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Microsoft® Business Solutions–Solomon 6.0 is a business application that enables companies to drive projects and processes so they can compete more effectively in the market; meet exacting business needs efficiently and cost-effectively; connect information, processes and people; and empower their business with a solution backed by Microsoft Corp.

New Features and Benefits

· The Foundation Series provides features to improve user experiences and make deployments faster and easier for information technology (IT) staff, and delivers feedback tools to help improve future releases. In Microsoft Solomon 6.0 the user experience is improved through easy identification of required fields and a Favorites section that displays the user’s preferences. Group customizations reduce the burden on IT resources by streamlining the deployment process for established groups of users that require specific customizations. In addition, the customer feedback tool allows the user to provide immediate feedback, which will be used to create more effective and efficient systems in subsequent releases, and feedback submitted via the Dr. Watson utility will help the Solomon development team identify areas for improvement within the code.

· The Financial Management Series brings enhancements, such as integration with Microsoft Business Solutions Business Portal 2.5, which offers greater flexibility and visibility into the financial system across the organization. Integration of Cash Manager with Project Management and Accounting ensures that Accounts Receivable cash is applied to the appropriate projects. With Accounts Payable, prepayment applications and reversal prepayments can exist in the system without being attached to a voucher, and prepayments already applied to a voucher may be reversed and applied to a different document. With enhanced flexible union reporting, new report formats allow weekly union reporting to be based on the hours worked in the week versus the week paid; previous reports were restricted to being based on the week paid.

· The Project Management and Accounting Series provides a series of features that help managers better direct their employees and resources. Project managers and resource managers can now schedule their direct reports more effectively, and individuals can see their task schedules, providing an easy communication of task assignments. In addition, this series includes a comprehensive list of construction enhancements, such as historical budgets by period, budget labels and updates to the American Institute of Architects invoice format, which is commonly used by architectural and construction firms.

· Inventory and Order Management includes a new feature called Consolidated Invoicing that brings greater flexibility to the process of communicating with customers by allowing multiple shippers to be included on a single invoice. Integration of inventory allocation in all modules ensures that a change of quantity in one module will affect all modules. Usability enhancements and improvements in efficiency and performance also are provided.

· Analytics and Reporting reflects improved analytics functionality as the result of four major enhancements in Microsoft Solomon 6.0: a new FRx® Report Manager module, inclusion of the FRx Currency Translation module as an alternate currency translator, tighter integration with Microsoft Excel, and upgraded support for the Extensible Business Reporting Language (XBRL) 2.0 taxonomy. Solomon 6.0 also supports Crystal Reports 10, which includes new options for charting data and exporting it to Microsoft Excel.
Availability

Microsoft Business Solutions–Solomon 6.0 will be available in the United States and Canada in October 2004. Availability of the product is offered by Microsoft in the United States, Canada and Latin America, with distributors in the United Kingdom and Asia Pacific.
Pricing

The estimated retail price* for a single-user financial solution starts at $4,500 (U.S.).
#########

* Reseller prices may vary.

Microsoft and FRx are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp., FRx Software Corp. or their affiliates in the United States and/or other countries.

FRx Software Corp. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Microsoft Corp.
The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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