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Introducing the next offering in the Systems Management Server product line, the Systems Management Server Feature Packs:

· Systems Management Server Software Update Services Feature Pack

· Systems Management Server Administration Feature Pack


Systems Management Server Feature Packs:
Product Highlights 

Microsoft® Systems Management Server (SMS) 2.0 Feature Packs deliver extended capability and flexibility for managing your Microsoft Windows®–based environment. 

With the Systems Management Server 2.0 Software Update Services Feature Pack, administrators are now able to more easily manage security updates using Systems Management Server throughout their enterprise.  This Feature Pack makes enterprise security patch management possible by gathering information on the status of security patches for Windows and Office throughout your enterprise, generating Web-enabled reports to show current security patch compliance, and then selecting and importing the latest Windows and Microsoft Office security patches directly from Microsoft to distribute quickly throughout your enterprise.
The Systems Management Server 2.0 Administration Feature Pack provides administrators with additional tools to further enhance the management of SMS for multi-site corporations.  This includes the ability to manage both settings and accounts across one or more Systems Management Server sites from a single command-line interface. 

Improve Security Features with the Systems Management Server 2.0 Software Update Services Feature Pack 
The main challenge in managing security updates is around awareness and response.  Administrators need to be aware of machines that need critical security updates, and then need tools to quickly and safely deploy those updates across their enterprise.  The Systems Management Server 2.0 Software Update Services Feature Pack provides key capabilities for detecting when machines are missing critical updates, facilitates the quick deployment of these critical updates, and provides a complete status report to help ensure that all deliveries were successful.  
The Systems Management Server 2.0 Software Update Services Feature Pack is specifically designed to quickly and effectively apply critical security updates for Windows and Office. This Feature Pack provides the following tools:

· Security Update Inventory Tool
· Microsoft Office Inventory Tool for Updates

· Distribute Software Updates Wizard

· SMS Web Reporting Tool with Web Reports Add-in for Software Updates
The functionality provided by these tools is completely integrated with Systems Management Server inventory and software distribution to offer a simplified, largely automated solution for the deployment of security and Microsoft Office software updates.

The Security Update Inventory Tool builds upon the Systems Management Server 2.0 inventory capabilities.  Systems Management Server runs a scan of each client desktop and server for applicable and installed security updates.  This data is included in the Systems Management Server inventory, and a comprehensive view of the status is provided through the Web-based reporting capabilities. 

The Microsoft Office Inventory Tool for Updates uses the existing Microsoft Office Inventory Tool to carry out automated, ongoing scans of client computers for installed or applicable Office updates. This data is converted to and included in the Systems Management Server inventory information, and can also be viewed from a central point through the 
Web-based reporting tool.

The Distribute Software Updates Wizard performs the following software update distribution tasks from Systems Management Server:
· Analysis of update status for all enterprise clients based on security update information added to the inventory

· Provides a method for reviewing and authorizing suggested updates

· Downloads authorized updates and installation information

· Builds packages and advertisements tailored to each update or set of updates

· Distributes the update advertisements to client computers in the enterprise, using Systems Management Server software distribution features

The Distribute Software Updates Wizard compares software updates obtained from Microsoft with targeted client computers to determine missing or previously installed updates. Only the necessary updates are installed, while redundant or unnecessary updates are ignored or postponed, reducing system overhead.

The SMS Web Reporting Tool and Web Reports Add-in for Software Updates provides a general purpose reporting solution, allowing inventory information and reports to be viewed from a Web browser. 
The preconfigured reports available from the Web Reports Add-in can help you track software update status for:

· Individual updates

· Individual computers

· Groups of updates or computers

· All updates or all computers in the enterprise

Additional custom inventory reports can be created by using Microsoft SQL Server™ views and the inventory schema.  Enterprise Agreement license True-up Reporting has also been included to provide a simple and reliable way for reporting on installed applications.

Improve Operations with the System Management Server 2.0 Administration Feature Pack 

The Systems Management Server Administration Feature Pack provides sophisticated new tools for improving the operational efficiency of managing distributed Systems Management Server systems, keeping the overall cost of ownership low while allowing the number of deployed systems to grow where needed. Administrators can use the Administration Feature Pack tool set to enforce conforming settings in the hierarchy, restore settings after a site is rebuilt, or set up new sites quickly; also to more easily manage accounts and passwords.

The Systems Management Server Administration Feature Pack provides the following set of tools:
· Manage Site Accounts Tool

· Transfer Site Settings Wizard
· Elevated-Rights Deployment Tool 
· SMS Web Reporting Tool

As with the Systems Management Server 2.0 Software Update Services Feature Pack, the Administration Feature Pack is integrated with core Systems Management Server functionality, offering a simplified solution for operational management of System Management Server.
The Manage Site Accounts Tool allows administrators to manage accounts and passwords in use by one or more sites in a hierarchy. This is a command-line tool and can be used to audit, create, and reset various accounts used by System Management Server.

The Transfer Site Settings Wizard is an Administrator console snap-in that provides the ability to copy the settings from a source site to one or more target sites. This allows administrators to enforce conforming settings in the hierarchy, restore settings after a site is rebuilt, and to set up new sites quickly. Settings transferred include site configuration, package and collection settings. The tool also provides a command-line interface and scripting support.
The Elevated-Rights Deployment Tool adds functionality to the Systems Management Server software distribution of applications that require local administrator rights after a system restart, such as: 

· Microsoft Windows NT® 4.0 SP6a

· Office 2000 System File Update

· Office XP System File Update

· Internet Explorer, and Internet Explorer service packs
The SMS Web Reporting Tool provides a general purpose reporting solution, allowing inventory information and reports to be viewed from a Web browser, and many built-in reports based on the inventory data hosted by Systems Management Server.
Systems Management Server 2.0 Feature Packs are designed for customers with Systems Management Server 2.0 installed.
For more information on these improvements to Systems Management Server, please visit the product Web site at www.microsoft.com/smserver  
The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because Microsoft must respond to changing market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication.
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