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  Brief

Microsoft Server Products - Per Seat, Per Server & Per Processor

Academic & Corporate • Open License • Select License  • Enterprise Agreement (EA) • EA Subscription
Discussion

The current license policy for Microsoft® server products offers customers a choice between three modes:  (i) Per Seat mode (ii) Per Server mode and (iii) Per Processor mode.  Customers may select the mode that best suits their organization’s needs.  It is possible to have different types of servers licensed in different modes.  It is not necessary to notify Microsoft of the licensing mode selected.

Regardless of which mode the customer chooses, a server license is required for the right to run any given copy of the server software on a particular system.  Some options may require the acquisition of a Client Access License (CAL) for each client’s right to access a particular server product.  Microsoft’s current policy, however, leaves it up to the customer to choose the Server licensing mode that best fits their needs where choices are available.
With Per Seat licensing, a CAL is associated with a specific computer, device or “seat”.  Using this alternative, client computers are allowed access to any server on the network running the particular server application for which that client machine is licensed.
With Per Server licensing, a CAL is associated with a particular server. This alternative allows concurrent-use licensing; i.e., if a customer decides to use the server in Per Server mode, he/she must then have at least as many CALs dedicated to that server as the maximum number of clients that will connect to that server at any one point in time.

With Per Processor licensing, no CALs are needed; the right to access the server is covered by the server license itself.  So any one, any time, any where, from any device that has the proper permission from the server owner may access the information on that Per Processor licensed server.
Q&A

QUESTION:  What current server products are only licensed in the Per Seat mode?

ANSWER:  Current servers that can only be licensed in the Per Seat mode are Exchange Server 2000, SMS 2.0, and BackOffice® Server 2000.

QUESTION:  When would a customer choose the Per Seat mode?

ANSWER:  The Per Seat mode is most economical in distributed computing environments where multiple servers within an organization provide services to clients.  In general, the Per Seat option is the most economical one to choose when the use of a server is pervasive or guaranteed access is needed to such services as file and print, or business-critical applications and no external access (such as internet use) is needed.

QUESTION:  What current server products are only licensed in the Per Server Mode?

ANSWER:  There are no server products that are exclusively limited to the Per Server mode.
QUESTION: Are there any server products that can be licensed in more than one mode?

ANSWER: Yes, 2 – Windows® 2000 and Windows® XP can be set up in either the Per Seat or Per Server mode with the appropriate number of CALs.  SQL Server™ 2000 can be purchased two ways:  1) as a SQL Server 2000 license with corresponding per seat only CALs, or  2) as a SQL Server 2000 license in the Per Processor mode in which case no separate CALs are needed.

QUESTION:  What current server products are only licensed in the Per Processor mode?

ANSWER:  Current server products that can only be licensed in the Per Processor mode are HIS 2000, ISA 2000, BizTalk™ Server 2000, Application Server 2000, and Commerce Server 2000.
QUESTION:  Do I have to license all my servers in the same mode?

ANSWER: There is no restriction against using the products in a mixed mode manner.  All the sever products listed, no matter what the mode, need Windows 2000 Server or Windows XP Server to be running on the server machine.  Since some of the servers are per processor only you might have different modes of server licenses on the same machine.  

Further Information

For additional product specific licensing information see these product websites

· Windows Server licensing and licensing model: http://www.microsoft.com/windows2000/guide/server/pricing/default.asp
· . NET servers licensing model: http://www.microsoft.com/servers/pricing/default.htm
· . NET server per-processor licensing model: http://www.microsoft.com/servers/proclic.htm
Note:  This Microsoft Volume Licensing Brief is provided for general informational purposes.  For the terms and conditions governing your use of Select Software Products, please refer to your Select [/Open] Agreement.
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