Digita Payroll Service uses Microsoft Office System to help small business claim tax rebate

London - UK – 21st October 2003.  Financial software developer Digita has created a new Web Services-based tool for UK businesses designed to help businesses save time when filing Inland Revenue end-of-year payroll returns and claim the e-filing incentives offered by the Inland Revenue. 

The Digita payroll service is aimed at small business owners, managers in finance and HR, accountants, book keepers, agents and intermediaries such as payroll bureau who prepare PAYE returns. It uses familiar Microsoft Office System applications including Excel to record and process tax information and enables employers to file end-of-year P14 and P35 PAYE returns.

“This simple but effective solution by Digita highlights the benefits that Microsoft Office System and Web Services technology can offer commercial organisations and, in this case, 1.5  million British small businesses,” said Neil Laver, Group Product Marketing Manager at Microsoft UK. “Any employer who needs to file end of year payroll returns to the Inland Revenue can save precious time with this solution.” 

Barry Glassberg, Director of E-Services at the Inland Revenue, says: “The Inland Revenue has worked closely with payroll companies for many years. We were delighted when Microsoft and Digita decided to develop a solution to encourage greater numbers of employers to submit their end-of-year returns online.” 

The Excel 2003 workbook component provides payroll record-keeping facilities based on the Employer’s Deductions Working Sheet (P11). It records information weekly as well as showing monthly pay and deductions relating to both employer and employee. This gives payroll staff the information to produce the P14, P35 and P60 end-of-year forms. It’s a big benefit, particularly for smaller businesses. By entering weekly and monthly pay details, users can use this information to print off payslips and generate other mandatory forms.

The second component of the system is provided by InfoPath 2003. If users do not require record-keeping facilities, they can use forms based on this new program in the Microsoft Office System. By using InfoPath 2003 forms, intermediaries such as payroll agents can enter financial details into electronic facsimiles of official Inland Revenue end-of-year forms to file returns via the Internet.

By using the Digita payroll service, developed to work with the Microsoft Office System, employers with up to 50 employees can avoid the stiff penalties levied by the government and receive up to £825 (tax-free!) as a reward for early adoption. 

The compulsory filing date varies with the size of the company. Firms with fewer than 50 employees have to file returns electronically by May 2010. There is a penalty of up to £3,000 per annum per PAYE scheme in addition to the existing late filing penalty. 
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About Digita
Digita is a financial services technology company. Founded in 1986, our team of more than sixty tax and software specialists serves a professional client base that includes over 3,000 accountants. Digita also provides consultancy and Internet services to the Inland Revenue, Microsoft, and other leading corporations. For more information about Digita professional solutions for tax, accounts and compliance visit www.digita.com/pro <http://www.digita.com>.
For further press information about this release, please contact:

Jeremy Rihll
Tel 01395 270 273

Fax 01395 268 893

Email jerryr@digita.com
About Microsoft 

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq "MSFT") is the worldwide leader in software, services and Internet technologies for personal and business computing. The company offers a wide range of products and services designed to empower people through great software -- any time, any place and on any device.
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For Further Information: 

Journalists and Analysts should contact The Microsoft Press Centre. 
Tel: 0870 20 77377 or Email: ukprteam@microsoft.com. 
Lines are open 9.00am - 6.00pm Monday to Friday. 
Customer enquiries should be directed to Microsoft on 0845 700 2000. Opening hours are 8am - 6pm. Note to editors: If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft, please visit the Microsoft home page at http://www.microsoft.com/uk/

































