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1. INTRODUCTION
The Microsoft Windows Mobile Device Center Beta enables you to set up new partnerships, synchronize PIM data and manage music, pictures and video with any Windows Mobile 2003 or Windows Mobile 5.0 powered device.  The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta is the replacement for Microsoft® ActiveSync® on Windows Vista™.

The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta combines an efficient business-data synchronization platform with a breakthrough user experience. Windows Mobile Device Center Beta helps you to quickly set up new partnerships, synchronize business-critical information such as E-mail, contacts and calendar appointments, and easily manage your synchronization settings.
The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta simplifies managing media between your Windows Mobile powered device and your PC. With the picture acquisition wizard, you can easily tag and transfer all of the pictures from your Windows Mobile powered device to your PC’s Windows Photo Gallery. Microsoft® Windows Media™ Player helps you keep the music on your Windows Mobile powered device up to date.
Note: This is pre-release software and should not be used in a production environment or on a primary computer in the home. This pre-release version is intended for developers, IT professionals, and technology experts to continue or begin their testing of Microsoft Windows Mobile Device Center Beta and Windows Mobile-powered devices. Before you decide to use this pre-release version, you should feel comfortable with installing operating systems, updating drivers, and general PC troubleshooting. Some risks of using pre-release software include hardware and software incompatibility and system instability. If you have concerns about installing this pre-release software on your PC, we encourage you to continue to use Microsoft ActiveSync 4.2 with the Windows XP operating system.

2. INSTALLING WINDOWS MOBILE DEVICE CENTER BETA
2.1 Installing Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from Windows Update 
Occasionally, a new version of the Windows Mobile Device Center may be available for download from Windows Update. To check for the availability of updates and install them to your PC, follow these steps:
1. Open the Start Menu
2. Select Control Panel
3. From the Control Panel Home, click on System and Maintenance
4. Under Windows Update, click on check for updates
5. If an update is available, it will appear in the dialog under the “Windows Mobile Device Center” label
6. Click on the update package, and follow the installation instructions
2.2 Installing Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from www.windowsmobile.com
To download and install the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from the web, go to www.microsoft.com/windowsmobile/devicecenter and follow the instructions on the site.
2.3 Running the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta
Once installed, the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta can be run from the following locations:
To open the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from the Control Panel

1. Open the Start Menu
2. Select Control Panel
3. From the Control Panel Home, click on Hardware and Sound
4. Open the Windows Mobile Device Center Control Panel
To open the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from Sync Center System Tray

1. If you have already created a partnership with your device, click on the Sync Center icon in the system tray (green circle with arrows) to launch the Sync Center
2. Double click on your Windows Mobile powered device icon in the Sync Center
To open the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta from the start menu

1. Open the Start Menu
2. Click on All Programs
3. Click on Windows Mobile Device Center 
3. COMPATIBILITY
The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta is compatible with the following Microsoft Windows Vista SKUs and applications:

Microsoft® Windows® Vista Ultimate (x86 and 64-bit)

Microsoft® Windows® Vista Professional (x86 and 64-bit)

Microsoft® Windows® Vista Premium (x86 and 64-bit)

Microsoft® Windows® Vista Server (x86 and 64-bit)

Microsoft® Windows® Vista Home (x86 and 64-bit)
Microsoft® Outlook® 2000, Microsoft® Outlook® XP, or Microsoft® Outlook® 2003 messaging and collaboration clients required for synchronization to the desktop or portable computer of e-mail, calendar, contacts, tasks, and notes. (Outlook 2003 is recommended)

4. SUPPORTED DEVICES
The following mobile device operating systems are supported by Windows Mobile Device Center Beta:

• Microsoft® Windows Mobile® 5.0
• Messaging and Security Feature Pack for Microsoft® Windows Mobile® 5.0
• Microsoft® Windows Mobile® 2003 Second Edition
• Microsoft® Windows Mobile® 2003
5. RELEASE NOTES
Note:
Windows Mobile Device Center Beta is only compatible with Windows Vista RC1.


