP) addresses.
Networks using DHCP

If your computers and DMRs obtain their IP addresses automatically through Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP):

· Your computer must connect to your DMRs through a wired or wireless base station (also known as a gateway or a router).
In some cases, you can substitute an Ethernet hub (or switch) for a base station. However, if the DHCP server connected to the hub provides a network address that is outside of the required address ranges cited earlier, then Windows Media Connect might not work properly.
- or -

· Your computer must connect to your DMRs through a dual network interface card (NIC). In addition, your computer must use the Internet Connection Sharing (ICS) feature of Windows.
Networks not using DHCP

If you manually assign IP addresses to the computers and DMRs on your network or you allow your computers and DMRs to obtain their own IP addresses (by using AutoIP):

· Your computer must connect to your DMRs through an Ethernet hub or switch.
- or -

· Your computer must directly connect to your DMRs through a crossover Ethernet cable.
- or -

· Your computer must directly connect to your DMRs through an ad hoc wireless network.
For assistance in configuring your network, see Windows Help and the documentation that came with your networking hardware.
Related topics

· Network and device requirements
Device requirements

Windows Media Connect is compatible with most digital media receivers (DMRs). You can use Windows Media Connect to share content with up to 10 devices at a time.

DMR manufacturers use a variety of names to describe their devices. Alternative names include:

· connected DVD

· digital audio receiver (DAR)

· digital media hub

· digital media streamer

· digital video receiver
· network media player

· networked DVD

· networked entertainment gateway

For a list of compatible devices, see the At Home: Digital Media Receivers page (http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=28024).
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Notes

Although Windows Media Connect can share a variety of file types with your devices, your devices might not be capable of playing every file type that Windows Media Connect supports. For information about what file types your device supports, see the documentation that came with your device.

Some Windows Media files are protected to prevent unauthorized distribution and playback. The files that you download from online music stores, such as Napster and MusicNow, are usually protected. Not all devices can play protected files. To find out if your device supports playback of protected files, in Windows Media Connect, click Devices, and then review the information displayed for each device.

Related topics

· Network and device requirements
Supported file types
Windows Media Connect can share the following file types with your devices.

Audio

· Windows Media Audio (.wma)

· MP3 (.mp3)

· WAV (.wav)

· Pulse Code Modulation (.pcm)
Video

· Windows Media Video (.wmv)

· Microsoft Recorded TV Show (.ms-dvr)

· Microsoft Audio Video Interleave (.avi)

· MPEG-1 (.mp1, .mpeg, .mpg)
· MPEG-2 (.mp2, .mpeg, .mpg)

Playlists

· Windows Media Playlist (.wpl)
· MP3 Playlist (.m3u)
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Notes
Although Windows Media Connect can share a variety of file types with your devices, your devices might not be capable of playing every file type that Windows Media Connect supports. For information about what file types your device supports, see the documentation that came with your device.
Some Windows Media files are protected to prevent unauthorized distribution and playback. For example, the files that you download from online music stores, such as Napster and MusicNow, are usually protected. Not all devices can play protected files. To find out if your device supports playback of protected files, in Windows Media Connect, click Devices, and then review the information displayed for each device.
Related topics

· Network and device requirements
Using Windows Media Connect
With Windows Media Connect, you can share the digital media content on your computer with the digital media receivers (DMRs) connected to your network.
This section covers:

· Choosing and configuring devices. Explains how to configure your digital media receivers to work with Windows Media Connect.
· Choosing folders to share. Explains how to specify which digital media files are available to your digital media receivers.
· Customizing settings. Explains how to specify privacy, security, and folder sharing settings.
· Using keyboard shortcuts. Lists the keyboard shortcuts for using Windows Media Connect.

Related topics

· Introducing Windows Media Connect
· Troubleshooting
Choosing and configuring devices

When you connect a device to your network, the Windows Media Connect Wizard automatically starts and guides you through the configuration process. However, you can also use Windows Media Connect in Control Panel to configure devices manually.

This section covers:

· To add a device
· To remove a device
· To view device properties
· To rename a device
Related topics

· Using Windows Media Connect
To add a device

To allow a digital media receiver to play the files on your computer, you must add it to your list of approved devices.

