Ready for success. people ready business. 
Microsoft Germany on CeBIT 2006

This year on CeBIT, Microsoft Germany will show the largest number of product innovations have ever been presented on the fair. Windows Vista, Microsoft Office System 2007 as well as user scenarios are just some of the highlights that Microsoft will present. With new solutions provided by Microsoft, companies are able to support their employees in performing daily tasks. The software helps employees to exploit their full potential. All the more important as employees are the most important driver for entrepreneurial success. Consequently, this year’s appearance of Microsoft on CeBIT is mottoed “ready for success. people ready business.“ This slogan applies to organizations of any size – and both from the public and private sector. Together with its partners, Microsoft will present new solution platforms for the integration of custom applications. Private users will experience how they use digital media on devices of different kinds in new ways, both in the networked home and mobile. Microsoft will demonstrate its current and emerging technologies from March 9 to 15, 2006 on the main booth A38 in hall 4. 

Microsoft solutions support people and enable them to act quickly, react in a decision-based way, and develop new ideas. Microsoft provides the tools they need as well as the access, data and systems they require to develop such ideas every day, to be more efficient and to enhance collaboration. Companies, but also the public sector are only able to exploit their full potential if all employees completely utilize their capabilities every day. Because, employees are the most important asset of every company – by far more important than processes, systems, engines, locations or external advisors. In line with this philosophy, Microsoft will increasingly put people, rather than technologies or products, in the center of its activities, not only during CeBIT, but throughout the coming months. The new products that Microsoft presents are, in addition to Microsoft Office System 2007 and Windows Vista, for instance Windows Server 2003 R2, SQL Server 2005, Visual Studio 2005 and BizTalk Server 2006.

Windows Client
Microsoft is currently developing the new client operating system Windows Vista. It is ideally suited for companies of any size and increases the value of their business processes as well as their IT systems. The operating system enables employees to access important business data anytime and to easily and rapidly collaborate with others. At the same time, costs for installation and support are drastically reduced, and companies are provided with a secure and standardized desktop platform that meets all requirements. Many of the workstations on the Microsoft booth already run on a beta version of the upcoming desktop operating system. 

Moreover, Microsoft presents a variety of solutions for digital entertainment, mobile applications and new Windows applications for private users in a separate area. The company focuses on the Windows XP Media Center Edition which has grown into the standard platform for digital entertainment in view of 6.5 million units sold worldwide in three years. In addition to new and chic Windows XP Media Center devices, Microsoft will also demonstrate the interaction between the new XBox 360 and the Media Center.

Information Worker

The Information Worker segment focuses the Microsoft Office System, version 2007, with its new user interface and a variety of features that enable a more efficient use of resources. It is complemented by powerful graphics and diagram features as well as new opportunities and products for Business Intelligence, Collaboration and Content Management. Users get even more control of their tasks, are able to work more effectively and make their decisions on the basis of well-founded information. During CeBIT, five movie screenings about Microsoft Office System 2007 titled “New World of Work“ will be shown daily and address end users, decision-makers and developers. 

Server

Moreover, Microsoft exhibits the entire Server portfolio with the latest innovations for IT professionals. Some of the products shown are the BizTalk Server 2006, Exchange Service Pack 2, Small Business Server 2003 R2, Windows Server 2003 R2, Virtual Server 2005 R2, System Center Reporting Manager 2005 as well as dynamic IT systems and automated Business Desktop Deployment. In addition, the data base solution SQL Server 2005 is presented in application scenarios for corporate data management and increased developer productivity as well as in connection with the integration tool BizTalk Server 2006 and the Business Scorecard Manager as a Business Intelligence solution. TechNet lectures will be held this year about the following topics: “The new SQL-Server 2005,” “Innovations integrated in the Exchange Server Service Pack 2,“ “Windows Server 2003 R2,” “Windows Vista – with a focus on security and IE 7“ as well as “IT@Microsoft (how does Microsoft do IT?)“.

.NET

.NET primarily addresses technically oriented visitors and developers, but also software architects and project managers. Here, visitors obtain information about the whole range of developer tools and the Microsoft developer platform MSDN. Microsoft focuses on the new Visual Studio 2005 product range and all its specifications – from the Express editions for beginners and the Visual Studio Tools for Office to the Visual Studio 2005 Team System for software development and project management in companies and across teams. On CeBIT, Microsoft will also present the “Coding4Fun“ project for the first time: The site offers program codes that provide lots of fun and tutorials for amateur developers for download. Two starter kits for clubs, associations as well as game developers that are free of charge are also available on this site; the starter kits can be expanded by the Express editions.  

