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	Accessibility in Windows Vista

	Windows Vista™ brings clarity to your world by seamlessly connecting you to people and devices, enabling a new level of confidence in your PC, and clear new ways to organize information so you can focus on the things that matter to you.

Every day you turn to your PC to help you accomplish things. Every day you need a PC that is easy to see, hear, and use. [image: image1.png]l.y. Windows Vistar




	Microsoft Windows Vista includes built-in accessibility settings and programs that make it easier for computer users to see, hear, and use their computers. Microsoft invested in more than three years of research to better understand the needs of people who experience a wide range of physical challenges that can impact their computer use. The accessibility settings and programs in Windows Vista are particularly helpful to people with visual difficulties, hearing loss, pain in their hands or arms, or reasoning and cognitive issues. 

Major accessibility improvements in Windows Vista are the Ease of Access Center and state-of-the-art speech recognition and magnification capabilities.  
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Ease of Access Center 

The new Ease of Access Center in Windows Vista provides a centralized location where you can get quick access to adjust accessibility settings and manage assistive technology programs.  

The Ease of Access Center includes:

· Quick Access to common tools. 
Start Magnifier, Narrator, On-Screen Keyboard, and High Contrast.

· Get recommendations for settings. 
Based on answers to questions about performing routine tasks, such as whether you have trouble seeing faces or text on TV, hearing normal conversations, or using a pen or pencil, Windows Vista provides a personalized recommendation of the accessibility settings and programs that are likely to improve your ability to see, hear, and use your computer. 

· Explore all settings by category. 
The Ease of Access Center also lets you explore settings options by categories: including making the computer easier to see, using the computer without a display, changing mouse or keyboard settings or using the computer without a mouse or keyboard, using alternatives for sounds, and making it easier to focus on tasks. 

The Ease of Access Center can be found in the Control Panel of Windows Vista, or by selecting Windows logo key [image: image2.png]


+U. The Ease of Access Center replaces the Accessibility Wizard and Utilities Manager in previous versions of Windows.

Make Things on the Screen Larger with Magnifier

Magnifier, the magnification program built into Windows Vista, enables you choose magnification levels from 2 to 16 times the original and choose to track the mouse, the keyboard, or text editing. Magnifier can be found in the Ease of Access Center.

Hear Text Read Aloud with Narrator

The newly improved Narrator text-to-speech tool, built into Windows Vista, now reads Narrator menus without leaving the active window.  Individuals who use Narrator will also find a more pleasant, natural sounding voice.  Narrator can be found in the Ease of Access Center.

Speech Recognition(Interact with Your PC with Your Voice

Windows Speech Recognition, in Windows Vista, empowers you to interact with your computer by voice, significantly reducing the use of a mouse and keyboard while maintaining or increasing your overall productivity. You can dictate documents and e-mail, fill out forms on the Web, and command applications and the operating system by saying what you see. Right from the beginning, you are guided through an easy setup process and an interactive training application that will familiarize you with the voice commands. Whether it is starting an application, selecting a word, or correcting a sentence, you are always in control and guided toward a list of smart choices. Find Speech Recognition in the Control Panel of Windows Vista. 

Compatibility with Assistive Technology Products 

Microsoft works closely with assistive technology (AT) manufacturers through the Microsoft Assistive Technology Vendor Program to ensure that AT products are ready when Windows Vista is available. Many AT products, including multiple screen readers, will be available on Windows Vista when it is released. Be sure to check with your AT manufacturer before upgrading if you have concerns. For more information, see www.microsoft.com/enable/at/.
Accessibility Features in Windows Vista 

Feature

Brief Description  

Ease of Access Center 

Provides a centralized location where you can adjust accessibility settings and manage accessibility programs.  

Speech Recognition 

Enables you to interact with your computer using only your voice while maintaining, or even increasing, your productivity. 

Magnifier 

Magnifies part of the screen, making it easier to see enlarged items on screen. 
Narrator 

A text-to-speech program that reads aloud on-screen text and describes some events (such as error messages) that happen while you’re using the computer. 
On-Screen Keyboard

A visual, on-screen keyboard with all the standard keys that you can use instead of a physical keyboard. On-Screen Keyboard also lets you type using an alternative input device.
Keyboard shortcuts  

Use keyboard shortcuts as an alternative to the mouse. Keyboard shortcuts can be found in the menus of programs, or, if a letter is underlined on a menu, that usually means pressing the ALT key in combination with the underlined key has the same effect as clicking that menu item. 

Mouse keys

Instead of using the mouse, you can use the arrow keys on the numeric keypad to move the pointer. 

Sticky Keys 

Instead of having to press multiple keys at once (such as when you must press the Ctrl, Alt, and Delete keys simultaneously to log on to Windows), you can press one key at a time when Sticky Keys is turned on. 

Filter Keys 

Ignore keystrokes that occur in rapid succession and keystrokes that are held down for several seconds unintentionally.

Visual Notifications

Replace system sounds with visual cues, such as a flash on the screen, so system alerts are announced with visual notifications instead of sounds. 
Captions 

Turn on text captions for animations and video.
More Information  

Microsoft Accessibility Web Site         
www.microsoft.com/enable/

Accessibility Update Free E-Newsletter      

www.microsoft.com/enable/news/subscribe/
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