1. Connect a digital media receiver to your network, and then turn on the device.
2. Do one of the following:

· If a notification balloon appears on your computer, click it, and then follow the instructions on each screen of the Windows Media Connect Wizard.

· If a notification balloon does not appear on your computer, open Control Panel, and then double-click Windows Media Connect. Click Devices, click Add, and then click the device that you want to add.
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Note

You can use Windows Media Connect to share content with up to 10 devices at a time. If you reach the device limit and want to add another device, you must remove an existing device first.
Related topics

· Choosing and configuring devices
· To remove a device
To remove a device

When you click Devices, a list of devices that you have previously added appears. If you want to prevent a device from being able to play any files on your computer, remove the device from the list.
3. Click Devices, and then click the device that you want to remove.
4. Click Remove.

Related topics

· Choosing and configuring devices
· To add a device
To view device properties

If the device manufacturer provides the necessary information, Windows Media Connect can display device details such as the device name, manufacturer name, device serial number, device Media Access Control (MAC) address, and so on. To view the device properties that the manufacturer has provided, perform the following procedure.
5. Click Devices.
6. Click a device, and then click Properties.
Related topics

· Choosing and configuring devices
To rename a device

Windows Media Connect automatically names your devices. If you choose, you can change the name to something more memorable (such as "John's DMR" or "Bedroom").

7. Click Devices, right-click the device that you want to rename, and then click Rename.
8. In the New Name box, type a new name.
Related topics

· Choosing and configuring devices
Choosing folders to share

You can choose which content you want to share with your digital media receivers (DMRs) by specifying which folders the DMRs have permission to access.
This section covers:

· To start sharing a folder
· To stop sharing a folder
· To change the name of a shared folder
· To specify when a folder is available
· To change which devices have access to a folder
Related topics

· Using Windows Media Connect
To start sharing a folder
To start sharing the contents of a folder on your computer with your devices, you must add the folder to the list of shared folders. After you select a folder to add, you can also specify when the folder should be available to your devices.
9. Click Sharing, and then click Add.
10. Click Browse to choose the folder that you want to share (if you prefer, in the Folder box, you can type a path to the folder instead of clicking Browse).
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Note

You can control which folders are displayed in the Currently shared folders list by clicking the Show folders shared with box. You have the option of showing the folders that are shared with all devices or the folders that are only shared with a particular device.
Related topics

· Choosing folders to share
· To specify when a folder is available
To stop sharing a folder

If you want to prevent the contents of a folder from being shared with any devices, you must remove the folder from the list of shared folders.

· Click Sharing, click the folder that you want to stop sharing, and then click Remove.
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Notes
Clicking Remove does not delete the folder or its contents from your computer.

You can control which folders are displayed in the Currently shared folders list by clicking the Show folders shared with box. You have the option of showing the folders that are shared with all devices or the folders that are only shared with a particular device.
Related topics

· Choosing folders to share
To change the name of a shared folder

Windows Media Connect automatically names your shared folders. To change the name that Windows Media Connect displays, perform the following procedure.

11. Click Sharing, click the folder that you want to rename, and then click Edit.
12. In the Name box, type the name that you want Windows Media Connect to display.
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Notes
Changing the shared folder name only affects how the name is displayed in Windows Media Connect. It does not rename the actual folder.

You can control which folders are displayed in the Currently shared folders list by clicking the Show folders shared with box. You have the option of showing the folders that are shared with all devices or the folders that are only shared with a particular device.
Related topics

· Choosing folders to share
To specify when a folder is available
For privacy reasons, you might want to make some of your folders only available to your digital media receivers when you are logged on to your computer. To specify when your folders are available, perform the following procedure.
13. Click Sharing, click the folder that you want to edit, and then click Edit.
14. Do one of the following.
	To
	Do this

	Make the contents of the folder available only when you are logged on to your computer
	Select the Only share this folder when I am logged on to this computer check box.

	Make the contents of the folder available any time the computer is turned on
	Clear the Only share this folder when I am logged on to this computer check box.
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Note

You can control which folders are displayed in the Currently shared folders list by clicking the Show folders shared with box. You have the option of showing the folders that are shared with all devices or the folders that are only shared with a particular device.
Related topics

· Choosing folders to share
To change which devices have access to a folder

If you decide that you want to change which devices have access to a particular folder, perform the following procedure.

