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May 2002
 Event: Asian Pacific American Heritage Month


Overview: May is much more than the month of awakening gardens. It is also when Asian Pacific American Heritage Month is celebrated. Foods, language, music, dance, literature, traditions and beliefs are just some of the many aspects of Asian cultures that you can explore to make students aware of the enormous richness and variety in American society.

Introduction: According to the U.S. Census, Asians and Pacific Islanders are the fastest growing racial group in the country and account for more than 10 million people or about four percent of the population. A May celebration of Asians and Pacific Islanders was first introduced in Congress in 1977 and was signed as a joint resolution in 1978 by President Jimmy Carter. In 1990 President George H. W. Bush designated May as Asian Pacific American (APA) Heritage Month. Today it is celebrated with community festivals, government gatherings, and educational activities across the country. The official 2002 theme is “Unity in Freedom.” You’ll find more information at www.infoplease.com.



Start with a Story

1. Everyone loves a good story, and when you research Asian and Pacific Island cultures, you’ll find many wonderful tales, including numerous versions of the Cinderella story. 

· Try to obtain one or more of these books to read aloud to the class: The Brocaded Slipper by Lynette Dyer Vuong (from Vietnam); The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo (from Korea); Yeh-Shen by Ai-Ling Louie (from China). After reading one of these Cinderella tales, work with students to compare it to the traditional European version recounted by Charles Perrault. Help students understand that while certain elements of the story are similar, other things reflect the cultures from which the story comes. For example, students may find that hair styles, clothing, houses, gardens, magical creatures, the nature of the test, names of characters, and types of animals most likely will differ.

· Make a classroom collection of other children’s books that reflect Asian and Pacific Island cultures. Be sure to include poetry and folk tales. For an annotated list of excellent titles, go to www.nypl.org/branch/kids/asian/asian.html. 
· If there are children of Asian or Pacific Island cultures in your class, invite them to share stories of family traditions and experiences. Some students may have firsthand immigration stories to tell as well.

2. Work with students to compile lists of well-known Asian Americans. Consider listing the names under categories. Shown here is a starter list; you’ll want to encourage students to find additional names to include. Suggest that students each select one person to research and report on to the class.

Music

Sports
Government
Yo Yo Ma

Michael Chang
Daniel Inouye

Zubin Mehta

Tiger Woods
Patsy Mink

Seiji Osawa

Michelle Kwan
Norman Y. Mineta

Ravi Shankar

Kristi Yamaguchi
Elaine Chao

Art/Architecture
Writers
Fashion

Maya Lin

Allen Say
Vera Wang

Isamu Noguchi
Lawrence Yep
Anna Sui

I.M. Pei

Bette Bao Lord
Josie Natori



Ed Young



Taro Yashima

· Microsoft Office Tip: Use Microsoft Access to build a relationship between tables, such as a table of Asian American, including their name and country of origin, and a related table that records their most famous books, themes, or characters. For step-by-step directions, go to:

http://www.microsoft.com/education/?ID=Relationship
3. Include some of the following ideas in your regular classroom curriculum.

· A fascinating LANGUAGE ARTS activity might involve learning about the many words now used in English which have come from Asian languages. Use this starter list and encourage students to add to it. Have students take turns presenting the Word of the Day which might include definitions, demonstrations, pictures, and interesting histories.

batik


gung ho

futon

gong


tycoon


honcho

launch


typhoon

judo

orangutan

gingham

kamikaze

paddy


ketchup

kimono

rattan


wok


ninja

sarong


yen


      karate

boondocks

rickshaw

tsunami

· Microsoft Office Tip: Use Microsoft Excel’s special formatting features to design crossword puzzles that feature words now used in English which have come from Asian languages. For step-by-step directions on how to design a crossword puzzle in Excel, go to:

http://www.microsoft.com/education/?ID=Crossword
· Numerous SOCIAL STUDIES activities can be incorporated into your classroom studies. If you are studying immigration, have students focus on Angel Island. Students can refer to reference books, magazines such as National Geographic World, Faces, Appleseeds, or Cobblestone, or go to the Angel Island Web site.

· You might also investigate customs or holidays such as Chinese New Year, Children’s Day in Japan, or the Hindu festival of Diwali. If there are students in your class or school who celebrate these festivals, be sure to invite them to share their experiences.

· Don’t forget to review map skills by having students locate the nations of Asia and the Pacific Islands on a globe or world map. Place flags on the countries from which students in your class or their families have come.

· For ART lessons, you might introduce some simple origami. Explain that this art form means “folded paper” in Japanese and has about 100 traditional figures representing natural forms.

· Other art activities related to Asian cultures that students might try include designing batik-style fabrics (with adult supervision), making paper bag kites, or creating puppets. If you plan to try any of these projects, be sure to have finished products available to discuss beforehand.

· For an engaging MATH lesson using geometric shapes, share with students the book, Grandfather Tang’s Story by Ann Tompert. This tale which is told with tangrams will challenge students to create different shapes from tangram pieces. Explain to students that a tangram is an ancient Chinese puzzle. It begins with a square that is cut into seven standard pieces, each called a tan. In a tangram picture, all the pieces must be used. Although the tans must touch, they may not overlap. 

4. As a culmination of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, you might finish with a feast. Point out to students that many foods that they eat come originally from the countries of Asia. Give as examples tea, tofu, sushi, curried dishes, and rice. For your classroom feast, you might enlist parents to help plan an appropriate menu and to prepare the different dishes. If possible, have students work together to make at least one item on the menu.

· Microsoft Office Tip: Design an Asian American WebQuest in Microsoft PowerPoint. Be sure to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the information gathered from the Web. For more information about WebQuests, go to: 

http://www.microsoft.com/education/?ID=DesignWebQuest
5. To recognize students’ learning and participation in Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, download and present the Salute to Asian American Heritage certificate to the class.

Thank you for using the Microsoft Education Web site.

Please see the Terms of Use for this material at the following internet address:

http://www.microsoft.com/info/copyright.htm
Teacher Tip


Be sure to download and display the Salute to Asian American Heritage certificate as you launch your observation of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.
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Teacher Tip


Remind students that one of the 50 states, Hawaii, is in the Pacific region. Explain that many residents of Hawaii have Asian or Pacific Island backgrounds.





Teacher Tip


Before May begins, you might send home a letter to parents explaining your plans for APA Heritage Month and asking 


for their possible participation. Encourage Asian parents �to come in and give demonstrations, tell stories, or share �art and other items from their culture.





Teacher Tip


Explain to students that some Asian Americans are of mixed parentage; in other words, one parent may have an Asian background while the other is from a different culture.








