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New African Partnership for Development
Fact Sheet – Partnership for global development
At Microsoft we believe that contributing to partnerships for development is a core part of corporate citizenship and an integral part of conducting responsible business. Our approach is competence-based and rooted in the idea that by bringing the core resources, solutions, know-how and time of the company and its employees to the table, we can help our partners serve local needs and address local challenges.
Partnership with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
In December 2003, Microsoft joined the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) Information Society Partnership for Africa's Development (ISPAD) as a foundation partner. 

As part of this program, NEPAD initiated a flagship e-schools initiative. This involves the establishment of an Africa-wide satellite network that will connect the schools to the internet as well as to points within each country from which, educational content will be fed to the schools on a continuous basis. 

Some 600,000 primary and secondary schools across Africa will be connected to the internet, overcoming the major barriers to entry: cost and lack of basic infrastructure. It is also hoped that each school will also have a health point – a major contribution to the objectives of the health program of NEPAD.

A 12-month pilot programme will see a 20 African countries implement and deploy solutions in local schools. Microsoft leads one of 4 consortia: each will deploy and operate ICT solutions for approximately 20 schools at their own cost. The pilot will provide a learning mechanism for the roll out of the broader initiative during 2007, assisting schools across the continent to make meaningful progress in enhancing the learning experience of young people using new technologies.  
Dr Henry Chasia, Deputy Executive Chairperson for the NEPAD e-Africa Commission welcomed the initiative:

“This is the first time that African governments, the private sector, foundations, development agencies and civil society organizations have come together for a common ICT project developed and driven by Africans, and for Africa”

Background
NEPAD provides the strategic vision and framework for Africa's renewal, and contains a strong focus on technology as a crosscutting tool for development. 
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