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Hold on to your hat—and lunch—this
bad beauty moves. The R8 shares some
components with the Lamborghini
Murciélago and manages to harness
and control its powerful midmounted
V-8 thanks to a smorgasbord of engi-
neering feats: Quattro all-wheel drive,
pinpoint stability control, an alumi-
num and magnesium space frame, and
optional electromagnetic shocks that

respond to road conditions changing
faster than Lance Briggs' alibi. The
result is a car that can be comfortably
sped to Sbarro on Saturday night and
tossed around at the track on Sunday
morning. The six-speed manual tranny
offers a ballsy open gate with a small
learning curve, while Audi’s R tronic
automatic eliminates the clutch pedal
and gives drivers the option of an

aluminum shifter, wheel-mounted
paddles, or an automatic shift-by-wire.
Gauges are where they should be, and
the interior’s mix of brushed alumi-
num, leather, and carbon fiber make it
feel like a spaceship on wheels. The de-
fining design details, however, are the
aesthetic sideblades behind the doors.
Six figures to be able to say “sideblades’
all the time? What a bargain. (+]
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'BESTDESIGNDETAIL
MercedesBenz cLke3
AMG Black Fenders

These bold and beautiful flared
5 carbon-fiber fenders help keep
rain, sun, and the jealous tears

of fellow drivers from sullying
your supersticky 19-inch tires.

COOLEST POWER PLANT
TeslaRoadster's & & 31 b

Scads of ordinary laptop cells provide enough greased
O 1 lightning to propel the Tesla from 0-60 in four seconds

and have 250 miles' worth of staying power.
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BEST FLAIR
o DodgeViper's

The folks at Mopar added five
candy colors to the Viper's
option list, turning this 600 hp
“notice me” ride into a flaming
plea for help. The violent new
hues include Viper Violet and
Snakeskin Green. Scary!
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