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LIFEWARE: MEDIA CENTER EDITION DEMONSTRATES SHARED VISION WITH MICROSOFT 

OF DIGITAL LIVING 
Home control software seamlessly integrated into Media Center PCs to automate NextGen home at CES

WESTERVILLE, Ohio January 5, 2005 –  Experiencing a comprehensive digital lifestyle is one step closer thanks to the shared vision of digital living by companies like Exceptional Innovation and Microsoft.

Exceptional Innovation’s Lifeware: Media Center Edition software is seamlessly integrated into Microsoft Media Center Edition 2005-based PCs to control lighting, security, climate, audio and surveillance systems in the NextGen house built on the grounds of the 2005 Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. 

“We’re talking about software that goes beyond just controlling the devices in your home,” said Seale Moorer, founding partner of Exceptional Innovation. “This is a system that allows you to truly refine your lifestyle. That’s what convergence is really all about – bringing digital entertainment and device control together in a way that allows you to live a more meaningful, well-considered life.”

Intelligent interaction between a user and their home is a hallmark of the emerging digital lifestyle. Lifeware: Media Center Edition users transition seamlessly from enjoying digital entertainment on their Media Center PCs to dimming their lights or shades, checking their security, or adjusting the temperature – all with the same remote control interface. It is a vision that Exceptional Innovation does not hold alone.

“Exceptional Innovation has  been on the forefront of innovation when it comes to understanding and seizing home control opportunities presented by Windows XP Media Center Edition 2005,” said Bill Mannion, Director of Windows XP Consumer Marketing at Microsoft Corp. “Having talented, experienced companies like this one further the vision is a tremendous benefit for consumers.”

Moorer noted that Lifeware: Media Center Edition is an entirely new product, rather than repurposed legacy home control software.

“We wanted to avoid taking an existing product and trying to hardwire it into Media Center,” Moorer said, adding that Exceptional Innovation benefited from its extensive Microsoft development experience delivering robust, enterprise-ready point of sale solutions to large retailers worldwide. The result is the optimal combination of elegance and power coming together to provide the key to digital living: systems integration and implementation with swiftness, simplicity and grace.

Lifeware: Media Center Edition is designed to be hardware-neutral by leveraging existing and emerging standards and technologies in an open architecture to provide unprecedented flexibility to home automation dealers and customers. In the NextGen home, Lifeware: Media Center Edition will control systems from companies such as Lutron, AprilAire, Axis, General Electric and Netstreams. 
Lifeware: Media Center Edition is expected to be available to the public in Q2, 2005.

###
About Exceptional Innovation

Based in Westerville, Ohio, Exceptional Innovation is led by software industry professionals with extensive experience with distributed computing based on open standards and open architecture. Exceptional Innovation combines Microsoft development expertise with years of home automation experience to deliver simple, seamless, life-enhancing solutions for the digital home.
The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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