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Wound Technology Network Demonstrates Mobile Telehealth Solutions for Wound Healing on Microsoft Mobile 5.0 Pocket PCs at HIMSS 2007

(HOLLYWOOD, FL – February 26, 2007) — Wound Technology Network (WTN), the nation’s leader in providing remote wound care services to the healthcare industry, will be exhibiting in the Microsoft booth #1141 at the HIMSS 2007 conference in New Orleans.

Wound care is a $30 billion industry, accounting for about 5 percent of U.S. healthcare costs. WTN, a physician group practice and management company, utilizes the latest remote technology to bring specialized wound care to doctors’ offices, hospitals, skilled nursing/assisted living facilities and private homes. WTN has deployed Windows Mobile 5.0 Pocket PC video telehealth solutions utilizing a Palm Treo 700w with 3G Mobile Technology.

By doing so WTN provides a high level of interactive audio, data and visual sharing of patient information to on-location wound care for patients anytime, anywhere. The knowledge-based mobile telehealth solutions for wound healing improves patient safety, improves patient outcomes and satisfaction, reduces medical legal liability, and is an innovative platform that demonstrates reduced cost.
“The future of patient-friendly and responsible wound care requires caregivers to have remote, interactive access to health records, patient treatment visuals and expert advice. Our service, coupled with Microsoft Windows Mobile 5.0, helps provide this,” said George I. Pollack, chief operating officer of WTN. “To optimize the level of remote care, we needed to focus on data speed, accuracy and security features. The advent of EV-DO and Microsoft Windows Mobile 5.0 broadband speeds proved to be the answer.”
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WTN implemented Verizon Wireless’ Broadband Access connectivity across existing laptops with Microsoft’s Windows XP and new 3G PC cards. Logitech Web cams were deployed for in-field video feedback using Polycom® software installed across a VPN to meet the encryption requirements of HIPAA.  EV-DO and Microsoft Windows Mobile allows WTN to do voice and video over IP to run its business operation.
“With the EV-DO and Microsoft Windows Mobile 5.0, we can conduct field visits anywhere with reliability because of the bandwidth expansion,” Pollack says. “3G CDMA serves as the platform to stream video and voice in a dependable fashion, and we eliminate the need to hardwire any installations.”
The 3G solution also gives WTN’s physicians and health plans’ medical management secure access to electronic medical records from virtually anywhere and allows continuous updating of evidence-based medicine and protocols, which has had a huge impact on improving patient outcomes and the cost of care. The scalable 3G solution provides flexibility for expansion and allows the company to track the devices and the individuals using them. 
“As a result of this technology innovation, WTN has saved $30-40 million in wound care costs representing a cost reduction of 80 percent for the health plans we serve,” says Jeffrey Galitz, M.D., DPM, FACFAS, DABPS chief executive officer of WTN. “We have also realized significant operational savings due to this technology”. This innovative technology has facilitated a 10 percent per month growth rate. Without 3G CDMA, it would be impossible for us to operate our business model or move to the next level. In short, this has dynamically changed our ability to provide care.”

Founded in 1999, WTN employs specialists including: surgeons, physicians, podiatrists, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, certified wound specialists and patient care coordinators that work in collaboration to provide care.  The 50-employee company currently serves south Florida, California, and Nevada and is currently developing networks in 10 key states.  Further information may be obtained at www.woundtech.net.






