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For Immediate Release

ALPINE ELECTRONICS PROVIDES CONNECTIVITY SOLUTION 

FOR IN-VEHICLE USE OF USB DIGITAL AUDIO PLAYERS

New Adapter Enables Playback of Subscription and Download Content from 

PlaysForSure Music Services - Gives Consumers New Options for In-Vehicle Digital Music

TORRANCE, Calif., Jan. 5, 2006 – As the desire for use of digital music at home, in the car, and everywhere in between continues to grow, Alpine Electronics of America, Inc. remains at the forefront of making it possible on the road.  The manufacturer of high-performance mobile electronics today unveiled its new KCA-620M adapter, which allows many USB-based digital audio portable music players to be seamlessly connected and controlled from its Ai-NET head units.  The adapter can handle subscription and download music purchased from PlaysForSure online stores or ripped from consumer’s personal CD collections. 

“We are working with Microsoft Corp. to give consumers more connection flexibility and better options for bringing their digital audio players into the car,” said Stephen Witt, vice president, Marketing, Alpine Electronics.  “With the KCA-620M, Alpine is expanding the connectivity solution for the growing digital ecosystem.” 

The KCA-620M is a hide-away box that utilizes a standard USB connector to connect to any digital audio player or mass-storage devices such as thumb drives and portable hard drives that use USB.  This unit enables playback of subscription and download music purchased from the growing variety of PlaysForSure music services online.    

The KCA-620M provides basic playback of MP3 and WMA files through the Alpine head unit, displays song tag information on the head unit’s screen, and charges the portable device while the user drives and listens.  An advanced Quick Search function – which allows for search by playlist, artist, album or genre – is accessible when the music is purchased from a PlaysForSure online store and played on a supported digital audio player.
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”We are continually looking for ways to extend the reach and benefit of the PlaysForSure program,” said Kevin Unangst, director of Windows Digital Media at Microsoft.  “With Alpine, music fans get to take their PlaysForSure content on the road, giving consumers the freedom and mobility they desire.”

The KCA-620M is compatible with all of Alpine’s 2004 and newer Ai-NET CD/DVD head units, AV head units and the new Vehicle Hub Pro OEM factory integration system.  

Pricing and availability

The KCA-620M and compatible 2006 head units are available at authorized Alpine Electronics dealers.

KCA-620M USB MP3 interface adapter ($160 SRI, available April)
DVA-9965 DVD/CD/MP3/WMA tuner ($1,600 SRI, available Now)
DVA-9861 DVD/CD/MP3/WMA receiver ($ 650, available April)

CDA-9857 CD/MP3/WMA receiver ($400 SRI, available March)

CDA-9856 CD/MP3/WMA receiver ($230 SRI, available January)

IVA-W200 2-DIN DVD/CD/MP3/WMA AV head unit ($1,100 SRI, available April)

IVA-D100 1-DIN DVD/CD/MP3/WMA AV head unit ($1,200 SRI, available Spring)

VPA-B222 Vehicle Hub Pro factory integration system ($500 SRI, available April)

About Alpine Electronics

Alpine Electronics is an automotive electronics system supplier and an ISO certified global corporation.  Alpine specializes in engineering and manufacturing products for mobile media systems that include audio, video, satellite-linked navigation and connectivity solutions.  With research and development facilities in Asia, Europe and the U.S., Alpine is the automotive specialist for premium sound systems and vehicle navigation for both aftermarket and OEM factory installations.  Alpine Electronics is a consolidated subsidiary of Alps Electric Co., Ltd., one of the world’s premier manufacturers of electronic components for computer, communications and car electronics equipment.  Visit www.alpine-usa.com to learn more about Alpine products or to find an authorized retailer.
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