
Microsoft Office 2003 Editions with Multilingual User Interface (MUI) Pack Limitations Compared with Localized Versions of Office 2003 Editions 

Choosing the solution that best meets your needs

Abstract

This document provides an overview of the key limitations in Microsoft Office 2003 Editions with Multilingual User Interface (MUI) Pack and localized versions of Office 2003 Editions. The information can help you determine which option is the best way for your organization to support multiple languages. 
October 2003

The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because Microsoft must respond to changing market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication.

This document is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT.

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user. Without limiting the rights under copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or for any purpose, without the express written permission of Microsoft Corporation. 

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights covering subject matter in this document. Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property.

© 2003 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Microsoft, FrontPage, Outlook, Sharepoint, and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

Limitations of Plug-In Language Capability by Component

Most Microsoft Office features can change the language of their user interface by using files from the Microsoft Office 2003 Editions Multilingual User Interface Packs (MUI Packs).  MUI Packs use exactly the same components as localized Office products - files found in the MUI match those found in the localized product.

Very occasionally there is a difference in the behavior of applications - whether the localized files are displayed, or the base install language files are displayed.  Components which may not have full functionality in all language scenarios are listed below.

Applications that are fully based on Unicode (Microsoft Office Access 2003, Microsoft Office Excel 2003, Microsoft Office PowerPoint® 2003, Microsoft Office Publisher 2003, and Microsoft Office Word 2003) can present the user interface in any language that the operating system can support. (You may need to install additional operating system files). 

Other applications, such as Microsoft Office FrontPage® 2003, are only partially based on Unicode and can mainly present the user interface only in languages that are supported by the operating system's code page.

Some Unicode-based features use components that are based on ANSI. In this case, the user interface language of the component must be supported by the operating system's code page.

Therefore, if you change the user interface language of Office 2003 Editions to a language that is not supported by your operating system's code page, Access 2003, Excel 2003, Microsoft Office InfoPath™ 2003, Microsoft Office Outlook® 2003, PowerPoint 2003, Publisher 2003, Microsoft Office OneNote 2003, and Word 2003 will run in the new language, but FrontPage 2003 may still run in English.

Note  For products that are localized in Western European and Asian languages, Arabic, Czech, Polish, and Russian, most components are localized in the target language. For products that are localized in other languages, especially Central and Eastern European languages, fewer components are localized. For example, in the Croatian version of Office 2003 Editions, Word 2003 and Excel 2003 are localized, but the rest of Office 2003 Editions runs in English.


Component Limitations and MUI Differences




Some of these issues are present in both MUIs and localized SKUs; some will only be present in an MUI environment.  Situations where a user may experience non-localized strings in MUIs are limited to features like wizards, shortcuts, and templates. The last column of the table below outlines whether the issue is only present in an MUI environment or if it is relevant to all users of localized Office products.
	Feature
	Component
	Limitations
	Comments
	MUI notes

	Access 2003
	Calendar control 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Access.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Access 2003
	Database Wizard
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Access.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Access 2003
	Samples 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Access, except Northwind.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Access 2003
	Snapshot Viewer
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Access.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Excel 2003
	Add-ins 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Excel.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Excel 2003
	Microsoft Query
	Chinese (Traditional) user interface available on Chinese (Traditional) system locale only.
	 
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Excel 2003
	Samples 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Excel.
	MUI uses language of full Office install.

	Excel 2003
	Templates
	Cannot change user interface language
	Localized version available in localized Excel.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	FrontPage 2003
	FrontPage
	User interface language must be supported by operating system code page. 
	Otherwise, uses operating system language, or English. 
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	Graphics Filters
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Office.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Office 2003
	Help: Non-HTML
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Help in some components is based on the Windows Help compiler rather than the HTML Help control.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Office 2003
	Help: QuickTips
	Help content language must be supported by operating system code page.
	For all operating systems, including Microsoft Windows® 2000.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	MSXML
	Not available in all languages of Office
	Some Office installs may see error message descriptions in a language different from the Office user interface.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	Setup
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Office.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Office 2003
	Shortcuts (for example, Start menu, Programs menu) 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Office.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Office 2003
	SOAP
	Not available in all languages of Office
	Some Office installs may see error message descriptions in a language different from the Office User Interface
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	Text converters,  except for the Word 97 binary export converter (Wrd6ex32.cnv) 
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Office.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.

	Office 2003
	Visual Basic and VBScript editors
	User interface language must be supported by operating system code page.
	 
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	Visual Basic and VBScript editors: Help
	Help content language must match language of the user interface of the editor.
	 
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Office 2003
	Web Discussions
	User interface language depends on version of Internet Explorer.
	In Microsoft Internet Explorer 5, Web Discussions uses the Internet Explorer user interface language. In Internet Explorer 4.0, Web Discussions uses the operating system language.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Outlook 2003
	Contacts: Yomi fields (Japanese)
	User must be running Japanese system locale to use Yomi (pronunciation) data.
	Any language of Office will show the Yomi data when the Windows system locale is set to Japanese.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Outlook 2003
	ECS (Exchange Client Extensions files)
	Cannot change user interface language.
	Localized version available in localized Office.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Outlook 2003
	Non-message data
	Data content must be supported by operating system code page, when running in ANSI mode (for example, Microsoft Exchange 5.5 or earlier).
	Affects data in Contacts, Tasks, To, From, Subject lines, etc. When running in Unicode mode (i.e. Microsoft Exchange 2000 or higher) this message data will change with the user interface language.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	PowerPoint 2003
	AutoContent Wizard
	User interface language must be supported by operating system code page.
	If the user interface language isn't supported by the operating system code page, unintelligible text is displayed in a small portion of the user interface which comes from the registry.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	 2003
	Document routing
	User interface language must be supported by operating system code page.
	If the user interface language isn't supported by the operating system code page, the user interface entry point for this feature is disabled.
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Publisher 2003
	Font Schemes
	Font schemes follow UI language, and are applied based on UI language.
	 
	MUI is the same as the full product.

	Word 2003
	Grammar checkers
	Cannot change user interface language, except for user interface of English grammar checker.
	English grammar checker user interface is available in German, Japanese, Korean, Chinese (Simplified), and Chinese (Traditional). 
	MUI uses language of the full Office install

	Word 2003
	Style checkers
	Cannot change user interface language, except for user interface of the East Asian language style checkers.
	East Asian language style checkers' user interface is available in English.
	MUI uses language of the full Office install.


