Theme of the month

Building New Generation of Web Applications: ASP.NET AJAX

ASP.NET AJAX (formerly Atlas) is a free framework for building a new generation of richer, more interactive, highly personalized cross-browser web applications. You can take advantage of the rich client framework to easily build client-centric web applications that integrate with any backend data provider and run on most modern browsers. Overview

Get Started with ASP.NET AJAX 

· Step 1: Download ASP.NET AJAX here. this package will install the Microsoft AJAX Library and, if you have Visual Studio or Visual Web Developer Express installed, it will configure those products to include the ASP.NET AJAX project templates to make it simple to get up and running. 

· Step 2: Learn the details- Conceptual overviews, tutorials, walkthroughs, quickstarts, sample applications, and API references. 

· Step 3: Watch the media - Developing ASP.NET 2.0 Applications using AJAX and other ASP.NET AJAX videos. 

· Step 4: Explore the samples - ASP.NET AJAX features including a Contact management application, server-based Task List application, client-based Task List application, mash-ups, and more. 

· Step 5: Showcase - get a first-hand glimpse at the exciting applications created by AJAX develoepers. 

Downloads: 

· ASP.NET AJAX Control Toolkit 

· ASP.NET AJAX Documentation 

Webclasses: 

· Introducing the Microsoft ASP.NET 2.0 AJAX Extensions 

· Building Powerful AJAX-Style Solutions with ASP.NET "Atlas" and Windows Communication Foundation (Level 200) 

· Enhance Your Web Site with AJAX and "Atlas" in ASP.NET 2.0 (Level 200) 

· ASP.NET Code-Named "Atlas" Novice to Pro: AJAX Components (Level 200) 

.NET Framework 3.0!

The Microsoft .NET Framework 3.0 (formerly WinFX), is the next generation programming model for Windows. It combines the power of the .NET Framework 2.0 with four new technologies: Windows Presentation Foundation (WPF), Windows Communication Foundation (WCF), Windows Workflow Foundation (WF), and Windows CardSpace (WCS). Click here to learn more


· Introducing .NET Framework 3.0: Describing, Applying, Understanding and Getting 

· Find reference information on .NET Framework 3.0 technologies (Overview, Windows CardSpace, Windows Communication Foundation, Windows Presentation Foundation, Windows Workflow Foundation 

· Q&A: .NET Framework 3.0 Versioning and Deployment 

· Virtual Labs: Quickly evaluate and learn how to use Windows Communication Foundation and Windows Workflow Foundation within 90 minutes or less. NO installation required and FREE to use! 

· Downloads: Download products, licenses, samples, documentation and controls for Microsoft .NET Framework 3.0 

· Articles: 
- Introduction to Building Windows Communication Foundation Services 
- Learn the ABCs of Programming Windows Communication Foundation 
- Security Briefs : Windows Communication Foundation provides 3 major protections: confidentiality, integrity, and authentication. Keith Brown explains what they can do for you.

Business Intelligence (BI)

The enhanced business intelligence (BI) features give you competitive advantage on integrating multiple data sources with Integration Services; enriching data and building complex business analytics with Analysis Services, and writing, managing, and delivering rich reports with Reporting Services. Click here to learn more
· On Demand Webclass: Presentations and end-to-end scenario demonstrations for SQL Server BI applications, e.g. data mining, reporting and analysis services, real-world experience and many more. 

· Presentations / Videos: A series of rich media presentation provide an overview of BI capabilities. 

· Virtual Labs: Quickly evaluate or learn how to build BI applications through a series of guided, hands-on labs which can be completed in 90 minutes or less. NO installation required and FREE to use! 

· FREE E-Learning: Access the E-Learning topics you want, when you want it, and learn at your own pace. Each lesson includes hands-on virtual labs and offline functionality. 

· Download 8 New SQL Server 2005 Report Packs: These free report packs will simplify your report tasks, improve your business visibility and speed your decision making. 

· Library: MSDN library provides guidance on how to implement business solutions using SQL Server 2005 components and tools. 
