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  Brief

Microsoft Windows 2000 & XP Pro & Open License

Corporate & Academic • All Open License  

Discussion

The purpose of this Licensing Brief is to provide information concerning the availability and licensing of Windows 2000 & XP Pro via the Open License program.  Full Windows 2000 & XP Pro licenses are not available via Open License and must be acquired via retail purchase or pre-installed by an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) on a new computer.  Only the Windows 2000/XP Pro Upgrade and Windows Pro Upgrade Advantage and Software Assurance are available via the academic and Corporate Open License program.
Q&A
QUESTION:  Are Windows 2000 & XP Pro upgrade licenses tied to the machine on which they are first installed?
ANSWER:  Yes.  For each Windows 2000 & XP Pro upgrade license acquired via the Open License program, the customer may install and use one copy of the software on the single computer on which it was first installed or used.  That is, the Windows 2000 & XP Pro upgrade license may not be transferred from one machine to another.  This policy also encompasses all devices intended to be used with Windows 2000 & XP Server with Terminal Services (including Macintosh and UNIX machines as well as Windows-based terminals).
QUESTION:  Am I allowed to “downgrade” from Windows 2000 & XP Pro to Windows 98 or Windows 95?
ANSWER:  Windows 9x is not a prior version of Windows 2000 & XP Pro.  Only those customers who have enrolled a Windows 2000 Pro license in Windows Pro Upgrade Advantage or Software Assurance are eligible to use Windows 9x in place of Windows 2000 Pro.  However, customers who acquire a Windows 2000 Pro upgrade license via the Open License program are eligible to downgrade to a prior version of Windows NT Workstation without having to first enroll in Windows Pro Upgrade Advantage or Software Assurance.
QUESTION:  What products qualify for the Windows 2000 & XP Pro Version Upgrade?
ANSWER:  Only prior versions of Windows 2000 & XP Pro (i.e., Windows NT Workstation version 3.5, 3.51 or 4.0) qualify for the Windows 2000 & XP Pro Version Upgrade.
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