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ScanSoft Collaborates with Microsoft to Enable Professional Scanning and Document Conversion for the New Microsoft XPS Document Format

ScanSoft Scanning and OCR Technologies for Converting to XPS Document format Are Showcased by Microsoft at Professional Developers Conference
BURLINGTON, Mass., September 14, 2005 – ScanSoft, Inc. (Nasdaq: SSFT), a global leader of speech and imaging solutions, today announced that it has enabled complete, professional scanning, OCR and document conversion capabilities using the new Microsoft XPS Document format.  This collaboration with Microsoft will allow developers and customers to use the XPS Document format within a wide range of document automation applications, including Web and intranet search, document scanning and capture, content management, and digital document workflow solutions.

Microsoft XPS Document is a new file format that will facilitate securing, viewing, printing and archiving of fixed format paginated documents. ScanSoft, the world's leading supplier of scanning, optical character recognition and PDF conversion solutions, will integrate support for the XPS Document format into its range of developer tools and desktop applications, including OmniPage Capture SDK (software developer kit), OmniPage and PaperPort.
“ScanSoft provides a valuable service to the document ecosystem with the addition of support for XPS, Microsoft’s new fixed document format in Windows Vista,” said Madelyn Bryant-McIntire, Product Unit Manager of the Windows Digital Documents team at Microsoft Corp. “They have created a powerful set of file processing and conversion tools utilizing XPS that can be used in document workflows. Their use of XPS will allow documents to capture all of the resolution of the original source material while enabling more secure distribution. ScanSoft will be able to provide software developers, hardware partners and customers with end-to-end solutions to capture, process and manage XPS Documents.”  
Developer Tools

The OmniPage® Capture SDK has long been the standard for commercial developers to add sophisticated imaging, optical character recognition (OCR) and PDF capabilities to software applications, significantly speeding time-to-market while lowering development costs.  ScanSoft will integrate support for XPS Documents into a future version of the OmniPage Capture SDK, enabling developers to import and export XPS Documents, support XPS Document-enabled scanners, and convert to and from XPS and various formats, including PDF, TIF, JPG, GIF, as well as Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint and Corel WordPerfect.

Desktop Applications

OmniPage Professional® 15 is the most accurate and efficient way to convert, edit, archive and share paper and PDF documents, replacing the need to manually re-create paper and image-based documents and simplifying document workflow and archiving through an automated, electronic process.  

Organizations adopting the XPS Document format for document sharing and archive will need a solution that enables the conversion of documents from various formats into XPS Document, and the ability to convert image-only XPS Documents into searchable and text-based XPS Documents.  A future version of OmniPage will be enhanced to import/export XPS Documents, convert PDF to XPS and XPS to PDF, as well as provide highly accurate OCR conversion for XPS Documents.

PaperPort® Professional is one of the world’s most popular PC document management applications for Microsoft Windows.  By adding support for XPS Documents to PaperPort, ScanSoft enables local and network scanning and management of XPS Documents, and the ability to search and find all XPS Documents – both image only and searchable XPS Documents.  A future version of PaperPort will also enable scan to XPS Document format directly from a raw data stream for scanners that do not yet natively support XPS Document generation.

“ScanSoft has a long heritage in imaging and has for many years had the vision and the innovation to propel the industry forward,” said Robert Weideman, senior vice president, ScanSoft Productivity Applications Division.  “Our support of the Microsoft XPS Document format further underscores our position as the market leader in imaging, and shows our commitment to providing our customers and partners with the best technology available with support for the largest number of formats, to increase productivity.”
ScanSoft support for the XPS Document format will be available following the release of Microsoft Windows Vista (formerly code-named “Longhorn”).
About ScanSoft, Inc.

ScanSoft, Inc. (Nasdaq: SSFT) is a global leader of speech and imaging solutions that are used to automate a wide range of manual processes – saving time, increasing worker productivity and improving customer service.  For more information regarding ScanSoft products and technologies, please visit www.ScanSoft.com.

Trademark reference: ScanSoft, the ScanSoft logo, OmniPage, OmniPage Professional, and PaperPort are registered trademarks or trademarks of ScanSoft, Inc. in the United States and/or other countries. All other company or product names mentioned may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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The statements in this press release that relate to future plans, events or performance are forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties, including risks associated with market trends, competitive factors, and other risks identified in ScanSoft’s SEC filings. Actual results, events and performance may differ materially. Readers are cautioned not to put undue reliance on these forward-looking statements that speak only as of the date hereof.


