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Microsoft Dynamics™ AX 4.0 is an adaptable, global business management solution for growing midsize businesses that works like and with familiar Microsoft® software and helps organisations gain competitive advantage. Through the use of web services and other enhancements, Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 delivers a complete enterprise resource planning (ERP) package to automate and streamline processes across a company’s financials, customer relationships, business services, human resources and the supply chain. Manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers, business services and retail supply chain customers will especially benefit from the solution’s core platform.
Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 is a composite application that allows users to integrate processes and data across multiple systems. The solution offers a service-oriented architecture through its object-oriented, metadata-driven customisation model, allowing organisations to easily extend the application to fit unique business needs. The solution’s three-tier architecture model is designed to evolve with a company’s needs, and can easily and cost-effectively scale up or scale down, providing a flexible solution tailored to customer needs. 

New and Improved Features and Benefits

Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 includes a number of new and improved features and benefits:

· Application Integration Framework. Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 includes the Application Integration Framework (AIF), which lets organisations extend the solution by easily inserting business logic from other vendors’ applications with no dependencies created within the core solution. In addition, AIF acts as a web services toolbox by exposing all the application components and gives developers a head start by publishing an extensive set of web services for core business processes such as receiving and fulfilling orders.

· Additional supply chain and service management functionality. Microsoft Dynamics AX allows users to create a seamless path from initial trading partner compliance to a radio frequency identification (RFID)-enabled supply chain. Improved supply-chain management functionality allows users to facilitate inter-company trading and controls, enable subcontracting, provide better shop-floor control, and improve bill of materials calculations. New service management capabilities enable servicing of complex machines and equipment on a periodic or call-initiated basis. For many businesses, Microsoft Dynamics AX is a complete out-of-the-box business management solution.

· Roles-based functionality. Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 delivers on Microsoft Corp’s vision of providing next-generation business value to customers in the form of powerful roles-based activity and breaks new ground within the ERP market for familiar and flexible solutions tailored to an individual’s role within the organisation. With the look and feel of the Microsoft Office system, Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 gives users a head start with a consistent and familiar user experience. The solution allows users to take advantage of Microsoft Office Excel® to display and analyze information; integration with business analysis and reporting tools enables users to display reports and analytical results directly within Office Excel without having to copy and paste between applications. In addition, invoices, customer statements and other business documents can be sent directly by e-mail through Microsoft Office Outlook®.

· Enhanced enterprise portal. Adoption of Microsoft Windows® SharePoint® Services within the Microsoft Dynamics AX enterprise portal sets a new standard for out-of-the-box collaboration capabilities. By creating a single view across transactions, analysis, workflows and documents, Microsoft Dynamics AX enables employees to do their jobs easily, providing them with the power of roles-based activity. The business intelligence capabilities of the solution enable people to act on information and make decisions quickly and confidently.

· Deep vertical platform with new RFID functionality. For customers seeking deep vertical functionality beyond the core solution, Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 provides a platform on which partners can extend the solution with their own particular vertical expertise. A key component of this capability is new RFID functionality built into the platform, which will be available in conjunction with BizTalk® Server 2006 later in the year. With RFID, organisations will have greater visibility within their supply chain and will be able to better manage their supplier networks from end to end, from raw materials to point of sale. 

· Ability to better leverage existing investments. Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 integrates with and utilises functionality available with other Microsoft products, enabling users to make better use of their current investments. Contextual business intelligence functionality using Microsoft SQL Server™ 2005 Reporting Services allows business users to perform ad hoc reporting and data analysis. In addition, unlike most enterprise software applications, Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 will expose the entire data model within Microsoft SQL Server, giving users total control over and ability to customise the solution.

Availability 

Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 is available in North America and has been localised and launched in many countries in Europe, Middle East and Africa, and Asia-Pacific as of 1 Nov, 2006. More localisations will follow starting 1 Dec, 2006, and into 2007. Microsoft Dynamics AX 4.0 is distributed and implemented through the Microsoft Business Solutions group’s reselling partner channel. 
Pricing

Pricing information is available from qualified Microsoft Business Solutions partners.
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