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Microsoft Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000

Fact Sheet

What:
Microsoft Corp.’s new Natural® Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 debuts a revolutionary new ergonomic keyboard design, the latest breakthrough innovation in Microsoft’s No. 1 best-selling line of ergonomic keyboards.1 Featuring a new “gull wing” design with a 14-degree gable, this is the most comfortable ergonomic keyboard from Microsoft. Equipped with convenient and time-saving features including a Zoom Slider and My Favorites Keys, this wired keyboard boasts the ultimate in comfort and productivity.

Format:
Microsoft® Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 operates on PC and Macintosh platforms and connects directly to a standard Universal Serial Bus (USB) port. IntelliType Pro keyboard software is necessary for full functionality of the Zoom Slider and My Favorites Keys and enhanced function keys.

Product 

Description:
Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 features a breakthrough design based on Microsoft’s Natural keyboards, which have been found to significantly reduce carpal tunnel symptoms.2 This keyboard features a proprietary “gull wing” design with a 14-degree gable, 12-degree split, natural arc and a curved key bed that brings the keys closer to the user’s fingers, reducing reach and unnecessary motion while encouraging a more natural typing position. The keyboard also has an optional palm rest for a 7-degree reverse slope, which in a usability study was found to encourage better arm and wrist alignment.3
Features 

and Benefits: 
●
New! The advanced ergonomic keyboard design of new Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 delivers the ultimate in comfortable computing. The proprietary “gull wing” design brings the keys closer to the user’s fingers, reducing reach and unnecessary motion while encouraging a more natural position. The keyboard has an optional palm rest for a 7-degree reverse slope, which in a usability study was found to encourage better arm and wrist alignment.3 It also features a cushioned wrist rest that is 7 millimeters taller than the keyboard, which places wrists in a less awkward alignment.

· New! Easy-to-access forward and back buttons are located at the bottom center of the keyboard for more convenient PC navigation.
· Zoom Slider features effortless control of digital photos and documents with just the touch of a finger, delivering true compatibility between hardware and software. Simply push the slider, located in the middle of the keyboard, to zoom in and out when navigating large documents or images. It’s the perfect companion for digital camera owners, because 80 percent of them store or access their images on the computer.4 
· My Favorites Keys deliver one-touch access to your most-used Web sites, files and folders. Simply push and hold the key to assign it to the current destination, just as you would with a car stereo’s preset buttons. The key assignments also move with the individual user settings. In addition, you can simply push the Show Favorites Key to reveal the current assignment of each of the five My Favorites Keys.
· Enhanced F Keys make it easy to complete common tasks with one touch. Keys are conveniently grouped according to usage patterns, such as New, Open and Close. You also can set traditional F Key functions with the F Key lock.
· Customizable Hot Keys, including Mail, Web/Home and Search allow you to quickly launch these programs with the touch of a button.

System 

Requirements:
To use Microsoft Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000, users should install IntelliType Pro keyboard software for full functionality of Zoom Slider and My Favorites Keys and enhanced function keys. Users also need the following:

For a Windows-based PC:

· Microsoft Windows® 2000 Professional or Windows XP Professional, Home Edition, Media Center Edition or Tablet PC Edition 

· Pentium 233 MHz or higher processor

· 128 MB of RAM

· 60 MB of available hard disk space

· CD-ROM drive

· An available PS/2 keyboard port or USB port on the PC

For Macintosh:

· One of the following operating systems: Mac OS 10.2 to 10.3.X 
(OS X 10.0 to 10.1 not supported)

· 30 MB of available hard disk space

· CD-ROM drive

· USB port
Additional system requirements:

· Internet Hot Keys are supported for use with the following:
· Windows-based PC: Microsoft Internet Explorer version 5.0 or later; MSN® Explorer versions 7.0 or 8.0; Netscape Navigator versions 6.1, 6.2 or 7.0; AOL versions 7.0, 8.0 or 9.0

· Macintosh: Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.2.3 or later, Netscape Navigator version 7.0, Mozilla Firefox 1.0, Opera 7, Apple Safari 1.2
· Multimedia Hot Keys are supported for use with the following:

· Windows-based PC: Versions of Microsoft CD Player, Microsoft Deluxe CD, Microsoft Windows Media® Player, and certain versions of other popular media players and browsers

· Macintosh: iTunes

Availability 

and Pricing:
Microsoft Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 is scheduled to be widely available by September 2005 for an estimated retail price of $64.95 (U.S.).5 Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 is backed by a three-year limited hardware warranty from Microsoft in the United States and Canada.

#########

1 The NPD Group/NPD Techworld, January 2001–December 2004

2 HCI 2003, “The effect of alternative keyboards on musculoskeletal symptoms and disorders“
3 P. Johnson, Ph.D., University of Washington, “ErgoMax ergonomic study” (13 subjects), 2004
4 The NPD Group Inc., July 22, 2003
5 Actual retail price may vary.

Microsoft, Natural, Windows, MSN and Windows Media are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries. 

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

For more information, press only:

Julie Smith, Edelman, (206) 223-1606, julie.smith@edelman.com
Liz DeBord, Edelman, (206) 223-1606, liz.debord@edelman.com
For online product information:

Visit the Microsoft Hardware Web site at http://microsoft.com/hardware.

For product images:
Visit http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/images/gallery/hardware.asp.

For a look at Microsoft Hardware’s past two decades of innovation:
Visit http://www.microsoft.com/hardware/mouse/timeline.asp.
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