15. Click Sharing, click a folder, and then click Edit.
16. Do one of the following.
	To
	Do this

	Make the contents of the folder available to all digital media receivers on your network
	Click Make this content available to all devices.

	Make the contents of the folder only available to particular digital media receivers
	Click Make this content available only to the selected devices below, and then select the devices that you want to have access to the folder.
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Note

You can control which folders are displayed in the Currently shared folders list by clicking the Show folders shared with box. You have the option of showing the folders that are shared with all devices or the folders that are only shared with a particular device.
Related topics

· Choosing folders to share
Customizing settings

You can customize several privacy, security, and folder sharing settings.
This section covers:

· To prevent automatic folder sharing
· To turn on or off all folder sharing immediately
Related topics

· Using Windows Media Connect
To prevent automatic folder sharing

By default, folder sharing is turned on automatically when you start Windows. If you do not want folder sharing to turn on automatically when you start Windows, perform the following procedure.
· Click Settings, and then clear the Automatically start folder sharing when Windows starts check box.
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Note

To turn on folder sharing automatically when Windows starts, select the Automatically start folder sharing when Windows starts check box.
Related topics

· Customizing settings
To turn on or off all folder sharing immediately
To temporarily prevent all of your shared folders from being shared with your devices, use the Stop button. This is a convenient alternative to using the Sharing pane, and it does not permanently remove all of your shared folders.
· Click Settings, and then click Start or Stop.
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Note

If the Automatically start folder sharing when Windows starts check box is selected, folder sharing will be turned on when you restart your computer.

Related topics

· Customizing settings
Using keyboard shortcuts

By using the following keyboard shortcuts in Windows Media Connect, you can quickly accomplish many common tasks.
	To do this
	Use this keyboard shortcut

	Display the Devices pane
	ALT+V

	Add a device (from the Devices pane)
	ALT+A

	Remove a device (from the Devices pane)
	ALT+R

	Display the properties of a device (from the Devices pane)
	ALT+P

	Display the Sharing pane
	ALT+S

	Add a shared folder (from the Sharing pane)
	ALT+A

	Edit a shared folder (from the Sharing pane)
	ALT+E

	Remove a shared folder (from the Sharing pane)
	ALT+R

	Display the Settings pane
	ALT+T

	Prevent or allow automatic folder sharing when Windows starts (from the Settings pane)
	ALT+W

	Turn off all folder sharing immediately (from the Settings pane)
	ALT+P

	Turn on all folder sharing immediately (from the Settings pane)
	ALT+R


Related topics

· Using Windows Media Connect
Troubleshooting

If you encounter a problem while using Windows Media Connect, a number of resources are available to help you troubleshoot the issue.

For more information, see the Troubleshooting Windows Media Connect page (http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=31257).
Related topics

· Introducing Windows Media Connect
· Using Windows Media Connect
Legal Notice

Information in this document, including URL and other Internet Web site references, is subject to change without notice. Unless otherwise noted, the example companies, organizations, products, domain names, e-mail addresses, logos, people, places, and events depicted herein are fictitious, and no association with any real company, organization, product, domain name, e-mail address, logo, person, place, or event is intended or should be inferred. Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user. Without limiting the rights under copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or for any purpose, without the express written permission of Microsoft Corporation. 

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights covering subject matter in this document. Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property.

© 2004 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Microsoft, MS-DOS, Windows, Windows NT, Windows Server, Active Directory, ActiveSync, ActiveX, Direct3D, DirectDraw, DirectInput, DirectMusic, DirectPlay, DirectShow, DirectSound, DirectX, FrontPage, HighMAT, JScript, Microsoft Press, MSN, Outlook, PowerPoint, Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual InterDev, Visual J++, Visual Studio, WebTV, Windows Media, Win32, and Win32s are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.

This product contains graphics filter software; this software is based in part on the work of the Independent JPEG Group.
GIF decompression code, copyright 1990, David Koblas. Permission to use, copy, modify, and distribute this software and its documentation for any purpose and without fee is hereby granted, provided that the above copyright notice appear in all copies and that both that copyright notice and this permission notice appear in supporting documentation. This software is provided "as is" without express or implied warranty.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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