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Introduction of Workgroup Edition Client Access Licenses
April 2005
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This licensing brief is intended to clarify the Microsoft® Client Access License (CAL) structure in light of the introduction of Workgroup Edition CALs with the launch of Microsoft SQL Server™ 2000 Workgroup Edition in April 2005.

Microsoft is introducing the SQL Server Workgroup Edition to meet the needs of customers for a lower-priced database offering. Microsoft is also introducing a new SQL Server Workgroup Edition CAL at a price lower than a regular SQL Server CAL.
Background
Certain Microsoft server software—such as Windows Server™, SQL Server, Exchange Server, SharePoint® Portal Server, Project Server, and Live Communications Server—is licensed on a Server+CAL basis. Under this model, a customer must purchase a server license for the computer on which the software is installed plus a CAL for either each device or each user that accesses the server software.
 

In general, the CAL for a specific product is not edition specific; the CAL allows the licensed device or user to access any edition of the server software.
 For example, a SQL Server 2000 CAL cannot be used to license a device or user to access another version of SQL Server
, but it can be used to access either SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition or SQL Server 2000 Enterprise Edition.
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	On the left:

· Server 1 and Server 3 have been assigned SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition Licenses.

· Server 2 has been assigned a SQL Server 2000 Enterprise Edition License.

· Each user and device (A, B, C, or D) has been assigned its own SQL Server 2000 CAL.

Each licensed user or device (A, B, C, or D) may access either SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition (1 and 3) or SQL Server Enterprise Edition (2).


Introducing Workgroup Edition CALs
Starting with the launch of SQL Server 2000 Workgroup Edition in April 2005, Workgroup Edition CALs will be edition specific. Unlike the traditional CAL structure, Workgroup Edition CALs allow a licensed device or user to access only servers licensed with Workgroup Edition software. For example, a SQL Server 2000 Workgroup Edition CAL cannot be used to license a device or user to access servers licensed with SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition or SQL Server 2000 Enterprise Edition. However, regular SQL Server CALs will continue to allow licensed devices or users to access servers with any edition of the software.
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	On the left:

· Server 1 has been assigned a SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition License.

· Server 2 has been assigned a SQL Server 2000 Enterprise Edition License.

· Server 3 and Server 4 have been assigned SQL Server 2000 Workgroup Edition Licenses.

· User A and Device B each have been assigned a SQL Server 2000 CAL.

· Device C and User D each have been assigned a SQL Server 2000 Workgroup Edition CAL.

Device C and User D can access only SQL Server 2000 Workgroup Edition (3 and 4). They cannot access SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition or SQL Server 2000 Enterprise Edition (1 and 2)

User A and Device B may access SQL Server 2000 Standard Edition (1) or SQL Server Enterprise Edition (2) or SQL Server Workgroup Edition (3 and 4).


Please note that the examples used in this document are for illustrative purposes only. See the Microsoft Product Use Rights document at www.microsoft.com/licensing to determine the specific use rights for each software product.















































































� Customers can choose between device CALs and user CALs.


� Note that CALs attached to Windows Server in “per server” mode are server specific.


�3Note that downgrade rights may allow you to use newer version CALs to access prior versions of products. Please consult the Product Use Rights document for more information – � HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/licensing/userights" ��www.microsoft.com/licensing/userights�  


� This example can be applied to other products licensed under the Server/ CAL model – including Microsoft Windows Server, Microsoft Exchange, Microsoft Share Point Portal Server, Microsoft Project, and Microsoft Office Live Communications Server.





© 2005 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 
This document is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IN THIS SUMMARY. 
Microsoft, SharePoint, and Windows Server are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.
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