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Abstract

This Release Documentation contains late-breaking information to help you set up and run Power Pack 2 for Windows Home Server.

For more information about installing and configuring Windows Home Server, see “Getting Started: Windows Home Server.”

You can download the most recent version of these documents from the Microsoft Web site (http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=85098).
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The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues discussed as of the date of publication.  Because Microsoft must respond to changing market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication.

This White Paper is for informational purposes only.  MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, AS TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT.

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user.  Without limiting the rights under copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or for any purpose, without the express written permission of Microsoft Corporation. 

Your right to copy this documentation is limited by copyright law and the terms of the software license agreement. As the software licensee, you may make a reasonable number of copies or printouts for your own use. Making unauthorized copies, adaptations, compilations, or derivative works for commercial distribution is prohibited and constitutes a punishable violation of the law.

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights covering subject matter in this document.  Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property.

Unless otherwise noted, the companies, organizations, products, domain names, e-mail addresses, logos, people, places, and events depicted in examples herein are fictitious.  No association with any real company, organization, product, domain name, e-mail address, logo, person, place, or event is intended or should be inferred.

© 2009 Microsoft Corporation.  All rights reserved.

Microsoft, Windows, Windows Media, Windows Vista, and Zune are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies.

All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.
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Pre-Installation Information for Windows Home Server Power Pack 2

This section contains information about known issues and tasks that you need to perform before you install Power Pack 2 for the Windows® Home Server server software.

To download the most recent version of this document, see the Microsoft Web site (http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=84725).

What's new in Power Pack 2 for Windows Home Server?

Power Pack 2 for Windows Home Server updates Windows Home Server with the following new features and fixes:

Windows Media Center Connector


Computers running Windows Media® Center can now view recorded TV content that is stored on your home server by using the recorded TV gallery.


Windows Media Center music, photos, videos, and recorded TV libraries are automatically updated to include the Music, Photos, Videos, and Recorded TV shared folders on your home server.


Media Center Extenders that are connected to a computer running Windows Media Center can now access content on your home server without using the guest account.


You can control the shared folders on your home server that Media Center Extenders can access by using the Windows Home Server Console. To do this, on the console, click Settings, and then click Windows Media Center.

Media Sharing


Support for MP4 audio and video files is added.


Content that is stored on your home server and that is shared via Windows Media Connect, including files with extensions .mp4, .m4v, .m4b and .m4a, now appears in the music or video library with title, artist, composer, album, and genre metadata.

Remote Access


The Remote Access Settings page is redesigned to make it easier to use.


A Web-hosted diagnostic service is used to more accurately test whether remote connectivity is available from outside the home network.


There are new and improved initial configuration and repair wizards.


There is better troubleshooting guidance for common home networking issues that can prevent Remote Access from working properly.

Home Computer Backup


When you restore files and folders from a Home Computer Backup, the process may stop when it is 79% to 81% percent complete. This update helps prevent this issue.

Home Server Backup


This update prevents you from unintentionally overwriting newer versions of the Windows Home Server Connector files. This could potentially happen if you restore files and folders from a Home Server Backup to the Software shared folder on your home server.

Server Storage and Shared Folders


It is now easier to copy large files or folders from a home computer running the Windows Vista® operating system to a shared folder on your home server. Previously, the file size was limited by the free space on the primary hard drive of your home server. With this update, the file size is limited to the free space on the target hard drives that are connected to your home server.


The number of notification messages about files that are stored in shared folders is reduced. Previously, these notifications may have caused high CPU utilization on your home server for applications that access these files. After this update is installed, applications such as the software for the Microsoft® Zune® digital media player no longer consume excessive processor resources.

Installing Windows Home Server Power Pack 2

You receive Power Pack 2 for Windows Home Server via Windows Update. A notification appears in your Windows Home Server Console, telling you that Power Pack 2 is ready to install. Click Install to start the installation.

After you upgrade and restart your home server, your home computers automatically upgrade their Windows Home Server Connector software.

Try the following if your home computer is not automatically upgraded after you upgrade your home server, and your home computer is no longer backed up:

1.
On your home computer, browse to the Software\Home Server Connector Software shared folder on your home server. To do this, open Windows Explorer, and then, in the Address bar, type \\<Your_server_name>\Software\Home Server Connector Software.

2.
Run WHSConnectorInstall.exe.

This uninstalls the Connector software on your home computer and reinstalls the latest version.

Post-Installation Information for Windows Home Server Power Pack 2

Now that you have completed Setup, read this section to learn about any issues that affect how Power Pack 2 for Windows Home Server functions. This section also includes information that helps you correct or enhance the performance, reliability, and security of Windows Home Server with Power Pack 2.

Server Storage

The following is a known issue with Server Storage:


A drive mapped from a computer running Windows Vista to your home server displays an incorrect amount of available space.

With this update, Windows Home Server reports the total drive space that is available, rather than the space that is available on the primary hard drive of your home server. However, the side effect is that mapped network drives report more available space than the capacity of the hard drive.

Windows Media Center

The following is a known issue with the Windows Media Center Connector:


You cannot run the Windows Media Center Connector (MCWHSSetup.exe) on 64-bit versions of Windows 7 Beta.

There is a known bug in the 64-bit versions of Windows 7 Beta. To fix the issue, add the following registry key, and then reinstall the Windows Media Center Connector:

Path: HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Wow6432Node\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Media Center
Key: Ident
Value (REG_SZ): 6.0

Network connectivity issues may cause TV recordings that are stored on your home server to disappear from the recorded TV gallery in Windows Media Center. When network connectivity returns, the TV recordings may not reappear until the computer running Windows Media Center restarts.


Media files on your home server that are locked by an external program or process (for example, a transcoder) may not appear in Windows Media Center galleries until the files are released.
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