Upgrades from Windows Vista Beta 2 to Windows Vista RC1 are not currently supported. 
Note:
The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta update package must be installed to add or remove third-party programs from your device.

If you do not have the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta update package installed, you will not be able to install applications to your device.
Note:
Windows Mobile Device Center Beta is currently available in English only.


The Windows Mobile Device Center Beta will soon be available in English, Japanese, German, French and Spanish.
Note:
Windows Mobile Device Center Beta will not launch after installing Windows Vista or upgrading from Windows XP to Windows Vista while a Windows Mobile powered device was plugged in.

If a Windows Mobile powered device was plugged in during the installation or upgrade to Windows Vista, you will need to reconnect the device to a different USB port or reboot the machine after the installation or upgrade.
Note:
ActiveSync partnership information is no longer available when upgrading from Windows XP to Windows Vista.

You will need to establish a new partnership in Windows Mobile Device Center Beta after upgrading from Windows XP to Windows Vista.  Create a new partnership through the Setup your device task in Windows Mobile Device Center Beta.
Note:
Some features in Windows Mobile Device Center Beta are not available or not working in the Windows Vista ADS SKU.

You must first install the desktop experience pack for ADS in order to get the full features available in Windows Mobile Device Center Beta.  Follow the instructions provided when setting up Windows Vista ADS to install the desktop experience pack.
Note:
Wireless sync schedule settings are not available in the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta.

The sync scheduler is not available in the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta. Sync schedule can be set using the sync scheduler from your device.
Note:
Backup and restore is not available in the Windows Mobile Device Center Beta.

Backup and restore is available only for x86 devices running Windows Mobile 2003. 
Note:
After establishing a partnership with a Windows Mobile powered device, the partnership is not listed in Windows Vista Sync Center.


Refreshing the partnership list in Windows Vista Sync Center will display the new partnership in the Sync Center. You may need to refresh multiple times for the partnership to be listed.
Note:
Connecting a pin-locked Windows Mobile powered smartphone does not prompt for the PIN upon initial connection.

You may need to disconnect and reconnect the device for the pinlock dialog to be displayed.
Note:
When a device is connected to a PC over an USB connection that goes through an external USB hub, you might experience connection instabilities such as drops in the connection, or an unresponsive PC.

For more information about this issue, see article 817900, "USB port may stop working after removing or inserting USB device" in the Microsoft Knowledge Base at http://support.microsoft.com.
Note:
If non-Microsoft firewall software is installed and running on your PC, you might need to configure the software to allow the ports in order for Windows Mobile Device Center Beta to function.

For more information about this issue, refer to the Microsoft Knowledge Base at http://support.microsoft.com.
Note:
In rare cases, some LAN configuration tools might also conflict with a device connection.

To enable your Windows Mobile powered device to successfully synchronize with your PC, you might need to disable the LAN configuration tools.
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6. TROUBLESHOOTING
This is pre-release (beta) software distributed for trial and testing purposes only. Neither Microsoft nor its partners provide technical support for beta releases. Although formal support is not offered for this beta, we encourage you to use newsgroups to help answer questions you may have related to the installation and use of Microsoft Windows Mobile Device Center. We would also encourage you to send your feedback to DCinput@microsoft.com.

_______________________________________________________________
7.  WHAT'S NEW
· Streamlined setup - A simplified new partnership wizard and improved partnership management.

· Robust synchronization - Synchronization of business-critical data such as E-mail, Calendars, Contacts, Tasks, Favorites, and Files.

· Photo management - Picture management helps you detect new photos on your Windows Mobile powered device, tag and import them to the Windows Vista Photo Gallery.

· Media synchronization – Use Microsoft® Windows Media™ Player to synchronize and shuffle music files on your device.

· File browsing - A new device browsing experience enables you more quickly browse files and folders and open documents on your device directly from your PC. 

· Enhanced user interface – A simple and compelling user interface helps you to quickly access critical tasks and configure your device.

