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Month: November 2000

National American Indian Heritage Month

Overview: During November you can expand your students’ appreciation of our nation’s history by observing National American Indian Heritage Month. Try the suggestions in this guide to help students focus on the many ways American Indians have enriched the story of the United States. Acknowledge students’ efforts by presenting them with the American Indian Heritage certificate..



Introduction: Since 1995, the President has issued a yearly proclamation designating the month of November as National American Indian Heritage Month. In explaining the purpose of this designation in 1999, President Clinton said, “Ours is a nation inextricably linked to the histories of the many peoples who first inhabited this great land. Everywhere around us are reminders of the legacy of America’s first inhabitants. Their history speaks to us through the names of our cities, lakes, and rivers; the food on our tables; the magnificent ruins of ancient communities; and most important, the lives of the people who retain the cultural, spiritual, linguistic, and kinship bonds that have existed for millennia.”

Highlighting a Heritage

1 Before introducing the topic, you might want to collect materials and gather information for    students to use. 

·  Begin with your school or local library; there are many excellent books for children on Americans Indians to choose from. Set up a table or shelf in your classroom for a book display.

· Contact your local historical society for the names of Indian groups in your area. 
If possible, plan a class visit to a nearby reservation, landmark, museum, or archeological site.

· Call or write to local Native American councils for historic and contemporary information and bibliographies. 

· Don’t overlook other sources such as films, tapes, videos, and musical recordings.

· Explain to students that as a way of observing the month, they will be learning about the American Indian heritage of the United States. Point out that American Indians are also known as Native Americans and that these terms describe a wide variety of people and cultures and cover many thousands of years of history. 

· On a large easel pad, create a K-W-L Chart with three columns. In the first column write the heading “What We KNOW,” in the second column write “What We WANT To Know,” and in the third column write “What We LEARN.” 

· Work with students to fill in the first two columns of the chart at this time. Point out that students might want to make revisions as they learn about American Indians.

·  Keep the chart displayed and work with students to fill in the third column when their studies are completed.

2 Explain that oral storytelling was an important cultural tradition of most American Indian groups. Then as a LITERATURE lesson, introduce students to some of the wonderful poems and legends that reflect American Indian traditions. You might want to point out that most Native American stories are either culture hero tales or trickster tales. If possible, find an example of each to read with the class. Coyote (Southwest), Raven (Northwest), and Rabbit (Southeast) are all trickster characters, while two culture heroes are Sweet Medicine (Great Plains) and Glooskap (Northeast Woodlands).

3 Write the following quotation by Chief Seattle of the Duwamish tribe on the chalk board. Ask students: Is “the greatness of tribes now forgotten?” Why or why not?

“There was a time when our people covered the whole land

           as the waves of the wind-ruffled sea cover its shell-paved floor.

But that time has long since passed away

                with the greatness of tribes now forgotten.”

4 Choose one or more of these areas to explore with students, or encourage them to select their own area of study.

·    For a SCIENCE activity, students might explore how Native Americans viewed their natural environment and the interrelatedness of everything in it. Students will be interested to learn that most Native American groups were extremely respectful of the land they inhabited and saw themselves as beneficiaries of the earth and as keepers of the earth. Have students focus on one natural element such as an animal, a plant, a body of water, the sun, or the wind that was important to a particular group. For example, the buffalo was critical to the people of the plains. Students might learn how this animal provided tools, clothing, food, shelter, weapons, and even fuel for the plains people. Students should also find out how the plains people felt about the buffalo and how these feelings were reflected in ceremonies, stories, and other ways.

·    As an ART activity, students might set up a display of American Indian artifacts such as baskets, blankets, clothing, jewelry, toys, pottery, carvings, and other items that they bring from home. Have students create informative labels for each item. (If real items aren’t available, students might use photographs from magazines, or they might make drawings of things that they find in books.) 


·    Students may be surprised to learn that many words they use in English originally came from American Indian languages. Write these examples on the chalkboard: raccoon, squash, toboggan. Then as a LANGUAGE ARTS activity, have students see how many more animal names, food names, and names for other things come from Native American words. 

·    Display a copy of a United States map. Have students list the 50 states on a separate piece of paper. Then as a SOCIAL STUDIES assignment, challenge students to find out which state names come from Native American words and what each one means. Students might also create their Name Game. For example, the name of this state is thought to come from an Iroquois word meaning either great or beautiful river. Name the state.

·    Have students create a Native American database using Microsoft Excel. Divide the class into groups to research each of the six different Native American groups within the continental United States. These groups are called “Culture Areas” and consist of more than 300 different Native American tribes. Make a list of the information that needs to be collected for each group, such as traditions, religion, housing, etc. Input this information into the database. Have students filter the data to compare and contrast similarities and differences among the Culture Areas.

5 Hold a class celebration at which you serve Native American foods such as dishes made from corn, beans, squash, avocados, pineapples, chocolate, tomatoes, peppers, or potatoes. Even a simple snack such as popcorn would be appropriate. Students might want to research and share information about traditional festivals such as the powwow or potlatch at which feasts are important. 


6 During or at the conclusion of your observance of National American Indian Heritage Month, present the Greatness of Tribes certificate to the class. Just download the certificate and fill in your name and the grade of the students. 
Thank you for using the Microsoft Education Web site.
Please see the Terms of Use for this material at the following internet address:
http://www.microsoft.com/info/cpyright.htm
http://www.microsoft.com/education/
Teacher Tip


In preparation for your National American Indian Heritage Month activities, download and display a copy of the Greatness of Tribes certificate with the 1855 quotation from Chief Seattle of the Duwamish tribe.








Teacher’s Guide





  What	       	     What	           What


    We	             We WANT		We


KNOW	  To Know	        LEARN














