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Microsoft Software Assurance Overview

Software Assurance Gives You a Business Edge

Businesses rely on Microsoft software to help achieve objectives, solve business problems, and gain an edge in today’s competitive environment. As software continues to evolve and improve, businesses and IT professionals would like tools and assistance to facilitate deployment and maximize operational efficiency. With Microsoft® Software Assurance, you can acquire tomorrow’s technology at today’s prices, and access training and deployment resources that enable employees to work more efficiently than ever.

In listening to our customers and understanding how technology is used, Microsoft strives to develop software that meets your organization’s ever-changing needs. An important part of maintaining a business edge is the ability to keep software and technological assets current in the most cost-effective manner possible. This is why the Volume Licensing programs available from Microsoft, in conjunction with Software Assurance, are powerful resources to help your organization maintain a competitive advantage. 

Software Assurance gives your business the edge to:

· Succeed in the competitive business world by taking advantage of the latest technology and the ability to spread payments annually.

· Respond to your customers’ demands for real-time business solutions using the latest Microsoft software.

· Capture new business opportunities quickly and effectively by greatly streamlining the procurement process.

Software Assurance can help you realize more value from your software with several key benefits that can save time and money and help your business realize its fullest potential.  

Facilitates Deployment 

Tools included with Software Assurance make it easier for IT professionals to deploy new product versions, updates, and other content to all desktops and servers, at their own pace. As a result, you save time and resources, and ensure that all employees are working in the same software environment.

Offers Access to Latest Software

Software Assurance gives you the rights to run new versions of licensed software as they become available during the term of your agreement. You can reduce the costs associated with acquiring new version releases and avoid lengthy purchasing cycles, while still reaping the benefits of technology that helps you stay competitive. 

Enables Easier Budgeting 

For companies that want greater flexibility in managing technology expenditures, Software Assurance lets you spread payments annually, instead of incurring one upfront payment. This lets you reduce initial costs and forecast annual software budget requirements up to three years in advance. 

Enhances Productivity Through Training and Support

Software Assurance not only provides your employees with the latest software, it also offers eLearning and instructor-led training so they can quickly take advantage of the most innovative technology and work more efficiently. IT professionals also have convenient access to support resources to stay up to date on the latest technical information, find answers to their questions, and get problem resolution support to help keep business systems running. 

Extends the Workplace to the Home Office

Software Assurance provides a simple way to help increase employee productivity and maximize the value of your Microsoft Office investment by enabling employees to work at home. Through the Home Use Program, your employees can get a licensed copy of select Microsoft Office desktop programs for which they are licensed at work to install and use on a home computer.
Learn More About Software Assurance

We invite you to further explore how Software Assurance can benefit your organization. Please contact your Microsoft account manager or channel partner, or visit www.microsoft.com/licensing to find:

· Features and benefits of Software Assurance offerings

· Frequently Asked Questions about Software Assurance and its components

· A complete Customer Guide that covers details of Software Assurance

To Take Advantage of Software Assurance
You can order Software Assurance through any of Microsoft’s Volume Licensing programs. To determine which program best meets the needs of your organization, visit www.microsoft.com/licensing or call (800) 426-9400 in the United States, or (877) 568-2495 in Canada.
©2005. Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

This document is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IN THIS SUMMARY.

Microsoft is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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