Microsoft Business Solutions

On the Microsoft booth, small and medium-sized companies get to know how their business processes could optimally look like. Based on cases from various industries, company sizes and enterprise roles, the software provider presents ideal typical scenarios – for instance, the seamless combination of individual operating processes or the efficient integration of customers and partners into a company. The individual scenarios are based on Microsoft products that technologically support the business processes. The presentations aim to provide suggestions to medium-sized businesses and demonstrate how to modernize and enhance their enterprise structures. Microsoft demonstrates the individual scenarios by means of its virtual reference company Contoso. Some of the new products that Microsoft presents on the show are version 4.0 of the enterprise software Microsoft Dynamics AX (previously Microsoft Axapta) as well as the German version of the customer management software Microsoft Dynamics CRM 3.0. Together with 38 partners, the software provider also shows selected industry and custom solutions based on Microsoft enterprise software products.

Security

IT security continues to be a key topic for Microsoft. On CeBIT 2006, the company presents its platform for integrated security based on the Windows Server System. It delivers strong authentication, identity management, ensures the protection of digital information from viruses and spam mails and provides secure mobility solutions. Within the scope of the initiative “Deutschland sicher im Netz“, Microsoft and its partners from trade, politics and associations explain how the “promises for action” made at the beginning of 2005 have been implemented. Some of the actions already realized are the Security Check ID, the IT security pack for the midmarket as well as the promotion of the media competence of children and young people. In addition, regular lectures about security are held on the booth. 

Xbox 
In the game segment, Microsoft has focused on the Xbox 360. Pin sharp graphics and 5.1 surround sound enable gamers to enjoy a completely new game world. The entertainment platform launched in December 2005 can be connected with digital cameras, MP3 players or Windows PCs. In addition, the Xbox 360 acts as the home entertainment platform for all digital content like photos, movies and music, and renders that content on the living room TV. The online service Xbox Live provides gamers with a very specific experience: Online gaming with more than 2 million members, communication via voice and text messages as well as the download of demos or trailers via the marketplace are some of the new interactive entertainment features that the world’s largest online service offers.

Microsoft TV

The Microsoft TV IPTV Edition will be presented in Germany for the first time. The broadcast of TV programs and services via the Internet Protocol (IP) offers customers greater choice of content. Programs are tailored to individual requirements and can be transmitted to networked entertainment devices. Vice versa, photos from the Media Center PC can, for instance, be watched on the TV set. As a result, providers of broadband services are able to substantially increase their business success with the Microsoft TV IPTV Edition via personalized TV offers.

Public Sector
Achieve more with fewer clicks: With its state-of-the-art public sector workstation, Microsoft presents a solution platform that enables users to directly access information and process data in existing specialized procedures as well as to edit them. The solution allows the optimization of historically grown procedures, the reduction of the number of processing steps and the increase of profitability and efficiency of daily tasks in the public sector. Microsoft’s modern public sector workstation helps realize the vision of the “Lean State” as well as the objective of greater citizen orientation.

IT infrastructures for the health care sector focus on offers for modern hospitals and health insurance companies as well as on solutions for “Integrated Health Care” and telemedicine. Sustainable and flexible IT infrastructures and transparent management and interoperation processes substantially contribute to the well being of the patient and to the increase of efficiency in the health care sector.  

Social responsibility 
For the first time, Microsoft will demonstrate its social commitment in the areas of education, founder support and online security in Germany on the main booth in hall 4. A separate area highlights the tight cooperation of the company with numerous partners from politics, trade and science. Visitors obtain information about the contributions that Microsoft Germany makes to drive innovations, create jobs and promote economic growth. Many high-ranking guests from politics and the public sector are expected to attend the booth.  

Moreover, mobile solutions for enterprise customers like Mobile Messaging with Windows Mobile 5.0 are presented. Microsoft is also represented at partner booths: 

· O2 (hall 12, booth B26) – presentation of an Exchange based mobility solution

· Metro (hall 6, booth E50) – presentation of a RFID solution for retail trade

More information about Microsoft at CeBIT is available as of mid-February at: http://www.microsoft.com/germany/cebit. 
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